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ñBut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.ò

(Acts 1:8, NIV)

A Local Church Bringing The Love Of JesusTo Our Wonderful Community

MISSION & WITNESS
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Dear Church, 

Shavuot to Pentecost: Law to Spirit 

ñBut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,  
and you will be my witnesseséò (Acts 1:8) 

 

We celebrate Pentecost in the month of May, and we are reminded 

that this powerful New Testament event is deeply rooted in an ancient 

Old Testament festival, called óShavuotô. 

In the Hebrew Bible, Shavuot is known as the Feast of Weeks. This is 

observed fifty days after Passover. Originally, it was a harvest festival, 

a time of thanksgiving for the first fruits of the wheat harvest (Exodus 

34:22). Over time, it also came to commemorate the giving of the Law 

at Mount Sinai, when God established His covenant with Israel.  

Centuries later, during this very festival, something extraordinary    

happened. In Acts 2, we read that the disciples were gathered when 

the Holy Spirit descended upon them with the sound of a rushing wind  
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and tongues of fire. This moment, now known as Pentecost, marked 

the birth of the Church and the beginning of a new chapter in Godôs 

redemptive plan. 

The connection between Shavuot and Pentecost is profound. At   

Sinai, God gave His people the Law, written on tablets of stone.      

At Pentecost, God poured out His Spirit, writing His law on the   

hearts of believers. What was external became internal; what was 

commanded became empowered; what was a shadow became a 

substance. 

This transformation echoes the promise found in the Book of        

Jeremiah: ñI will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

heartsò (Jeremiah 31:33). Pentecost is the fulfilment of this promise! 

A shift from obligation to transformation through the Holy Spirit. 

As we reflect on Pentecost, we are invited to live not just by the    

letter, but by the Spirit. The same Spirit that empowered the early 

Church continues to guide, strengthen, and equip us today. 

May this season remind us of that Godôs work in us is ongoing, from 

harvest to holiness, from law to life, and from promise to power. 

God Bless, 

Amutha 
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Sin Has Consequences  
 

A few weeks ago, my 4year old daughter Hosanna learned about 

Easter at her school. When her class teacher was teaching about 

Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday, Hosanna went up to 

the teacher and said, ñMiss, I donôt like Jesus dying on the cross  

because I love Jesus.ò When she came home, she told me that she 

did not want Jesus to die. As I was reading the Easter story book at 

home, Hosanna loved the Palm Sunday part as her name appears 

but when we came to the Good Friday part, she was sad and kept 

saying óI donôt want Jesus to dieô. When she saw the cross that we 

had in our church, she repeated the same thing. I told her that we   

all make mistakes and we all deserve Godôs punishment for our   

mistakes. Jesus took all our punishment and died on the cross. He 

took the punishment for all our mistakes. Hosanna then said, ñjust 

like when we donôt listen to our teachers, we get punishments like 

going on time out, sent to other classrooms and not having play 

time.ò I explained to her how all humans including adults commit a 

lot of mistakes and we all deserve Godôs punishment and Jesus took 

the punishment for our mistakes and died on the cross and we are 

forgiven by His death. 

Sometimes, we believers forget that our sins have consequences. In 

recent times, God taught me this using different people from the   

Bible and I would like to share this with you all. First of all, what is 

sin? There are many definitions in the Bible but in simpler terms I 

would like to define sin as something that separates us from God. 

1. Adam and Eveôs sin: When God created Adam and Eve, He put 

them in the Garden of Eden to work it and to take care of it. They 

were free to eat from any tree in the garden, but God warned 

them that they must not eat from the tree of the knowledge        

of good and evil. God warned them that when they eat from that 

tree, they will certainly die. Adam and Eve both disobeyed     

God and ate the fruit. As the consequence of their sin, they were 

separated from God and death entered mankind. 
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2. Cainôs sin: When Abel and Cain brought their offerings to God  

and God looked with favour on Abelôs offering, Cain became very 

angry. God warned Cain in Genesis 4: 6, that sin is crouching      

at his door to have him and he must rule over sin. Despite     

Godôs warning, Cain attacked and killed his brother Abel. As a 

consequence of his sin, God cursed Cain and made him a restless 

wanderer on the earth. 

Now I am going to share how some peopleôs sin affected not only 

themselves but their families and a whole nation. 

