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SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10.30am 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

(Acts 1:8, NIV)

A Local Church Bringing The Love Of Jesus To Our Wonderful Community

MISSION & WITNESS
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Dear Church, 

Let us be attentive!  

“We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we 

have heard, so that we do not drift away”.   Heb. 2:1 

. 

God speaks. God always likes to communicate with us. When we   

have attentive ears, we can hear His voice loudly and clearly.          

Elijah was desperate to know what God’s 

response for his troubled heart would be    

(1 Kings 19:10-18). He was zealous for the 

Lord God Almighty and could not tolerate 

people disobeying God, and God-sent 

prophets. Whilst he was seeking for God’s 

response, God did not tell him through 

which means He would speak to him. Elijah 

was left to take responsibility to be attentive 

and select God’s voice from all the other 

voices around. Elijah did not hear God in  

the stormy wind, the earthquake or the fire, 

but heard Him in a “gentle whisper” or a “still 

small voice.” The former powerful manifestations could have easily led 

Elijah to misread that they were from God. Yet he did not give up and 

was attentive until He heard God’s voice. Open-handed receptivity; a 

yearning to hear God. 

God will speak. Are we preparing our family members to hear? Are   

we alerting our children to listen? How often do we ask effective   

questions such as “What is the invitation in this particular Scripture”? 

Or perhaps, “In what way is our life changing because we recognized 

and responded to God’s voice”? God spoke with Adam and Eve and 

when they were listening to His voice they had a wonderful time.     

The serpent can never tolerate us talking with God. Adam and Eve fell  
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into the serpent’s deceptive scheme. They started hearing the      

deceiver’s voice rather than being attentive to the Creator’s voice. 

We must be attentive and discern where a voice is coming from so 

that we will not be led astray.  

During this season of Lent, many people choose to either give up 

various things or practise self-discipline. Why not commit ourselves 

to practise attentiveness so we do not miss His gentle whisper? 

God Bless, 

Amutha 

 

                          (Taken from the March 2020 edition of News and Views) 
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Does God Favour a Gender? 

 

From a very young age, I always knew what I wanted to be        

when I grew up, I wanted to be a mum and have many children. My 

paternal grandmother had 8 children and 14 grandchildren. She had 

a huge impact on my life, and I always wanted to be a mum and 

grandmother like her. When I became pregnant with our first child, I 

was so happy that my dream had come true. I wanted to scream and 

let the whole world know that I was pregnant.  As my baby bump 

was small and people could not really make out that I was pregnant, 

I used to walk placing my hand on my belly to hint to people around 

me that I was pregnant. Even though my pregnancy journey was not 

smooth as I had severe morning sickness throughout my pregnancy, 

I enjoyed every phase of it. I purchased a pregnancy guide and read 

it excitedly waiting to experience the baby kicks and movements. 

While I was in my own la-la land, I observed one thing. People 

around me, my family, members of my Church and pastors I know 

used to come, pray, and bless me that I would give birth to a healthy 

boy baby. To my surprise, none of them blessed me that I would 

give birth to a girl baby. When our first child, our eldest daughter, 

was born, my husband and I were very happy. People who came to 

visit me started saying, “Don’t worry! God will bless you with a boy 

next time.” Honestly, I was not at all sad. I always wanted to be a 

mum of girl babies even though I am not good at dressing them up 

and I only know one hairstyle tying the hair up into a ponytail. During 

my pregnancy, I read An Independent Woman by Candace Camp, 

Anne of Green Gables and A Little Princess. I wished that my 

daughter should be kind and generous like Sara Crewe from A Little 

Princess, funny, adventurous, curious and chatty like Anne from 

Anne of Green Gables and a strong, confident girl like Juliana from 

An Independent Woman. 

When I was pregnant the second time, people around me were very 

confident that I was going to have a baby boy. My family and people 

from my Church again prayed and blessed me to have a boy. When 

our second daughter was born, they were all shocked, but I knew  
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that God had answered my eldest daughter’s prayers as she always 

prayed for a sister. When I gave birth to a girl again, the real problem 

started. Some of my family members were upset and disappointed. 

