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SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10.30am 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

(Acts 1:8, NIV)

A Local Church Bringing The Love Of Jesus To Our Wonderful Community

MISSION & WITNESS
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Dear Church, 

God’s Redemptive Story Shapes Our Mission Today! 

 

Every Sunday, when we gather as God’s people, we are reminded 

that our faith is part of a much bigger story. From Genesis to       

Revelation, the Bible tells one great story: God’s redemptive work in 

the world. The story begins with creation, where God made all things 

good and created humanity to live in loving relationship with Him   

and with one another. Yet sin brought brokenness, suffering, and 

separation. But God did not abandon His creation. Throughout      

history, He has been working to rescue, restore, and redeem.  

This story reaches its centre in Jesus Christ. Through His life, death, 

and resurrection, Jesus made a way for us to be reconciled to God. 

The cross reveals the depth of God’s love, and the resurrection     

assures us that death and darkness will not have the final word. In 

Christ, we are forgiven and redeemed into a new way of life. 

As we consider God’s mission, Deuteronomy 31 offers an important        

reminder. As Joshua prepared to lead the people into an uncertain 

future, God’s promise was clear: He would go with them. “The Lord 

himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you 

nor forsake you.” God’s people could move forward with courage, not 

because the journey would be easy, but because God’s presence 

would accompany them. 

This same assurance shapes our mission today. We are not asked to 

serve God in our own 

strength. In Matthew 28, 

Jesus gives His followers 

the Great Commission: 

“Go and make disciples    

of all nations.” These 

words remind us that 

God’s redemptive story 

does not end with us receiving His grace. We have been redeemed  
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and are now sent to participate in His mission. We are called to 

share the good news, make disciples, and help others discover the 

transforming love of Jesus. The Great Commission also ends with a 

wonderful promise: “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of 

the age.” Like God’s promise in Deuteronomy, Jesus assures His 

people that we never go alone. 

As a church family, our worship, prayer, fellowship, service, and    

outreach all flow from this calling. We are invited to be witnesses     

of Christ’s love, bringing hope, reconciliation, and compassion to a 

broken world. 

May we therefore move forward with faith and courage. God goes 

before us, Christ sends us, and the Holy Spirit empowers us. We are 

part of God’s great redemptive story - and together, we have the 

privilege of making His love known. 

 

God Bless, 

Amutha 
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For when I am weak, then I am strong 
 

While I was in the hospital, undergoing different procedures and 

tests, the doctors and nurses used to say to me, “Latha you are very 

strong, brave and calm.” After witnessing me go through a lot          

of painful tests and staying in the hospital for almost 2 months, my 

husband Kishore says that I am a very strong person. Really? Am I  

a strong person? Not at all! Honestly speaking, I am a very weak 

person. From my childhood, I was scared of everything; darkness, 

heights, animals. I was especially afraid of needles and vaccinations 

and even as an adult, I still have a fear of needles, and I am    

scared of blood tests. I am even claustrophobic and I get nervous, 

especially during MRI and CT scans. 

How did I transform from being a weak to a strong person? 

When I was in the hospital, I saw a video about Corrie Ten Boom. 

Corrie was a Dutch Christian watchmaker, writer and an evangelist. 

She and her family risked their lives to hide hundreds of Jewish  

people and refugees from Nazis in their home in Netherlands. Later, 

the family were caught and were sent to concentration camps.     

Corrie’s dad died in prison and her sister Betsie died in the          

concentration camp. One day the young Corrie told her dad that she 

would never be strong enough to suffer for Jesus and then her dad 

asked her, “When you are going to travel to Amsterdam by train, 

when do I give you the train ticket? 3 weeks early?” Corrie replied, 

“no dad! at the time of travel.” Corrie’s dad said “that’s what God 

does, He gives you the strength when you need it.” 

That’s exactly what happened in my life. Let me be very clear: my 

own pain and suffering is nothing compared with what Corrie Ten 

Boom endured, or what persecuted Christians continue to face.    

Because of my sickness, I fought physical, mental, spiritual and    

psychological battles. During my hardships, God was with me and 

filled me with His strength and peace. One day, the doctors were 

doing a test, and it was supposed to be completed in 15 minutes,  

but it took 1 hour and it was very painful and I was not supposed to  
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move. I stayed calm bearing the pain without moving. After the test, 

the doctors asked me how I had stayed so calm. The whole time    

during the test, I was singing a song in my language which says, 

‘Jesus, You are my strength’. During MRI scan and CT scans, I would 

sing worship songs and recite Bible verses. As my body was          

dehydrated from not being able to eat and drink for a long time, taking 

blood for the tests was very difficult. The doctors often had to try   

several times and felt sorry when they saw the bruises all over my 

hands. I used to tell them that I was ok and not to worry about me or 

the pain but just do what they needed to do. God gave me His 

strength to endure the pain. 