1. Achanôs sin: When the Israelites miraculously won the battle of 

Jericho and entered the city to conquer, God warned them in 

Joshua 6: 18 to keep away from the things that were meant to  

belong to the treasury of the Lordôs house. After the landslide   

victory in Jericho, the Israelites were confident that they would 

easily win over the city of Ai as it was a smaller city compared     

to Jericho. They were sure that God was going to help them to 

conquer Ai easily and sent only three thousand men to fight. To 

their astonishment, the men of Ai killed 36 Israelites and chased 

them from their city gate. Hearing that, Joshua tore his clothes 

and fell before the Lordôs ark wondering why God did not help 

them. God answered, ñIsrael has sinned!ò God revealed to Joshua 

that Achan had sinned. When he enquired, Achan admitted      

that when they entered the city of Jericho, he found a beautiful 

Babylonian robe which was expensive and considered a luxury 

one to possess at those times and took it along with silver, gold 

and hid them in his tent. Joshua and the Israelites took Achan, his 

sons, daughters, his cattle, donkeys, sheep, his tent and all his 

possessions. They stoned Achan and his family and burned their 

bodies. When I read this passage, I was devastated and asked 

God why not only Achan, but his children were also punished  

brutally. God reminded me that sin has consequences and sin is a 

serious thing. For one manôs greed and sin, his whole family and 

the nation of Israel were punished. 

2. Hophni and Phinehasô sin: In 1 Samuel chapter 2, we read that    
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the priest Eliôs sons Hophni and Phinehas sinned against God  

by treating Godôs offering with contempt and by having sexual 

relationships with the women who were assisting at the entrance 

of the tabernacle. As a consequence of their sins, God told Eli 

that both his sons were going to die on the same day and all of 

his descendants would never reach old age but die in the prime 

of life. For 2 peopleôs sin, the whole family and the descendants 

of Eli were cursed. 

Sin is not a small thing. Sin has consequences. Because God is Holy, 

He cannot tolerate sin. God gave laws to Moses about Sin offerings. 

Israelites used to sacrifice bulls, goats, lambs, doves and pigeons    

for the sins they had committed unintentionally. God asked them to   

do that to remind them that their sins have consequences and they 

demand death. Animals were sacrificed to remind the Israelites of   

the seriousness of their sins and the need for forgiveness. Sacrificing 

animals is a temporary solution and they needed to do it every time 

they sinned. Jesus paid the ultimate penalty on the cross for the sins 

of all humankind and by His sacrifice and death, we are all forgiven. 

By believing in Jesus, we are saved and redeemed. In this life          

on earth, we all commit many sins. We need to repent, ask God to 

forgive us and to give us the power to overcome our temptations and 

weaknesses. 

Some atheists and people who criticise Christianity, argue why an    

all-powerful and loving God does not stop people from sinning?      

Instead of punishing, why canôt God intervene and stop people from 

committing sins? When God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of 

Eden, He warned them about what would happen to them if they     

ate from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. He did not put a 

fence around the tree or shut Adam and Eveôs mouths to prevent 

them from eating. If He did so, it is not love. God loves us and He 

gives us the freedom to make choices. His Word warns us about sin 

and its consequences and God gives us freedom to lead our lives  

according to our will. He will never force His ways on us. If I warn my 

children that the world is full of dangers and keep them locked up in 
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the house saying that I am preventing them from falling into dangers, 

it is not love; it is controlling and such love is suffocating. We as     

parents warn them and educate them about the dangers of the world 

and give them the freedom to make choices. 

God wants us to lead our lives honouring Him. He wants us not to sin; 

not out of fear for Him or the consequences, He wants us to live Holy 

lives in response to our love towards Him. Psalms 119 :11 says, ñI 

have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.ò 

When we read Godôs Word, we understand Godôs character and His 

amazing love for us and we donôt want to sin because we donôt want 

to be separated from such a loving and caring Father. The good news 

is that after sinning, if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and 

He will forgive us and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, let us remember that we are right 

now in the age of grace. Godôs offer of forgiveness and new life is 

available to us, but it is not indefinite. Before it is too late, let us repent 

and turn to God. Let us seek the Lord while He may be found and call 

Him while He is near. The spirit God gave us is not of fear and timidity 

but of power, love and self-discipline. Let us triumph over sin. 

God bless us all!                        

Latha Billa 

 

Seek the Lord while He may be found;  

                            call on Him while He is near.  

                                                             Isaiah 55:6 
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ñThe Stone Was Rolled Awayé  

What About Yours?ò 

This Easter, we found ourselves again returning to Chorley,        

Lancashire, the town where my journey first began. Walking through 

familiar streets, I noticed how much had changed. Some buildings 

that once echoed with worship now serve entirely different earthly 

purposes.  

Yet, despite these changes, one thing remained unchanged: the 

message of Easter. 

During our visit, we attended a service at a church, once deeply  

connected to my family history ï  where my grandfather was a lay 

preacher and my mother sang in the choir and an uncle donated the 

old family leather bound bible before emigrating to Australia. 

Today, Rehoboth Christian Centre now reflects a vibrant mix of    

Afro -Caribbean cultures and backgrounds.  

Changed completely from an Independent Methodist church ï the 

same building a different congregation, but the same heartbeat and 

love for Jesus. It is a powerful reminder that faith, like humanity    

itself, continues to grow, adapt, and cross boundaries.  