My husband and I became the recipients of people’s sympathy and 

motivational words. When I was being discharged from the hospital, 

my gynecologist called my 5 year old eldest daughter and said, 

“Always remember how people treated your mum for giving birth to 

girls, you should work hard and make your mum proud.” Those words 

really affected me, and I started observing the society around me 

closely.  

I was born and raised in India where female goddesses are           

worshipped, even a female cow is worshipped but daughters are    

unwanted. I was surprised when Indian Christians were also           

obsessed with boys, I think it is a cultural thing. I have never heard 

anyone praying or blessing a pregnant woman to have a girl baby, 

even uttering the word ‘girl’ is like a bad omen. When my eldest 

daughter used to say that she was praying for a sister, people used to 

correct her saying that she needed to pray for a brother. 

Why do Indians prefer boys over girls? 

1.The majority of Indians are Hindus, and they believe that a son will 

deliver them from hell. The son performs funeral cremation rites to 

dead parents to save them from hell. So, they wish to have sons who 

can deliver them from hell. 

2. India is a patriarchal society. A son lives with his parents even after 

his marriage and takes care of them when they are old whereas girls, 

after marriage leave their parents’ home and go to live with her          

in-laws family.  

3. In India, girls’ parents must pay a huge dowry to the boy’s family in 

terms of cash, gold and properties. Even though it is illegal to demand 

and give a dowry, it still happens. Girls are considered a financial  

burden to families. 

From ancient times, girls and women in India were oppressed. Girls 

were not allowed to receive an education, married at a very young 

age to older men and became widows at a young age. There was an 

evil Hindu practice called ‘Sati’, where a widow (mostly a young girl)  
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was thrown onto her husband’s funeral pyre to burn alive and          

die. Many Indian reformists including William Carey, a Christian    

missionary fought to abolish Sati. 

Even today widows, divorced women and single mothers are           

not treated with respect. Mothers who give birth to daughters are  

considered to be cursed by God and women who have sons are held 

in high regard. Last year, BBC broadcasted a documentary that was 

recorded 30 years ago in which the rural midwives, the women who 

assist women in childbirth in villages made shocking confessions. 

They confessed that they have killed several newborn girl babies     

on the request of the families. They said that they have put salt and 

fertilizers in babies’ mouth and nose to kill them. In some cases, even 

the child’s own grandmother killed newborn girls, choking them by 

putting rice grains in their mouths. This is called Female infanticide. 

As technology advanced and people were able to know the gender of 

the baby in the womb using ultrasound scans, upon discovering that 

the gender of the baby was a girl, some would abort the baby. This is 

called Female Feticide.  In 1994, a law was made in India prohibiting 

pre-natal gender testing. It is now illegal to know the gender of the 

baby during pregnancy in India. Every day we hear on the news that 

newborn girl babies are found in bushes and bins. 

Not only India, but many eastern cultures also prefer boys. Even in 

the west many Kings including Henry VIII, divorced and tortured 

wives when they failed to produce sons, the male heirs. 

Does God in the Bible also favour one gender? When I gave birth to 

my two daughters, I did not have much Bible knowledge. But later 

when I started reading the Bible to know God more deeply and to  

understand His character, I came to know that God does not favour 

boys and men. Let me share what I have learnt from the Bible. 

1. In the book of Genesis 1:27, it is written that God created male and 

female in His image. So, both are made in God’s image (not physical 

image). 

2. Male and female both sinned in the garden of Eden. Both were 

punished and both needed salvation. In Galatians 3:28, it says that 

“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there  
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male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Both men      

and women are the same in Jesus, no discrimination. Both men and 

women were saved by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 

3. The Holy Spirit was poured on both men and women on the day    

of Pentecost. Jesus’ followers both men and women who had been 

waiting in Jerusalem received the Holy Spirit. 

4. God used many women both in the Old Testament and in the New 

Testament. 

Deborah: Deborah was a great prophetess and led Israel as a Judge. 

In a male dominant ancient culture, she was chosen by God to lead 

His people. She used to receive God’s word and held courts under    

a palm tree to resolve the Israelites’ disputes. The most powerful   

and biggest democratic country in the world, the USA, has not had a 

woman as a president yet but in those days, God chose a woman to 

lead the Israelites. 

