all grace, who called you to
his eternal glory in Christ,
after you have suffered a little
while, will himself restore you
and make you strong, firm
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Dear Church,

Praise God when things are not going well!

Give thanks in all circumstance
God in Christ Jesus for yo
1 Thess. 5:18.

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. (1 Thes. 5:18) ESV

Difficult seasons in life can make us feel as though everything is going
wrong. It is easy to fall into thoughts such as:

i If God loves me so much, why does He allow this in my life?

i Why me, when everyone else seems to be living such a happy
and easy life?

q What is wrong with me?

When we focus only on our troubles, our vision narrows. We lose sight
of how the Lord might be using our difficulties for growth and
sanctification. Even when we know this truth, our hearts are not always
ready to accept it.

Too often, we let our emotions draw us away from our Saviour instead
of closer to Him. Yet God invites us to come to Him when we
are weary and burdened (Matthew 11:28). He does not tell us to
sort everything out before we come, or to dry our eyes first, or to align

ourselves perfectly with His Word. No, He simply says, flCome.0
Come with your failures and struggles. Come just as you are.

Trials and tribulations are inevitable, but God® Word shows us
how to respond to them. It tells us to give thanks in all
circumstances. Notice that Scripture does not say to give thanks for
the circumstances. God is not asking us to thank Him for the painful
things we endure. Rather, He calls us to give thanks while we are
in the storm. When we do this and when we focus on God&
unchanging character and thank Him for who He is, something
beautiful happens within us.

He fills us with His perfect peace, even when our circumstances
have not changed. Let us bring our burdens to God and exchange
them for His peace. May we learn to give thanks and praise Him,
even when things are not going well.

God Bless,

Amut ha



The Power of Intercessory Prayers

While | was reading the book of Numbers and doing a character
study of Moses, | observed that he is a great leader and a master of
intercession. | noticed a pattern in the books of Exodus, Leviticus
and Numbers, the lIsraelites rebel and sin against God and when
God®& anger arouses on them, Moses comes into the picture
interceding, pleading for them, fasting and praying to God to forgive
the Israelites and their wickedness. A true leader loves and cares for
his people. It is not easy to lead, love and care for people who
constantly grumble, whine, complain and rebel but Moses as a true
leader cared for them and interceded for them on many occasions.

What is intercessory prayer? Intercessory prayer is when someone
prays or pleads on behalf of others for their cause. Intercession
means standing in the gap; between God and a person on whom
God& wrath or justice is upon. Throughout the Bible, we see God
moving through the prayers of His people. Intercessory prayers are
powerful and changed the course of events in history.

The Bible is full of intercessory warriors who prayed on behalf of
others and saved them. In the Old Testament, Abraham, Moses,
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Daniel and others interceded on behalf of
the people and won God& favour. In the New Testament, Jesus and
Paul interceded for others. These people demonstrated the power
and the importance of intercessory prayers.

1. Abraham: When Abraham heard that the cities Sodom and
Gomorrah had sinned against the Lord and He wanted to
destroy them, Abraham pleaded with God to spare those cities.
Abraham even pleaded with God asking Him to spare them if
there were 50 righteous people, then he pleaded if there were
45, then 40 and finally he pleaded to spare the cities if there
were 10 righteous people. God agreed and when He did not
find 10 righteous people, He destroyed those cities but
rescued Lot and his daughters. In Genesis 19:25, we read that
God remembered Abraham and saved Lot and his daughters.

