“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8, NIV)
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Dear Church,

Jesus Calls Us His Own!

"For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother
and sister and mother."” (Matthew 12:50)

Jesus' biological mother and
brothers arrived to see Him. He
used this opportunity to reveal a
deeper spiritual truth. Looking at
His disciples, He asked, "Who are
my mother and my brothers?" He
then answered His own question _
by pointing to His disciples and S Sisterf&@Mother!
telling the crowd that they were | - WMiatthew 12:50
His mother and brothers. This

would have puzzled His listeners, so He immediately explained: "For
whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and
sister and mother" (Matt. 12:50). In other words, the relationships
that matter most in the eternal perspective are those founded on a
right relationship with God.

Human family relationships are beautiful and necessary blessings,
and God Himself is the author of them. Jesus was not dismissing
the importance of family relationships. Rather, He was emphasizing
that the most important relationship anyone can have is a right
relationship with God, expressed through obedience to His will.

How do we know God's will? The better we know a person, the more
familiar we become with that person's desires and intentions. For
example, a child may see a ball bounce across a busy street, but he
does not run after it because he knows, "My father would not want
me to do that." He does not need to ask his father for advice in every
situation because he already knows his father's heart. The same is
true in our relationship with God. As we walk with the Lord, obey His
Word, and rely on His Spirit, we grow in our understanding of Him.

We begin to think more like Christ and discern His will more clearly.

How, then, do we obey God's will? Jesus explained to Nicodemus in
John 3 that God's will is for people to believe in His Son, Jesus
Christ. Later, Jesus taught His disciples to place their faith in Him,
declaring that He is "the way, the truth, and the life" and that no one
comes to the Father except through Him (John 14:6). Obedience
begins with faith in Christ and continues as we follow Him daily.

May we rejoice that through faith in Christ we are welcomed into
God's family and are called brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus.

God Bless,
Amutha



God has a plan

When Joseph was sold by his brothers as a slave, wrongly accused
by Potiphar’s wife and put in prison, Joseph did not know why but
God had a plan. David was sent to King Saul's service and was
always running and hiding from Saul who wanted to kill him out of
jealousy and insecurity. David did not know why but God had a plan.

When Job lost everything he had, he did not know why but God had
a plan. When Daniel was put in a Lion’s den and Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego were put in the fiery furnace for their faith
they did not know what was going to happen to them, but God had a
plan.

The woman who was suffering with a bleeding disorder for 12 years
did not know why she was not being healed but God had a plan. The
paralysed man laying at the Bethesda pool for 38 years did not know
how he would be healed but God had a plan.

Paul and Silas were severely flogged and were thrown into a jail.
They did know what would happen to them, but God had a plan.

When my health was declining, my life was getting harder and | was
worried, God repeatedly spoke to me through this verse, “For | know
the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11

As my condition got worse and | was going through painful
procedures, | asked God, “What is good in my suffering? Where is
hope?”

| prayed and pleaded with God to take away my iliness, but God

made it clear that like Apostle Paul, | have to live with this illness. He
repeatedly spoke to me saying, “My grace is sufficient for you.”

Not all of us will have a miraculous deliverance like Daniel,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Not all of us will be completely
healed like the woman Jesus healed and the paralytic man at the

pool. Not all of us will be promoted as rulers like Joseph and David.
Sometimes God’s plan is not to change our circumstances but to
change us. God’s plan might be to refine us, discipline us, teach us
and to draw us closer to Him.

As believers what can we do while going through difficult times?
1. We can trust God and live a righteous life like Joseph.

2. Like David we can cry out to God and tell Him how we are
feeling. In many Psalms, David says, “Lord my eyes are growing
weak with sorrow, my bones are growing weak and my strength
is failing.” We don’t need to mask our feelings we can honestly
tell God how we feel.

Like Paul and Silas, we can pray and worship God.

We can read God’s Word and remember His faithfulness and
promises.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, if you are fighting sickness,
depression or going through any other difficult situations let me
encourage you that we are not alone in this. Our Almighty and
All-powerful God is with us. He is our strength. As David said in
Psalms 31:15, our times are in God’s hands. The doctors or our
circumstances don’t have the final say only Our God has the final say
on our future.

God bless us all!!

Latha Billa
-

MY GRACE IS

FOR MY POWER IS MADE

2 CORINTHIANS 12:9
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Has “Sin” been Repackaged?

The word sin is not spoken as often today as it once was. Yet
before God, its meaning has not changed. Sin is not merely a
mistake, a weakness, or an unfortunate habit. It is our failure to love,
obey, and honour the Lord as we ought. It is falling short of His
holiness and choosing our own way above His will.