Jael: A heroic woman. When the Israelites were fighting with the King 

of Cannan who had a powerful military commander called Sisera who 

was equipped with 900 chariots fitted with iron, Sisera fled the war as 

God was with the Israelites. Jael saw the fleeing Sisera and invited 

him to take rest in her tent. As Sisera was tired, she gave him milk 

and made arrangements for him to sleep. When he was sleeping, Jael 

took a tent peg and hammer and drove the peg through his temple 

and killed him. Wow! Jael is no less than David who killed Goliath     

to save God’s people. Jael acted wisely with courage and killed the 

enemy to save the Israelites.  

Queen Esther: She risked her own life to save the Jews. 

The Samaritan Woman: The first evangelist. After discovering that 

Jesus is the Messiah, she went to share the good news to her people 

and brought them to Jesus. 

Women were the first to see the empty tomb and they took the news 

to the male disciples. 

Jesus broke the social customs at that time by including many women 

like Joanna, Suzanna, Mary of Bethany, His mother Mary and Mary 

Magdalene in His ministry.  
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Junia:   A Jewish woman was imprisoned for her faith in Jesus. 

Lydia: A wealthy businesswoman believed in Jesus and her       

household were baptized and supported the Apostle’s ministry. 

Men and women are created by God in His image, given same value 

but different roles to play in family and in Church. To explain in       

layman terms, I have a washing machine and a tumble dryer. Both 

are useful to me; one washes and the other dries the clothes. If  

someone asks me which is more valuable, I cannot say because both 

function to make my life easy. Even if one of them is not working, it 

affects my life. Both are valuable to me. Sadly, the world we live in 

misunderstood how God created men and women equally and has 

oppressed the women. Women have to fight for their rights and to be 

treated fairly. Some people take scripture out of context and claim that 

Christianity is oppressive towards women and that the God in the   

Bible is a misogynist. I always tell my 3 daughters (God blessed us 

with our third daughter during the pandemic) not to believe what the 

world says but trust what their Creator says about them. I am writing 

this article from my eldest daughter’s room and when I lift my head,     

I can see a sticky note on the wall with the Bible verse saying, “I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made by God.” This line summarises my  

article. Girls are God’s masterpieces, the apple of His eye, created, 

called and equipped for His Kingdom purpose just like boys. Our    

caring God says that He is the defender of widows and asks us, His 

followers to protect them and help them. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on this International Women’s 

Day, let us rejoice and celebrate that we serve a Just God who     

does not show favouritism to one gender but loves and cares about 

everyone equally. 

 

God bless us all!! 

Latha Billa 
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I recently read two books about children and Sunday school. “Kids 

in Combat” by David Walters and “Come Ye Children” by Charles 

Spurgeon. Giving perspectives on children’s relationship with God. 

It made me think about “labels”! 

When we talk about family in church, we often speak about       

more than just biology. We’re talking about belonging, identity, and 

relationship — with each other, and with God. 

• Children born into a Muslim household are called Muslims. 

• Children born into a Hindu household are called Hindus. 

• Children born into a Jewish household are called Jews. 

Children born into Christian homes are not automatically called 

Christians. 

Growing up in a Christian home counts for something, just not in  

the way we sometimes assume. Christianity is different because 

identity is not inherited. Not by physical birth, but by NEW BIRTH. 

Not by family line, but by PERSONAL FAITH. Not by tradition, but 

by RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS. A relationship, not a label. 

In many religions, identity is closely tied to heritage and culture. If 

you’re born into the community, you belong to it.  

Christianity doesn’t work that way. 

In the Bible, a Christian is someone who has personally trusted      

in Jesus Christ. It’s not a cultural label or a family title — it’s a     

relational one. You may be raised around church or Sunday 

school. You know Bible stories. You learn Christian values. You  

belong to a Christian family. None of those things, on their own, 

make you a Christian. Jesus always made it personal. 

Family – Ours, Yours, His. 
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When we look at Jesus’ words, this becomes even clearer. He never 

said, “Follow me because your parents do.” 

Instead, He said things like: 

• “If anyone wants to be my disciple…” 

• “Follow me.” 

• “You must be born again.” 

Every invitation Jesus gave was directed to the individual heart. Faith 

was never assumed — it was always invited. A new beginning, not a 

hand‑me‑down. 

The New Testament often talks about becoming a “new creation” or 

being “born again.” That language matters. 