Everything has changed, no more wooden pews! ï One truth has 

remained constant: Jesus is Lord. Praise and worship of Him     

have echoed through every season of life ï from the innocence of 

childhood to the wisdom of later years.  

A World of Differencesé in a Shared Search 

We live in a world rich in diversity - cultures, beliefs, traditions, and 

perspectives. This diversity is something to celebrate, yet it can also 

leave many of us asking deeper questions: 

¶ What does life mean? 

¶ Where is hope coming from? 

¶ Who am I and who am I becoming? 

Across philosophies and faiths, people are searching. Easter, at its 

heart, speaks directly into that search. 

9 

 

The Symbol That Still Speaks Today 

One image from the Easter story continues to resonate across each 

generation: the stone was rolled away from Jesusôs tomb. 

This moment represents more than history; it represents possibility. 

¶ The possibility of new beginnings 

¶ The possibility of freedom from what holds us back 

¶ The possibility of hope where there was once uncertainty 

Whether you view this through a lens of faith, reflection, or curiosity, 

symbolism is powerful: barriers can be removed, and new life can 

begin. 

What strikes me most isnôt just the story itself - but how it continues   

to unfold in everyday life. Not through grand gestures, but through 

simple acts: 

¶ A kind word 

¶ A listening ear 

¶ A moment of courage 

¶ A willingness to care 

In these small ways, we can help ñroll away the stoneò for someone 

else - removing barriers of doubt, fear, or isolation. Let people see 

Jesus in us! 

We donôt need a platform or a title to make a difference. Sometimes, 

our presence is enough. 

Many people carry unseen burdens - questions they donôt voice, 

doubts they feel they shouldnôt have, or a quiet sense that something 

is missing. 

Does that resonate with you? - youôre not alone. 

Easter offers an open invitation - not pressure, not expectation - but 

an invitation to explore, reflect, and consider what hope might look 

like in your own life. 
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A Simple Starting Point 

If youôre curious, searching, or simply open to exploring, you might 

begin with something as simple as this: ñDear Jesus, if there is truth 

beyond what I see and hear, help me understand it. If your hope is 

available to me, help me experience it.ò  Amen 

An Invitation That Still Stands 

The message of Easter is simple, yet profound: 

New life is possible. Hope is available. His story goes on. 

Wherever you are on your journey, whether believing, questioning    

or somewhere in between - your invitation remains open. Perhaps 

today is simply a moment to pause, reflect, and take one small step 

forward. 

Closing Thought 

In a world that can often feel divided, moments like Easter remind    

us of something deeper that connects us all: the desire for hope, 

meaning, and renewal. 

And sometimes, all it takes is one stone being rolled away. 

My return to Chorley was more than just a visit, it was a reminder that 

the Easter message still speaks today. 

Do people see Jesus in us and hear Jesus from us? Are we lighting 

up the world in Jesusô name. Many members of organizations wear   

a badge saying - ñAsk me abouté(Name of their organisation)ò.    

How about instead of wearing a cross/crucifix you wear a badge   

saying, ñAsk me about Jesusò so people see Jesus in you!! 

God bless till the next time  

David Howarth 
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Newcomers to this church may like to read about two missionaries 

whom this Church supports. A party from this fellowship travelled to 

Thailand last year to work alongside them. They have also visited 

ADBC. 

When Helen and Wit arrived in Thailand in 2017 Wang Daeng       

was a village without Christians. The first believer, Suree, was initially 

hesitant to share her faith. In a culture where Buddhism and           

traditional animistic practises are the norm, itôs very hard to stand out 

when you are the only Christian among 2,000 people around you. 

The church in Wang Daeng has grown so much. Since then BMS 

supporters have partially funded a new building, and a new           

congregation in the nearby village of Ban Dara is being supported. 

There were two, big, three day evangelistic events in 2025.  

SOMETHING IS HAPPENINGé...! 

Helen and Wit are praying that God will continue the journey that He 

has brought them on, ñWe hope and pray that our brothers and sisters 

in Christ will grow and love Jesus more, and be passionate about 

sharing their faithò. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone else at ADBC would like to support BMS Missionary work, 
once a year on your Birthday, please speak to me,  

 

  

Many Happy Returns  

of  the  Day  to: -  

-  BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME -

Gill Davies              

Doreen Hunter              

BMS NEWS 

Doreen Hunter 

14th May 

16th May 

Northern Thailand  

Helen and Wit Boondeekhun  
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On the Sunday 24th May we will host Julia 

Pascoe from Jews for Jesus. Julia will share 

a message from the Word and give a glimpse 

into their ministry of sharing Jesus with    

Jewish people. 

Most Jewish people today have heard that 

there are Jews who believe in Jesus and still 

maintain a Jewish identity. This is largely in 

part through the work of Jews for Jesus and 

partnerships with individuals and churches. 