We live in a world that prefers softer language. Instead of speaking
about sin, repentance, and holiness, people often use words such
as harmful, unhealthy, toxic, inappropriate, or problematic. Some of
these words may describe real wrongs, but they do not go deep
enough. They may expose damage yet leave out the deepest truth
of all: that every sin is first and foremost against God.

So, the question for our generation is not simply,

“Has sin disappeared?” - The deeper question is: - How has sin
been repackaged? - Sin Has Not Gone Away

Sin has not vanished because human nature has not changed. The
human heart still wanders, rebels, and justifies itself. What has
changed is the language people use to explain, excuse, soften, or
even celebrate what God has plainly called sin.

Many sins today are not denied so much as repackaged. They are
dressed in acceptable words and presented as normal, healthy, or
admirable. Yet a new label cannot change an old reality.

What Scripture calls pride may be praised as self-love or
empowerment. What Scripture calls lust may be defended as
freedom or self-expression. What Scripture calls greed may be
admired as ambition or success. Gossip may be disguised as
concern, and idolatry may appear in our obsession with image,
status, comfort, or self. Not every modern word is wrong, but the
danger comes when new language excuses what God calls sin.

How Society Redefines Sin

Modern culture = different frameworks = right or wrong.

The legal framework says something is wrong if it breaks the law.
The psychological framework says it is wrong if it causes harm
or emotional damage. The social framework says it is wrong
if it violates fairness, consent, inclusion, or respect. The cultural
framework may describe something as toxic, offensive, or
unacceptable. Is the political framework self-serving?

These frameworks can sometimes be helpful, and Christians should
care about justice, honesty, and human dignity. But they are
incomplete if they leave God out.

Something can be legal and still sinful. Something can be popular and
still sinful. Something can be culturally accepted and still sinful.

God’s holiness does not change with public opinion.

When God is removed from the conversation, sin is often reduced to
whatever society currently disapproves of. Lying becomes “bending
the truth,” gossip becomes casual conversation, and greed is
admired if it brings visible success. But society’s moral compass
keeps moving.

God'’s standard does not change with public opinion.

The Danger of Rebranding Sin

One danger of rebranding sin is that it can make us feel innocent with-
out making us clean. A softer explanation may reduce shame, but it
cannot remove guilt before God.

Isaiah gives a serious warning: “Woe to those who call evil good and
good evil” (Isaiah 5:20).

This warning is for everyone!!



We may call pride “having standards,” unforgiveness “protecting
ourselves,” gossip “sharing concerns,” and lukewarm faith “being
balanced.” The human heart is skilled at defending itself, which
is why we need the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, and honest
self-examination.

Truth With Grace

Christians must be careful. Recognising sin does not give us
permission to become harsh or self-righteous. Jesus never lowered
God’s standard, yet He showed mercy to broken people.

Our calling is not to hate people, but to hate sin and love sinners —
remembering that we ourselves are sinners saved by grace.

Romans 3:23 reminds us: “For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.”
The gospel does not say, “You are fine as you are,” nor does it say,

“You are beyond hope.” It says that we are fallen, loved, and able to
be forgiven and changed through Jesus Christ.

What Should Christians Do?

First, we should learn to recognise sin even when it has been
renamed. Second, we should examine ourselves before judging
others. Third, we should speak truth with humility. And fourth, we
should remember that only Jesus can truly deal with sin.

A Question for ME..

“How has society repackaged sin?” and “Have | renamed
anything in my own life that God is calling me to confess?” Sin
may be softened by society, but not by God. Yet where sin is
confessed, grace is found: 1 John 1:9 NIV: "If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness."

God bless until next time
David Howarth

. 3 BMS NEWS . 9
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BMS From Ruin to Renewal BMS

On 28th October 2025, the Caribbean was hit with a category 5 storm,
known as Hurricane Malissa. With houses and churches destroyed
by winds of up to 185 miles per hour, the storm had massive
repercussions across many countries. With more than 80 deaths and
over 1.5 million people affected in Jamaica alone, the damage that
occurred was unimaginable for the entire Caribbean.

After a month the impact was still being felt. They were without
connectivity and still without light and water, but the resilient spirit,
faith and determination to start again was there.

The Christian community in Jamaica still hosts church services at
the Peace and Justice Centre. Made entirely of concrete, the small
building sustained minimal damage and now serves as a church,
clinic and distribution centre.

Your donations to the Birthday Scheme allows BMS to reach those
who are most affected by disasters across the world. - thank you.