You can inherit: 

• Teaching 

• Values 

• Traditions 

• Community 

YOU CANNOT INHERIT CONVERSION. 

Faith isn’t something parents can pass down like eye colour or a    

surname. It’s something each person must respond to for themselves.  

NOT TRIBE, BUT CALLING 

Some faiths include both a religious identity and an ethnic or cultural 

identity. Judaism, for example, can be both a faith and a people 

group. 

• Christianity has no ethnic category. 

• No nationality. 

• No cultural shortcut. 
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It is defined entirely by belief, trust, and discipleship. 

What the early church understood: 

In the book of Acts, people were first called “Christians” after they 

had believed, followed Jesus, and begun living out that faith. 

The term was used for: 

• Believers 

• Disciples 

• Those who had consciously chosen Christ 

So, what do we call children growing up in Christian homes? 

Often, they are described as: 

• Children of Christian parents 

• Raised in the faith  

• Part of the church family 

• Surrounded by God’s people 

 

All of those are precious and meaningful — but they are not the 

same as PERSONAL FAITH. The heart of it all. 

Christianity insists on something both challenging and beautiful:  

faith cannot be inherited — only invited. 

   A Christian is someone who has PERSONALLY 

encountered Jesus and said “YES.”  

That’s why the language is different. That’s why the invitation       

remains open.  

That’s why every generation must respond for itself. 

 

God bless and have a great month.  

David Howarth 
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Continuing the story of Maghdi from North Africa (Feb N&V’s)  

For months Maghdi had been chatting on line to Habib, the team’s 

apologist, asking excellent questions but then falling silent for weeks. 

It emerged that his family were unhappy with his searching and had 

been trying to dissuade him. 

The first question Maghdi asked the team was at Christmas: ”Why did 

Jesus come?” After more questions, something finally clicked, and 

Maghdi gave his life to Jesus. Maghdi had made his decision before 

the final video of the Christmas series, saying, “This is the first time I 

have heard the Christmas story so clearly”. This was wonderful news 

for Andrea and Ian. 

When you’re the only Christian in your family, finding a sense of   

community is vital. The team put Maghdi in touch with another    

Christian in his own city who can study the Bible with him, so that he 

won’t be alone in his newfound faith. 

 

 

Next month Andrea and Ian’s ‘technical’ outreach continues ….. 
 
*Apart from Andrea and Ian, names have been changed for security reasons. 

         

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

  

 

 

        

Many Happy Returns 

of  the  Day  to:- 

- BMS BIRTHDAY -

Jessila Balaji 

BMS NEWS 

Doreen Hunter 

8th March 

North Africa 

Sharing God’s Love ‘Online’  
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UP AND DOWN THE 2026 WALK 

 

 

The 2026 Unlock walk will be a hilly one in North London, as we     

visit Hampstead and Kilburn, with the opportunity for those who wish 

to explore the open spaces and views from Hampstead Heath, one   

of the highest points in London. Kilburn lies on ancient (pre-Roman) 

Watling Street which is now the modern A5, and has a very             

inner-city feel to it, with large Irish, Afro-Caribbean and Middle Eastern 

communities. Hampstead is a famously leafy suburb, with West 

Hampstead and Frognal somewhere in between. The area is well 

served by train and bus services, including the London Overground's 

Mildmay Line. As I write, we are still finalising the route and the 

Churches we will be visiting, but as ever there is a fascinating mixture, 

each with its own story of God's work to tell. 

The 2026 walk takes place on Saturday 18th April 2026. It will be the 

43rd Walk. Please put it in your diaries. The 2025 walk raised £25,148 

which is over 55% of UNLOCK’s income. ADBC came 2nd in the 

amount of money raised! Well, done everyone. Let’s see if we can 

equal or better it in 2026. I’ll update any details nearer the time. 

Don’t forget to add the  

Unlock London Walk  

date to your diary 

 - Saturday 18th April 2026  - 

Brian Waterfield 
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Lent lunches are being held this year and as usual 

the voluntary donations will be sent to Christian 

Aid. For the first time ADBC will be hosting one. 