In Psalms 18, King David says that the Lord is His strength. David 

wrote and sang that Psalm when God delivered him from his          

enemies. When his enemies pursued him and tried to kill him, David 

was so scared and distressed. He said that the cords of death        

entangled him and the cords of the grave coiled around him. David 

called to the Lord for help. God heard his cry, came down from    

heaven and rescued David. After remembering that he has an          

All-powerful and Almighty God who cares for him, in verse 29, David 

says, “with your help, I can advance against a troop; with my God I 

can scale a wall.” David realised that God is the source of His 

strength. From being scared and distressed, he became brave and 

courageous. In verse 32, he said that God arms him with strength and 

keeps his way secure. 

In 2 Corinthians chapter 12, we read that Apostle Paul was given a 

thorn in the flesh. When he pleaded with God to remove the thorn, 

God said to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you.” God’s power is 

made perfect in our weaknesses. His power and strength is displayed 

through our lives during our hardships. Two days after I was           

discharged from the hospital, my husband Kishore became severely ill 

with a high temperature and abdominal pain. When he went to A&E, 

the doctors did some blood tests and wanted to admit him into the 

hospital for few days to monitor him. We were all shocked. After being 

in the hospital for almost 2 months, I had finally come home and now 
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he was being admitted. Kishore was worried about me and how I 

would be able to manage the home and children. I assured him that          

I would be fine and that God is with us. That same day, while I       

was making lunch for my kids, I tried to pour boiling water from the 

kettle and realised that I couldn’t do it and splashed the boiling water 

everywhere. I was scared and realised that my health condition that 

has affected my speech, swallowing and walking muscles had now 

started affecting my arms. I started experiencing weakness in my 

arms. I was worried and prayed to God saying “God, you know our 

situation, Kishore is in hospital and if my arms do not work, how will I 

take care of my children? Please fill me with Your strength.” God has 

answered my prayers and is providing me with the strength I need    

to look after my family. After becoming aware of my situation, the  

doctors took samples from Kishore and sent him home. He is waiting 

for more tests to be done. 

During this season of my life, God has taught me so many spiritual 

lessons. In recently times, God reminded me that the same Holy Spirit 

that raised Jesus from death is living in us, the believers, and          

we need to rely on Him. I have learnt to start my day asking the Holy 

Spirit to fill me with His power and strength to lead my life and He has 

never failed me. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, whatever seasons of life we might 

be going through, let us remember that we are not alone. We have    

a powerful God who cares for us and is willing to help us and 

strengthen us. With His help, let us confidently say that; for when we 

are weak then we are strong. 

 

God bless us all!!                        

Latha Billa 
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FAITH IN THE AGE OF  

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

How do we stay genuinely human in an increasingly digital 

world? 

Artificial Intelligence is becoming part of ordinary life. It can help 

write letters, create pictures, translate languages, answer questions, 

support learning and assist us at work. 

For some people, that feels exciting. For others, it feels unsettling. 

Most of us are probably somewhere in between. 

For Christians, the biggest question may not simply be: 

“What can AI do?” 

but: 

“How can we use it wisely, faithfully and well?” 

CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 

The Bible reminds us: 

“So God created mankind in his own image.”  - Genesis 1:27 

Technology can imitate language, analyse information and generate 

ideas. But the Christian faith reminds us that human beings have a 

unique value and dignity. 

We are made to love, forgive, worship, build relationships, care for 

the vulnerable and make moral choices. 

However clever technology becomes, it should remain a tool that 

serves people — not something that takes the place of real human 

relationships. 

THREE QUESTIONS WORTH ASKING 

Before we use any new technology, it may help to pause and 

ask: 

1.  IS IT TRUE? 
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The internet — and AI — can produce information that sounds      

confident, even when it is wrong. 

As Christians, we are called to value truth and speak honestly. 

“Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak     

truthfully to your neighbour.” — Ephesians 4:25 

So before we pass something on, it is worth checking that it is true. 

2.  IS IT HELPFUL? 

Just because we can do something does not always mean we should. 

Paul wrote: 

“I have the right to do anything,” you say — but not everything is 

beneficial. — 1 Corinthians 6:12 

Technology is at its best when it helps us serve, learn, communicate 

and create. It becomes a problem when it takes over our attention or 

weakens our relationships. 

