“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8, NIV)
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Dear Church,
God calls us for His mission!

“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
Romans 10:15

As we approach the new year, 2026, let us pause, reflect, and
rediscover God'’s heart for a world He deeply loves. He is not calling us
to rush into activity, but to allow Him to shape our hearts toward
compassion, availability, and faithful obedience.

Romans 10:15 invites us into a posture of
readiness, into our homes, our workplaces, ‘
our neighbourhoods, and our everyday “ _
conversations. The call is not about striving K
harder but about offering ourselves more
fully to God’s leading. God does not ask
us to go everywhere, but to be faithful
where we are sent. And as we take those
steps, however small they may feel,
Scripture assures us that God calls them
beautiful.

Calling those feet “beautiful” reshapes
how we understand faithfulness. God does
not measure beauty by visibility, eloquence,
or recognition. He delights in willing steps
taken in love. Beautiful feet may belong to those
who listen patiently, serve quietly, give generously,
pray faithfully, and speak gently of Christ when the moment is right.
Mission is not reserved for a few but shared by the whole church.
Some are called to go far; many are called to go near. Some speak
publicly; others live out the gospel through daily faithfulness. Together,
as one body, we participate in God’s work of making Christ known.

The apostle Paul walks us through God’s gracious design for salvation.

People call on the Lord and are saved—but they can only call if they
believe, and they can only believe if they have heard. Hearing, in
turn, requires someone willing to be sent. The question echoes
through the church today: Who will go? Who is willing to obey this
calling and be part of God’s mission? Like Isaiah, may our response
be, “Here am |, Lord. Send me.” Remember, God does not send us
alone. He promises to be with us always, to the very end of the age.
Amen.

Wishing you a very happy and a blessed New Year 2026!
God Bless,

Amutha



Thanksqgiving and Rededicating

Happy New Year everyone! We are always excited about new things
like a new home, new job and a new year because we like new
beginnings as it gives us an opportunity to start over again, to reflect
on the past and to set new goals to transform ourselves. It is that
time of the year again, when people get busy making resolutions to
improve their health, finances and relationships. Before we think
about 2026, let us take a moment to reflect and thank God for the
year 2025, for His faithfulness, His amazing work in our lives and for
enabling us to enter into this New Year.

As part of my daily Bible reading, | am meditating on the book
of Deuteronomy, and | am encouraged by God to share these words
with you. After the lIsraelites journeyed through the wilderness for
40 years and were about to cross the River Jordan to enter into the
Promised Land, Moses, who knew that he would not be going
with them into the Promised Land, gave his farewell speech to the
Israelites on the plains of Moab. Moses reminded them about God’s
goodness and urged them to obey God’s commands while living in
the Promised Land. Moses’s words are applicable to us as well as
we look back at 2025 and stepping into 2026. In Deuteronomy 2:7,
Moses said, “The Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of
your hands. He has watched over your journey through this vast wil-
derness. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you,
and you have not lacked anything.”

Like Moses, we all can testify that God was with us in 2025,
blessed the work of our hands, watched over us and protected us.
For the past 4 years, our family has been going through a difficult
time. Firstly in 2023, we lost my father-in-law, then in 2024, my
mother-in-law’s cancer came back and has spread to many parts.
She is now in palliative care. Last year my mum was diagnosed with
a kidney problem. 2025 has been a very difficult year for us as
a family. My husband had to travel to India many times and in his

absence, raising our 3 children without any family here in the UK
was really challenging. We have gone through disappointments,
discouragement and despair but only because of God and His
strength we were able to do it. He has been so faithful to me,
answered my simplest prayers like ‘God help me’, ‘God save me’, He
helped me to overcome my fears, worries and taught me to trust Him
in all circumstances. | am sure you all will also testify that whatever
trials or difficulties we have faced in 2025, God was with us, and we
did not lack anything. Let us thank God, our Heavenly Father for His
faithfulness.

From the beginning of December, | felt that God was drawing my
attention to the festival of Hanukkah. Apart from knowing that
it is a Jewish festival, | did not know anything else about it, such
as its history and why it is celebrated. The more | felt that God was
directing me towards this festival and leading me to lots of information
regarding it, | started reading about it and | was amazed to know its
history. Hanukkah or Chanukah in Hebrew is a Jewish festival.
Around 198 BC, Syrian Greek rulers invaded Judea. In 167 BC, a
cruel and violent King Antiochus IV Epiphanes became the ruler of
Judea. He proclaimed himself as God in flesh and an incarnate of
their Greek god Zeus. He oppressed the Jews, made practicing the
Moses’s laws and teaching the Torah illegal. He took over the temple
in the Jerusalem, erected statues of Zeus and other Greek gods in the
temple, sacrificed pigs on the temple’s altar and defiled the temple.
He forced the Jews to convert to Hellenism and to worship idols. A
small group of Jews called Maccabees led by Judah Maccabeus,
revolted against the king and fought with the Greek army. After 3
years, they won and reclaimed Jerusalem and the temple. They
cleansed the temple which was with idols and rededicated it to the
Lord. To ceremonially clean the temple, they needed to light the
temple’s lamp (menorah) but there was only enough oil to light
the lamp for one day. Miraculously, the oil was enough to light the
lamp for 8 days. To commemorate this, the Jews celebrate Hanukkah,



as the festival of lights for 8 days. The word Hanukkah means dedica-
tion. To my surprise, in John 10:22, Jesus was in the temple courts
during the festival of dedication which is Hanukkah.