The opportunity to share this message has 

only become more relevant as the landscape 

of Jewish life has become more diverse than 

ever before. 

Under the leadership of CEO Aaron Abram-

son, the organizationôs footprint continues to 

expand globally with a significant presence in 

Israel. They have launched recent initiatives 

to support refugees within and leaving 

Ukraine and to serve the homeless in Tel 

Aviv, including opening the first shelter in  

Israel for Hebrew-speaking women leaving 

prostitution. In the last few years, they have 

also opened the doors of new cafes and arts 

spaces in New York and Los Angeles. 

Christ in the Feast of Pentecost 

Sunday 24th May 

10.30am 
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  Saturday 16th May 

Training sessions with London City Mission

Å1st session : Saturday, 9th May -
10.30-11.30 am for training, 
11.40-12.10/15pm (for door knocking)
Debrief until 12.30pm, followed by lunch.

Å2nd session: Saturday, 13th June - morning 
(primary time of sessions)
Å3rd session: Saturday, 11th July  - morning 
(primary time of sessions)
Å4th session: Saturday, 19th September тafternoon 
(alternative time of sessions)
Å5th session: Saturday, 17th October тafternoon 

Regular Doorшtoшdoor activity will happen on the 
2nd Saturday of the month, in the morning. 

 

(TBC) 
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15th May 2026               
@ 7.30 PM

(every 3rd Friday)

@

Church
All are welcome

TO PRAY FOR

ÅTHE CHURCH
ÅTHE COMMUNITY
ÅTHE NATION

Praying through Psalms

Every 

Monday Morning 

@ 7 am 

Via Zoom

606 233 4044

ADBC
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TALK TO DONI OR AMUTHA

17 

 

Ashurst Drive Baptist Church
Ashurst Drive, Gants Hill Relaxed, informal, sociable time chatting, 

with tea/coffee, biscuits and cakes.

Everyone aged 60 and above is Welcome!

Come along and enjoy a delightful 
morning with us. 

Bring a friend or meet new ones! 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Every last Saturday of the month
(excluding December)

10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon 
(or join us any time in between!)

IG2 6QH
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ASHURST DRIVE

TALK TO 

BRIAN WATERFIELD

IF YOU WISH TO JOIN

Baptist Church
YOU ARE CONNECTED TO ANOTHER PERSON(S) 

AND

YOU CAN PRAY FOR EACH OTHER.

Please contact Benita Jayaseelan for any change 
in date and time 

ӑ7GM <GFӐL @9N= LG DAN= AF >=9J 9:GML <=:LӛGod has given 
support that can make a long -term difference called

the first action to freedom is 
L9CAF? L@9L >AJKL KL=HӒ

appointment with Toks: 
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Would you like 

to donate towards
flowers on a 

Sunday?

Perhaps on a special anniversary or to 

mark your birthday?

We have people who will display the 
flowers which will then be distributed 
after the church service.

Suggested donation - £20

Please see Toks or Rachel
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contact - treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

Å If you are a taxpayer, please use the 
blue envelopes

Å Setup a Standing Order

ÅìƖŔƣĲШċШĦőĲƕƨĲШŔŰШŉċƻŸƨƖШŸŉШљ ?79њ

Å You can also raise free donations to 
ADBC when you shop online on 
easyfundraising. This will make a BIG 
difference to our church. 

Å Sign up here: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

Å contact: 
treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

Ways to 

Support 

ADBC

Cover photo - Egyptian geese with goslings, Fairlop Waters.30.03.26 by Bekki Stewart 

 

 

SUNDAY  

10.30 am Morning worship (also online) 

  Sunday School - (ages 3 - 18)               

  Creche available     (All age service 1st Sunday of every month) 

MONDAY  

7:00 am Praying through Psalms (zoom) 

2.00 pm New Horizons (2nd Monday of every month) 

TUESDAY  

7.45 pm Badminton club 

8.00 pm Journeying with Jesusô disciples (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

WEDNESDAY  

8.00 pm  House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

THURSDAY  

1.30 pm Tiddlywinks - a parent/carer & toddler group (during term time) 

8.00 pm House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

FRIDAY 

 7.30 pm Youth Bible study (alternate weeks) 

 7.30 pm Prayer meeting (3rd Friday of every month) 

 7.30 pm Young adults group (3rd Friday of every month) 

SATURDAY 

10.00am Kids club (3rd Saturday of every month) 

10.30am 60+ Coffee morning (last Saturday of every month) 

  

 
Minister: Rev Dr Amutha Devaraj 

email: amutha@adbaptistchurch.org.uk 

é at a glance  

PLEASE CHECK IF GROUPS ARE  

RUNNING DURING THE SCHOOL 

HOLIDAYS 