Moses: Moses served as a profound example for intercessory
prayers. He pleaded for the Israelites multiple times. In Exodus
chapter 32, when Moses was with God on Mount Sinai, Aaron
and the Israelites made a golden calf and worshipped it. God
became angry with the lIsraelites and He wanted to destroy
them calling them stiff necked people. In Exodus 32:11, we read
that Moses pleaded with God not to destroy the Israelites and
after Moses0 prayer, in verse 14, we read that the Lord
relented and did not bring on His people the disaster He had
threatened. In chapter 34 :9, Moses pleaded with God to forgive
their wickedness, sin and make them as God& inheritance. In
Numbers chapter 12, when Mosesb6siblings Miriam and Aaron
opposed Moses and spoke against him, God& anger burned
against them and Miriam& skin turned leprous. Then, Moses
cried to the Lord to heal her. In Deuteronomy chapter 9, Moses
said that from the time the Israelites left Egypt and until they
arrived in Canaan, they had rebelled against the Lord. In verses
19 and 20 we read that Moses prayed for Aaron and the Israel-
ites as he feared that the Lord® wrath would destroy them for
their sins, and the Lord listened to him and forgave them. In one
instance, Moses even pleaded with God to forgive the Israelites
and if not to blot him out of God®& Book (Exodus 32:32). Once
God told Moses that He would destroy the Israelites and make
Moses into a great nation but still Moses pleaded for the
forgiveness of the Israelites. What a great and selfless leader!
Because of this great quality, God testified about Moses that he
is faithful in all God® house (Numbers 12:7).

Ezra : When Ezra learnt that the Israelites including the priests
and Levites had intermarried with Egyptians, Hittites,
Ammonites, Moabites and other people with detestable
practices, he fell on his knees and prayed saying, i am too
ashamed and disgraced, my God, to lift up my face to You,
because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has
reached to the heavens.0 Ezra mourned and confessed for their
unfaithfulness.



4, Nehemiah : When Nehemiah learnt that his people were in great
trouble and disgrace, the wall of Jerusalem was broken and its
gates have been burned with fire, he wept, mourned, fasted and
prayed.

5. Esther: When Haman plotted to destroy all the Jews, Queen
Esther® uncle Mordecai sent a message to Esther to save her
people. Esther asked all the Jews to fast and pray for her and
she along with her attendants also fasted. She then took a risk
to go and see the King which was against the law but she did
it to save her people. She said, fif | perish, | perish.0 By
interceding and praying, Esther saved the Jews.

6. Daniel: In the book of Daniel chapter 9, we see that after
reading the scriptures, Daniel understood that the desolation of
Jerusalem would last for 70 years. He then fasted and pleaded
with God in prayer and petition saying, five have sinned, we
have been wicked and rebelled.o

In the New Testament, there are several examples of Jesus praying
for His disciples. In Luke 23:34, Jesus prayed for the people who
were mocking and crucifying Him and said, fFather forgive them for
they dond know what they are doing.0 Apostle Paul was a constant
intercessor for the early Church. In his epistles we read that he had
not stopped giving thanks and praying for Ephesians, Philippians, his
fellow apostles. Intercessory prayers are powerful. They change
circumstances. In Job 42 :7, God spoke to Job& friend Eliphaz and
said that He was angry with Eliphaz and his two friends as they had
not spoken the truth like Job. God asked them to sacrifice a burnt
offering and said, My servant Job will pray for you and | will accept
his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly.0 Job prayed,
God accepted and forgave them. Intercession shifts circumstances.

What happens when there is no one to intercede? In Ezekiel 22: 30,
God is talking about His judgement on Jerusalem® sins, | il ook ed

someone among them who would build
me in the gap on behalf of the | and
it but | found no one. So, [ wi ||
consume them with my fiery anger, b1
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al | t h ey ohTheveavastho ane to intercede and stand in the
gap on behalf of the land, Jerusalem. What a hopeless situation! As
a result, Jerusalem was destroyed along with the temple, and the
people went into captivity.

We believers in Christ have good news! We have an intercessor!
Jesus, our Saviour is praying on our behalf. In Romans 8: 34, it says
that Jesus is at the right hand of God and is interceding for us. The
Holy Spirit also intercedes for us through wordless groans. In
Hebrews 7: 25, it is written that Jesus is always interceding for us.
Every day, every moment, Jesus is standing in the gap between God
and us and is pleading our case before the Mighty Judge.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, let us remember that we are all
called to be intercessors and to stand in the gap between God and
others. In our church, we have intercessory prayers praying for our
King, leaders of our country, our church minister, leadership team,
members, activities and for fellow Christian brothers and sisters
facing persecution. Let us make it a priority to intercede for others.
Let us remember and pray for Christians who are being massacred in
Nigeria, who are facing opposition in China, North Korea and Iran and
also for the people in the UK to turn to God.