As we are entering into this New Year, let us rededicate ourselves
as the scripture says that we are God’s temple and the Holy Spirit
dwells in us. Most Baptist Churches including ours, have a special
‘Rededication Sunday’ service often on the first Sunday in January
where the congregation renew their commitment to God, Church’s
mission, reaffirming their faith, confessing their sins and focusing to
dedicate themselves to God’s Kingdom purpose.

Let us cleanse and rededicate ourselves, just as the Jews did. Let us
repent, confess our sins, leave our sinful habits and ask God to help us
to live glorifying Him in this New Year.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we don’t know what this year 2026
has in store for us. We might experience joy, challenges, sicknesses or
anything. In Deuteronomy 1:29, Moses was encouraging the Israelites
not to be afraid as God was going ahead of them, He would fight for
them and carry them as a father carries his son. Let us rejoice to know
that the same God who helped and carried the Israelites is with us. Let
us be wise and seek God first and make knowing and serving Jesus
our priority this New Year.

God bless us all!!
Happy New Year!
Latha Billa

New Year, Same Jesus

As we step into a new year, we do so with hearts filled with
gratitude for God’s goodness and hope for what He will continue to
do among us. Last month, our December newsletter reflected
on how different faiths celebrate — or do not celebrate — the
Christmas season. This month we move forward by remembering
why we, as followers of Jesus, celebrate Him all year long.

Reflecting on December’s Theme

During December, we explored how various world religions
approach the Christmas period. Some honour Jesus as a prophet.
Some see Him as a wise teacher. Others do not recognise Him at
all. And yet, Christianity stands alone in declaring that Jesus
is not merely a teacher or prophet — but God in the flesh,
Emmanuel, God with us.

Claimed
Religious . . Claimed to Be . L
Claimed Divinity? Exclusive Historical Person?
Founder the Way?
Salvation?

Buddha No No No Yes
Muhammad No No No Yes
Moses No No No Yes
. Yes Yes Yes . . .
Krishna . . . . . . Historicity uncertain
(in scripture) (in scripture) (in scripture)
Confucius No No No Yes
Laozi No No No Uncertain



The Uniqueness of Christ

As C.S. Lewis famously argued, Jesus did not leave open the option
of being “just a good moral teacher.” By claiming divinity, claiming to
forgive sins, and claiming to be the way, truth and life, Jesus left us
with only three possibilities:

He was either a liar, a lunatic, or the Lord.

For Christians - the New Year is a reminder that we don’t follow a
philosophy, tradition, dead teacher or messenger. BUT a living
Saviour.

Looking Ahead: Walking with Jesus into 2026

As a culturally diverse and multi-generational church family, we
continue to celebrate the richness of our backgrounds and experienc-
es. What unites us is something deeper than culture, age, history, or
tradition — it is Jesus Himself. Do people see and hear Jesus in us?

In 2026, let us commit ourselves to:
* Growing in prayer
* Growing in fellowship
* Growing in love for our community
* Growing in boldness as we share our faith
* Growing in confidence that Jesus is who He says He is

Prayer & Discernment

As a new year begins, let us root ourselves in prayer. When we stay
close to Jesus, we learn to hear His voice more clearly. Discernment
becomes easier. The noise of the world becomes less distracting. We
remember that the One who holds the universe also holds each of us.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding.” Proverbs 3:5
Will people see Jesus in you and hear Jesus from you in 20267

God bless - have a great new year. David Howarth

BMS NEWS
CONGO

world mission world mission

Junior grew up in war-torn Congo. As a young lad of 12 yrs old he
had to identify his father's body. His mother had left the family
when he was 7yrs old. He and his sisters were sent to live with a
grandmother they had never met before.

Junior’s story paints a heartbreaking picture of life in Congo, a country
wracked by a humanitarian crisis stretching back decades.

At 16yrs his grandmother made plans for him to leave Congo to find
security in Europe. Furnished with passport and instructions from
unknown adults he travelled to Cyprus, but his passport was illegal,
and he was sent to prison followed by a detention centre where he
described as being the lowest and most life changing periods of his
young life. There he met a man who taught him English. That man
had a Bible in his room and Junior asked him about it. He was a
Christian and took the opportunity to explain to Junior about Christ
dying on the cross as an atonement to redeem people. But Junior
couldn’t really see God’s love or justice in his life. After 9 months
Cypriot Authorities uncovered their error and Junior was released. By
God’s grace he stepped out into a new chapter, living as a child of
God, learned from the experience received in the Detention Centre.
Through the kindness of Christians in Cyprus, Junior found
accommodation and enrolled in a school. Finally, he could see God’s
love in his life. He discovered BMS World Mission, a supported
Welcome Centre that became a place he could call home and a
desire that motivates his long-term dream of training as a pastor and
moving back to Congo. Junior began his life in the hardest of
circumstances but is on track to become an incredible man of God,

wherever his Father leads him. Happy New Year! Doreen Hunter

: - BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME -
: Many Happy Retwrns of
Jennifer Balaji 19th January
% CIliff Utting 27th January .
© Aiden Martin  31st January




North liford Fellowship Of Churches
(NIFOQC)

The North liford Fellowship of Churches (NIFOC) is an ecumenical
association of over a dozen Churches founded back in 1978 by a
group of local ministers.