3.  DOES IT HELP ME LOVE MY NEIGHBOUR? 

Jesus placed love at the centre of Christian life: 

“Love your neighbour as yourself.” — Mark 12:31 

That is still a good test for the way we use technology. 

Does it build someone up? 

Does it encourage or help? 

Does it bring people closer together? 

KEEPING THE HUMAN CONNECTION 

In a world full of screens, messages and algorithms, the Church has 

something deeply valuable to offer: 

• Real people  

• Real conversation  

• Real friendship  
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• Real prayer  

• Real community 

 

Church is not simply information about God. 

It is people learning to follow Jesus together. 

A person may be able to watch a sermon online, but a screen cannot 

sit beside them when they are grieving. 

An app cannot replace a friend who notices when someone is    

struggling. 

And an algorithm cannot become a church family. 

Technology can connect devices. 

Christ connects people. 

A THOUGHT TO TAKE WITH YOU 

Perhaps the real challenge for Christians is not whether technology 

becomes more intelligent. 

The deeper question is whether we become more loving, more  

discerning and more Christlike as we use it. 

As Paul reminds us: 

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind.” — Romans 12:2 

“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 

and good deeds.” — Hebrews 10:24 

God bless till the next time.                   

David Howarth 
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Many Happy Returns 

of  the  Day  to:- 

- BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME -

Malcolm Buscall 

Brian Waterfield 

Rachel Abdul 

BMS NEWS 

1st September 

19th September 

21st September 

 

 

 

 

BMS PRAYER GUIDE 
 

Please pray that amid another season of war, uncertainty and              

destruction, people worldwide will see signs of hope and  recovery. 

                 _________________________________________ 

 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” 

                                                                   1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

 

 Doreen Hunter 
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The church started equipping us for evangelism and the next 

session is set for Saturday 26th September. It would be great 

to see as many people at the meeting as possible. 

We have learned a lot. Scott Gentry who conducts the sessions     

explained what are some of the things that stop us from specifically 

explaining the Gospel. The great commission specifically says all 

Christians have a duty to witness to others because it's about the 

most important question of all - the salvation of friends and         

neighbours. We all have different talents and abilities and we are not 

all going to be street preachers but there's lots of ways to reach out to 

people and we can all benefit from hints and tips for helping us to do 

that. Scott reminded us that Charles Spurgeon said “We must school 

and train ourselves to deal personally with the unconverted. We must 

not excuse ourselves but force ourselves to the irksome task until it 

becomes easy.” 

Scott is helping us to gain confidence and making outreach a little 

more natural and less intimidating. 

1 Peter 3:15 says "Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have..." 

We learned some key things that we would want to include when 

leading someone to Christ and what we would you say or ask     

someone. 

Questions are important in evangelism and Scott gave us a number of 

opening questions that although simple and at first glance obvious, 

are useful in opening a conversation in a non threatening way and we 

had a bit of fun practicing them on each other. Here are a few of 

them: 

“If you could ask God one question and you know that He would     

answer you, what would it be and why?” 

“What do you think about Jesus? Why do you think that?”  

“Do you think that the way you're living your life is honouring to God?“  

An early church father, Augustine of Hippo said, “Work as if every-

thing depends on you, pray as if everything depends on God.” Prayer 

support for outreach is just as important as speaking with people so 

there's a place for everyone to participate so do try to get along to our 

next session if you possibly can. 

                                                                                                     

 

Tim Davies 

Evangelism : What we have learned so far  
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A former minister of ADBC, John Thompson, died peacefully on      

Monday 3rd August at 9pm. His wife Pat, son Jonathan and Jenny were 

with him. His daughter Gillian had visited shortly before. 

He is now with the Lord he served faithfully for many years, including at 

Ashurst Drive Baptist Church from 1971 to 2003. Please pray for the 

whole family, and especially his wife Pat, as they adjust to life without 

him. 

Jonathan has passed on these details of John's funeral and        

Thanksgiving service: 

The date for John’s funeral is Friday 11th September.  

At 12:45 there will be a private committal at a crematorium - for family 

only.  

This will be followed by a Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving 

at: Old Roan Methodist Church at 2:00pm  -  All are welcome 

Address for the church is: 50a, Altway, Old Roan, Liverpool L10 2LG  

For those unable to attend in person the service will be livestreamed on 

Zoom at 2pm, details below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2752750658?

pwd=WjZqeldEdjdlM1hnVi8wVDB1MjNRZz09 

Meeting ID: 275 275 0658 

Passcode: 474394 

If you would like to leave a tribute and/or donation please 

visit the Parkinson's Giving page using the website  

address below: 

https://john-thompson-1938-2026.muchloved.com/ 

Or scan the QR code. 