God bless us all!!
Latha Billa
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Testifying - Inside Out

fBuilding faith and community through shared storieso

A few years ago, | was training a group of ex-offenders when one
said, "He's a great speaker, he talks the talk and talks the walk, but
does he walk the talk and walk the walk?

Remember Gypsy Smith song, fCan others see Jesus in meo -
YouTube! We can speak, withess, evangelise, inside or outside the
family, unfortunately if people do not see Jesus in us then where is
he?

1. Witnessing to Strangers in Public (or Everyday Encounters)
Simple Script:

fHi, | know wede just met, but 1@ like to share something that
changed my life. The Bible says in John 3:16: ¢-or God so loved the
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.6l believe this is true, and it
has given me peace and forgiveness.o

Possible Responses & Answers:

Q: iWhy would God care about me?0

A: iBecause He loves every single one of us (Romans 5:8). Even
when we were far from Him, He sent Jesus for us.0

Q: fildn not religious.o

A: fit®& not about religion; it& about a relationship with God. Romans
3:23 says, @All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.6That
includes me too—none of us are perfect. But God offers for-
giveness freely.0

2. Witnessing to Colleagues, Classmates, or Acquaintances
Simple Script:

il dond want to be pushy, but 1@ love to tell you what gives me
hope. Romans 6:23 says, d¢-or the wages of sin is death, but the
free qgift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.b6l&e received
this gift, and it& given me a new outlook on life.0

Possible Responses & Answers:

Q: fArend all religions the same?0

A: flesus said in John 14:6, & am the way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me.6His claim is unique—He
didnd just point to truth, He claimed to be the truth.o

Q: flam not ready for that yet.0

A: iThat& okay. Following Jesus is a journey. Revelation 3:20 says
Jesus stands at the door and knocks—we can open when wede
ready. | just wanted you to know the invitation is there.o

3. Witnessing in Everyday Conversations
Simple Script:

fl dond know what youde going through, but I&e found strength in
Jesus. Psalm 34:8 says, d'aste and see that the Lord is good; blessed
is the one who takes refuge in him.6l&e experienced His goodness,
and l@ encourage you to try Him for yourself.0

Possible Responses & Answers:

Q: il doubt God is real.o

A: iMany people in the Bible doubted too. Even Thomas struggled
until Jesus showed Himself (John 20:27). God understands doubt and
meets us where we are.o

Q: il dond feel strong enough to follow God.o

A: iNone of us are strong on our own. Faith grows as we hear God&
Word (Romans 10:17). He gives strength step by step.0

Reflection

1. Which of these situations do you feel most able to try this week?
2. What Bible verse above speaks to your courage?

3. Write one step youdl take to share your faith with someone new:



Remember - Your SALVATION is your STORY and points to
JESUS. Trust the Holy Spirit to guide your conversation. It isn& about

debating, winning arguments or getting something over on someone.

Overcoming Barriers to Witnessing Outside the Church

Barrier Biblical Verse Encouragement
Fear of John 15:18 - 'If the Rejection isnd
Rejection world hates you, know  personal - it& part of
that it has hated me following Christ.
before it hated you.' God honours your
faithfulness.
Fear of 2 Corinthians 5:17 —'If Your testimony isn&
Hypocrisy anyone is in Christ, he  about your perfection,
is a new creationé ' but God& grace.
Lack of Luke 12:12 — 'The Holy God equips you at the
Confidence Spirit will teach you in right moment with the
that very hour what you right words.
ought to say.'
Fear of Colossians 4:6 —'Let A kind and gentle
Awkwardness your speech always be  approach opens hearts
gracious, seasoned more than pressure.
with salté '
Assuming Hebrews 1 0 : -2 & Many people are
Others Arend ' &tir up one another searching - you may be
Interested to love and good the encouragement

worksé '

they need.