Doreen Hunter




Thank you for all those who took part in
the UNLOCK walk this year.

44 people took part which is another
record. Thanks to Doni, Femi and Carola
and anyone else who helped lead the way.

| have sent £1100 to UNLOCK for ADBC'’s
contribution. This doesn’t include any Gift
Aid.

| heard that people really enjoyed it and
especially first-time walkers.

Look out for details of the 2027 walk towards the end of this year or

early next year.

Thank you again to everyone who supported UNLOCK.

God bless, Brian Waterfield
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3 session: Saturday, 26" September @ 4:00 pm

4™ session: Saturday, 17" October @ 4:00 pm

Every 3rd Saturday, 10:00 - 12:00. £3/child (Ages 4 - 11)
REGISTER AT THE RECEPTION

Ashurst Drive Baptist Church

Ashurst Drive, 1IG2 6QH

ALL ARE WELCOME
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17t July 2026

@ 7.30 PM
(every 3™ Friday)

@
Church

All are welcome

+ THE CHURCH
+ THE COMMUNITY
« THE NATION

-

f
Every |
Monday Morning |k

@ 7 am
Via Zoom

606 233 4044
ADBC
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2nd Monday

of every month

omzone, [
ALL ARE
GRQUP WELCOME &=

Talk to Chris or Tim or
Gill if you wish to join

Alternate Tuesday evenings @ 8 pm
Through zoom
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HOUSE
GROUPS

Alternate Thursdays
8.00 PM on 88 Zoom

All are welcome

Talk to Doni Daniel

if you wish to join

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY

2nd & 4th Fridays
7.30PM
Church hall

Worship « Games - Bible study

TALK TO DONI OR AMUTHA

FOR FURTHER DETAILS

BIBLE STUDY

60+ Group

COffee B Every last Saturday of the month
' (excluding December)
# Morning

10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon
Ashurst Drive Baptist Church ’

(or join us any time in between!)
Ashurst Drive, Gants Hill Relaxed, informal, sociable time chatting,
1G2 éQH 3 g with tea/coffee, biscuits and cakes.

Everyone aged 60 and above is Welcome!

Come along and enjoy a delightful
morning with us.

Bring a friend or meet new ones!
We look forward to seeing you there!
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v Games!
v Food!
v Bowling! v Bible studies!

v Testimony sharing!

Please contact Benita Jayaseelan for any change
in date and time

To make a confidential
appointment with Toks:
signpost@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

ASHURST DRIVE

Bap]tlst Church
You Are Connecten To ANOTHER PERSON(S)'
A

AND
You Can Pray For EacH OTHER!

Partner

Ministry




If you are a taxpayer, please use the

blue envelopes?

STANDING

® Setup a Standing Order ®oRDER

® Write a cheque in favour of “ADBC”

You can also raise free donations to
ADBC when you shop online on
easyfundraising. This will make a BIG
difference to our church.

Sign up here:
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

® contact:
treasurer @adbaptistchurch.org.uk

Ashurst Drive Baptist Church

Food Bank

donations
to Redbridge Council

Last Sunday of
every month

Bring what you can to
support those in need

Would you like

to donate towards
flowers on a

Perhaps on a special anniversary or to
mark your birthday?

We have people who will display the
flowers which will then be distributed
after the church service.

Suggested donation - £20

Cover photo - Swallowtail butterfly, Strumpshaw, Norfolk. 07.06.26
by Bekki Stewart
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... at a glance

L]
I n g PLEASE CHECK IF GROUPS ARE

RUNNING DURING THE SCHOOL
HOLIDAYS

SUNDAY
10.30 am  Morning worship (also online)
Sunday School - (ages 3 - 18)
Creche available  (All age service 1st Sunday of every month)
MONDAY
7:00am  Praying through Psalms (zoom)
2.00pm  New Horizons (2nd Monday of every month)
TUESDAY
7.45 pm Badminton club
8.00 pm  Journeying with Jesus’ disciples (alternate weeks via Zoom)
WEDNESDAY
8.00 pm  House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom)
THURSDAY
1.30 pm  Tiddlywinks - a parent/carer & toddler group (during term time)
8.00 pm  House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom)
FRIDAY
7.30 pm  Youth Bible study (alternate weeks)
7.30 pm  Prayer meeting (3rd Friday of every month)
7.30 pm  Young adults group (3rd Friday of every month)
SATURDAY
10.00am  Kids club (3rd Saturday of every month)
10.30am 60+ Coffee morning (last Saturday of every month)

Minister: Rev Dr Amutha Devaraj
email: amutha@adbaptistchurch.org.uk