Rev. John Thompson 
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As past members of ADBC my late husband Ian & I served as Youth 
Leaders and Ian as a Deacon. I am sharing information about      
fundraising for Multiple System Atrophy Trust Charity (MSA). MSA is 
a rare condition and the charity helped Ian once he was diagnosed. 
I thought those who know of us may be interested in this fundraising 
for a cause dear to my heart. 

On Saturday 12th September I will be undertaking the 25k Thames 
Bridges Challenge and if anyone wishes to sponsor me however 
small the website address is: 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/catherine-draper-1779791294383 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Saturday 3rd October, my daughter Alison and Marion Hume are 
helping me to run a tabletop sale, again to fundraise for MSA. The 
MSA Trust relies entirely on donations like yours to fund their support 
services and vital research into the cure and cause of MSA. 
 

Tabletop Sale 

Saturday 3rd October 2026 

11am-2pm 
 

Come along and find some bargains (gifts, clothes, bric-à-brac, 

cakes) and support a great cause.  

Cakes and drinks available 
 

Venue: 

St Paul’s Church 143 Arrowsmith Road, Chigwell IG7 4NZ 

150 Bus goes very nearby. 
 

Thank you for reading this and any support however small would be 
truly appreciated by the charity. 

Cathy Draper MSA Fundraising 
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TO 
CONGRATULATIONS  

 Benita & Jeriel 
who were married on 11th August 2026 
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We wish them every happiness as they begin 

their married life together, and pray that God will 

richly bless them in the years ahead. 
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TALK TO DONI OR AMUTHA
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Please contact Benita for any change  
in date and time 

Ashurst Drive Baptist Church
Ashurst Drive, Gants Hill Relaxed, informal, sociable time chatting, 

with tea/coffee, biscuits and cakes.

Everyone aged 60 and above is Welcome!

Come along and enjoy a delightful 
morning with us. 

Bring a friend or meet new ones! 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Every last Saturday of the month
(excluding December)

10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon 
(or join us any time in between!)

IG2 6QH
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ASHURST DRIVE

TALK TO 

BRIAN WATERFIELD

IF YOU WISH TO JOIN

Baptist Church
YOU ARE CONNECTED TO ANOTHER PERSON(S) 

AND

YOU CAN PRAY FOR EACH OTHER.

“You don’t have to live in fear about debt – God has given 
support that can make a long -term difference called

the first action to freedom is 
taking that first step”

appointment with Toks: 
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contact - treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

• If you are a taxpayer, please use the 
blue envelopes

• Setup a Standing Order

• Write a cheque in favour of “ADBC”

• You can also raise free donations to 
ADBC when you shop online on 
easyfundraising. This will make a BIG 
difference to our church. 

• Sign up here: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

• contact: 
treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

Ways to 

Support 

ADBC

Cover photo - River Medway, 10.07.26  

                                   by Bekki Stewart 

Would you like 

to donate towards
flowers on a 

Sunday?

Perhaps on a special anniversary or to 

mark your birthday?

We have people who will display the 
flowers which will then be distributed 
after the church service.

Suggested donation - £20

Please see Toks or Rachel

 

 SUNDAY 

 10:30 am Morning worship     (also online) 

  Sunday School - (ages 3 - 18)   

  Creche available                        

  (All age service & communion 1st Sunday of every month)                           

 MONDAY  

 7:00 am Prayer and Reflection     (via Zoom) 

 2:00 pm New Horizons Friendship Group   (2nd Monday of every month) 

 TUESDAY  

 7:45 pm Badminton club 

 8:00 pm Reflecting on Scripture     (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

 THURSDAY  

 1:30 pm Tiddlywinks - parent/carer & toddler group   (during term time) 

 8:00 pm House group Bible study     (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

 FRIDAY 

 7:30 pm Youth Bible study     (2nd and 4th Friday of every month) 

 7:30 pm Prayer meeting     (3rd Friday of every month) 

 7:30 pm Young adults group     (3rd Friday of every month) 

 SATURDAY 

 10:00 am Kids club     (3rd Saturday of every month) 

 10:30 am 60+ Coffee morning     (last Saturday of every month) 

  4:00 pm Prayer walk     (3rd Saturday of every month) 

 Minister: Rev Dr Amutha Devaraj 
email: amutha@adbaptistchurch.org.uk 

… at a glance  

PLEASE CHECK IF GROUPS ARE  

RUNNING DURING THE SCHOOL 

HOLIDAYS 