In December we will look at Christmas from a perspective of some

other faiths.

God bless till the next time.

David Howarth
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\ ) BMS NEWS - Continued \ )
BMS from October BMS

world mission world mission

AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS IN AFGHANISTAN

As Afghanistan is exposed to more extreme weather events like
flooding, sustainable farming and fresh water projects are more
important than ever - something that BMS supporters have been
preparing Afghan communities for, for years.

BMS worker Tim* says, Ve heard stories of people dying because,
as they were going to collect water, there were avalanches and they
were buried in the snowd By God®& grace, and thanks for BMS
support, projects to install clean water sources in villages are still
going strong, eliminating life threatening waterborne diseases and
saving lives in more ways than one.

The vast majority of the people Tim meets are deople of peacebthey
are dreaming of a better future for themselves and their children.
Hope may be hidden but Tim hears God& voice more loudly than ever
in the midst of struggle, calling Christians to keep loving Afghanistan.
*Name changed for security reasons.

Doreen Hunter

- Many Happy Returns of the
- Dayto: -

Metilda Martin 6th November
- Tim Davies 15th November
Margaret Utting 16th November
Cathlyn Jacob 20th November
Premala Duraisamy 25th November
- Toks Okeniyi 26th November

Philomin Regina 27th November



Operation
Christmas Child
Shoeboxes

We are running the Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox Campaign again this year. The closing date to bring filled
boxes to ADBC is Sunday 9" November.

Fill your own box.

The leaflets you will need giving details about putting together a
gift-filled shoebox are in the church entrances and at the front of the
church.

It also has the tear-off Boy/Girl and age group label to attach if you
use your own covered box.

PLEASE NOTE- The leaflet has a pre-paid donation envelope
attached to post the requested £5 towards transport costs, or you may
pay online. You can also give donation envelopes to me and | will
deliver them when | take the boxes.

| have some flat pack, ready decorated, shoeboxes available at the
cost of 70p each. They are very easy to assemble simply by folding.
Please see me to buy one.

Suggested gifts are listed on the leaflet. You may think of other items
but please make sure they are age and boy/girl appropriate. If you
need more information or help just ask me.

Due to requlations, toothpaste, sweets, chocolate, liquids or
fragile items can NOT be included in shoeboxes.

Books should be mainly pictures/puzzles.

A nice touch is to put in a photo of yourself with a Christmas card and
a greeting to the child who receives your box. Then they can see the
person who cared enough to think of them.

@
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Individual Gifts

There is a box available for individual items that you may like to
contribute. Pens, pencils, notepads, soap, flannels, small toys, etc.
Every contribution will be appreciated and used to fill boxes.

Online Boxes

There is the opportunity to Build a Shoebox Online at the Operation
Christmas Child website. The cost is £25. You can choose gifts, write
a message, and upload a photo of yourself.

You can also choose to send a pre-packed box for the same cost of
£25
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
shoebox-online

Again the Final Date

to bring boxes to the table in church will be:

Sunday 9" November

| will be delivering them to the depot on 10" November.

The boxes are sent, along with the Good News of Jesus, to children
in some of the poorest and struggling countries.

You can find out where your box was sent. If you donate the
requested £5 online, you can download and print out a barcode
which you place inside your box. When the destination country is
confirmed you will receive an email telling you where the box was
sent.

This is such a valuable way to show love and care to children in
deprived or disaster areas and to bring the opportunity for Christians
to tell them about the love of Jesus and the hope it brings. Let us
show God& love through these gifts.