This year the dates and venues are as follows: 

Wednesday 4th March at 12 noon - Lent lunch at Gantshill        

Methodist Church IG2 6TU 

Thursday 12th March at 12 noon - Lent lunch at Hainault Baptist 

Church IG6 2UT 

Thursday 19th March at 10.00am - Lent breakfast at Barkingside 

Methodist Church IG6 2AZ 

Wednesday 25th March at noon - Venue ADBC 

We have a small, dedicated team helping arrange our event. If       

anyone would like to assist please contact Gill or Tim. The idea is 

based on the traditional Lenten fast where we join in with God's own 

sorrow at the continuing tragedy of His world. So it's an austerity 

lunch where enthusiasm is more important than catering experience! 

In addition to the Lent Lunches, on Friday 6th March 2.00pm there    

is WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE AT BARKINGSIDE      

METHODIST CHURCH. The theme this year is ' I will give you rest', 

based on Matt 11:28-30. The service is prepared by the Christian 

women of Nigeria, focusing on finding spiritual and physical rest 

amidst life's burdens. The service addresses themes of shame,     

systemic oppression, poverty and despair, offering a message          

of transformation through God's grace. It is hoped it will highlight    

Nigerian culture, including the use of the          

calabash bowl to represent divine provision and 

daily sustenance. It would be good if we could 

support this service and join with Christians 

across the globe. 

NIFOC - DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Tim Davies 
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     Saturday 21st March 

20th March 2026               
@ 7.30 PM

(every 3rd Friday)

@

Church
All are welcome

TO PRAY FOR

• THE CHURCH
• THE COMMUNITY
• THE NATION
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Sat. 28th March 

@

4.00 pm

from the

church car park

Cover photo - Rainham Marshes, Purfleet. 21.09.25 by Bekki Stewart 
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TALK TO DONI OR AMUTHA
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“You don’t have to live in fear about debt – God has given 
support that can make a long -term difference called

the first action to freedom is 
taking that first step”

appointment with Toks: 

ASHURST DRIVE

TALK TO 

BRIAN WATERFIELD

IF YOU WISH TO JOIN

Baptist Church
YOU ARE CONNECTED TO ANOTHER PERSON(S) 

AND

YOU CAN PRAY FOR EACH OTHER.

Ashurst Drive Baptist Church
Ashurst Drive, Gants Hill Relaxed, informal, sociable time chatting, 

with tea/coffee, biscuits and cakes.

Everyone aged 60 and above is Welcome!

Come along and enjoy a delightful 
morning with us. 

Bring a friend or meet new ones! 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Every last Saturday of the month
(excluding December)

10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon 
(or join us any time in between!)

IG2 6QH
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Would you like 

to donate towards
flowers on a 

Sunday?

Perhaps on a special anniversary or to 

mark your birthday?

We have people who will display the 
flowers which will then be distributed 
after the church service.

Suggested donation - £20

Please see Toks or Rachel

contact - treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

• If you are a taxpayer, please use the 
blue envelopes

• Setup a Standing Order

• Write a cheque in favour of “ADBC”

• You can also raise free donations to 
ADBC when you shop online on 
easyfundraising. This will make a BIG 
difference to our church. 

• Sign up here: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

• contact: 
treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

Ways to 

Support 

ADBC

 

 

SUNDAY  

10.30 am Morning worship (also online) 

  Sunday School - (ages 3 - 18)              Creche available 

  (All age service 1st Sunday of every month) 

12.30pm Young adults group (3rd Sunday of every month) 

MONDAY  

2.00 pm New Horizons (2nd Monday of every month) 

TUESDAY  

7.45 pm Badminton club 

WEDNESDAY  

8.00 pm  House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

THURSDAY  

1.30 pm Tiddlywinks - a parent/carer & toddler group (during term time) 

8.00 pm House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

FRIDAY 

 7.30 pm Youth Bible study (alternate weeks) 

 7.30 pm Prayer meeting (3rd Friday of every month) 

SATURDAY 

10.00am Kids club (3rd Saturday of every month) 

10.30am 60+ Coffee morning (last Saturday of every month) 

  

 Minister: Rev Dr Amutha Devaraj 
email: amutha@adbaptistchurch.org.uk 

… at a glance  

PLEASE CHECK IF GROUPS ARE  

RUNNING DURING THE SCHOOL 

HOLIDAYS 