Marion Hume o

Samaritan’s Purse’
$ INTERNATIONAL RELIEF | UNITED KINGDOM



ASHURST DRIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

INVITES YOU FOR THE
— O 4 Astreerst Dvive Bapulist Clerch
E | P RAYE R P Sat. 29t November
E ) (@]
; 4.00 pm

| &l

from the
ﬁ&ﬁ@v church car park
D S N e

A positive alternative to Halloween

15t November 2025, Saturday 4-6 PM — apt for 3-11 years.
Children MUST be accompanied by an adult. Bring a torchlight
with you for Treasure Hunt

i 1 2ND MONDAY
Gants Hill, llford, IG2 6QH Sl 8 ) OF EVERY MONTH

iy 2.00 - 3.30 PM
”/ AT CHURCH

ALL ARE WELCOME

TAlk To
CHRIS or TIM or GILL
IF YOU WISH TO JOIN

21st November 2025

@ 7.30 PM
(every 3" Friday)

Church
All are welcome

+ THE CHURCH
» THE COMMUNITY
+ THE NATION
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Monday Morning
@ 7 am
Via Zoom

606 233 4044
ADBC

Journeying Wit Jesus’ disciples

P2

Alternate Tuesday evenings @ 8"p‘m\
via ZOOM
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Every 2" & 41 Friday.

» Time of Worship
* Games
> Bible Study

DIRESH Or Johanna
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ALTERNATEHURSDAYS
AT
8.00 PM VIA ZOO

>N 883 2873 4780

TaLKTO
DoNI DANIEL
IF You WISHTO JOIN

YJJH

BIBLE STUDY
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Young Adults

Games!
Food!
Bowling!

60+ Group

Coffee

Ashurst Drive, Gants Hill
- 1G2 6QH

Worshlp night!
Bible studies!
Testimony sharing!

Every last Saturday of the month
(excluding December)

10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon

(or join us any time in between!)

Relaxed, informal, sociable time chatting,
with tea/coffee, biscuits and cakes

Everyone aged 60 and above is Welcome!

Come along and enjoy a delightful
morning with us

Bring a friend or meet new ones!
We look forward to seeing you there!
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support that can make a longierm difference called

the first action to freedom is
L9CAF? L@9L >AJKL

To make a confidential

appointment with Toks:
signpost@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

ASHURST DRIVE

Baptist Church

You Are CoNNECTEDIO ANOTHER PERSON(J 3
/4 ANDﬂ ‘

ASHURST f\

+You Can PrayForEacHOrHE ( |

<
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Ashurst Drive Bapti$t

usil y
churen ¥ WhGT S. éat a glante
Food Bank donatio :  G lv s Hcppenlng PLEASE CHECK | F GROPPS Al

RUNNI NG DURI NG THE PBCHOOL

to \ -8 HOLI DAYS

Redbridge Council

SUNDAY
Bring what you can s . . .
Last Sunday odvery to support those in ne&ﬁf* 10.30 am Morning worship (also online)
R Sunday Schodlges 318) Creche available
(All age service 1st Sunday of every month)
Would you like 12.30pm Young adults group (2nd or 3rd Sunday of every month
to donate towards
flowers on a MONDAY

7.00 am Praying through Psalms (via Zoom)

Perhaps on a special anniversary or to X i yels 2.00 pm  New Horizons (2nd Monday of every month)

y f | 3 = -

mark your birthday? : f i: J‘f;' TUESDAY

We have people who will display the ﬁqeﬁ B 7.45 pm Badminton club

flowers which will then be distributed & P %‘v

after the church service. 2 F@ ““": WEDNESDAY

Suggested donation - £20 A ‘L < 8.00 pm House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom)
THURSDAY
1.30 pm Tiddlywinksa parent/carer & toddler group (during term tjme)

| glﬁgtgﬁ;iﬁgzxspaye“ please use the 8.00 pm House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom)
Ways to — *  Setup a Standing Order [QEHTIM FRIDAY
ey Support e Rl v Ravwe wrs e nwr oY) 7.30 pm Youth Bible study (alternate weeks)
#7Z  ADBC e v ot ra e dommtone . .
- You can also aise ree donalions to 7.30 pm Prayer meeting (3rd Friday of every month)
Giterence 1o ou church, | SATURDAY
* Sign up here: 10.00am Kids club (3rd Saturday of every month)

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

10.30am 60+ Coffee morning (last Saturday of every month)
° ntact:
ﬁ%a[saucrer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

Minister: Rev Dr Amutha Devaraj
email: amutha@adbaptistchurch.org.uk
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