The object is to foster good relationships within the Christian
community in North llford and to be a public withess to our
neighbours. The cross is erected on the roundabout at the end of the
High Street during Advent and Holy Week by participating churches to
remind passers-by that faith in our God underpins life.

During the year various events are held.

Ashurst hosted the posada (traditional Mexican wooden figurines)
on Christmas day after it was displayed at different shops in
Barkingside. Just before Christmas we arrange carol singing at the
two pubs/ restaurants in the High Street.

During January we celebrate the week of Christian Unity with a
service (this year at Hainault Baptist Church). Later we hold services
to mark the World Day of Prayer and Pentecost. Throughout Lent
the various churches hold austerity lunches to raise funds for
Christian Aid and on Good Friday members of our congregations
come together in a walk of witness from the Law Courts in
Barkingside to Ken Ashton Square by the library where we hold a
public service of praise and worship honouring our Saviour's sacrifice
on our behalf and distribute tracts. In this secular era and times of
declining church attendance a public witness is vital.

The events are publicised during the year so do please try to support
them. In particular we at ADBC have the chance to host a Lent Lunch
this year. It only involves preparing a very basic meal (soup and a roll
at most churches), so it would be great if we could get a small team of
volunteers to do this one Wednesday in Lent. If you are interested in
doing that, please let me know.

Tim Davies
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16th January 2026

@ 7.30 PM
(every 3" Friday)

@
Church

All are welcome

* THE CHURCH
+ THE COMMUNITY
* THE NATION




lstearst Dvive %W Chrcereh ALTERNATE THURSDAYS

AT

PRAYER ;& | sat24thJanuary 8.00 PM VIA ZOOM

4.00 pm W s v\, ALL ARE WELCOME

from the

church car park A [~ 883 2873 4780

zoom

REACH UP TAK TO

DONI DANIEL
IF YOU WISH TO JOIN

2ND MONDAY Every 279 & 4 Eriday
OF EVERY MONTH @
2.00 - 3.30 PM 7.30 PM
AT CHURCH Church hall

* Time of Worship
ALL ARE WELCOME . Games

* Bible Study
TAk TO

CHRIS or TiMm or GILL Talk to Dinesh Or Johanna
IF YOU WISH TO JOIN For Further Details
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Bible studies!

Bowling! Testlmony sharing!

60+ Group
.+ Coffee
- Morning

Ashurst Drive Baptist Church )

Every last Saturday of the month
(excluding December)
10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon

(or join us any time in between!)

Relaxed, informal, sociable time chatting,
with tea/coffee, biscuits and cakes

Ashurst Drive, Gants Hill
- 1G2 6QH

Everyone aged 60 and above is Welcome!

Come along and enjoy a delightful
morning with us

Bring a friend or meet new ones!
We look forward to seeing you there!
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“You don’t have to live in fear about debt - God has given
support that can make a long -term difference called

the first action to freedom is
taking that first step”

To make a confidential

appointment with Toks:
signpost@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

ASHURST DRIVE

Ba@st Church

You Are ConNECTED To ANOTHER PERSON(S)

/ AND
You Can Pray For EacH OTHER!
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Ashurst Drive Baptist
Church

Food Bank donation
to
Redbridge Council

Last Sunday of every
month

Would you like
¢ | ¢ todonate towards

Perhaps on a special anniversary or to
mark your birthday?

We have people who will display the
flowers which will then be distributed
after the church service.

If you are a taxpayer, please use the

blue envelopes §
STANDING

Setup a Standing Order ® ORDER
Write a cheque in favour of “ADBC”

You can also raise free donations to
ADBC when you shop online on
easyfundraising. This will make a BIG
difference to our church.

Sign up here:
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

contact:
treasurer @adbaptistchurch.org.uk
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..at a gl an

PLEASE CHECK | F GRO
RUNNI NG DURI NG THE
HOLI DAYS

SUNDAY
10.30 am  Morning worship (also online)
Sunday School - (ages 3 - 18) Creche available
(All age service 1st Sunday of every month)
12.30pm  Young adults group (2nd or 3rd Sunday of every month)
MONDAY
7.00am  Praying through Psalms (via Zoom)
2.00pm  New Horizons (2nd Monday of every month)
TUESDAY
745pm  Badminton club
WEDNESDAY
8.00 pm  House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom)
THURSDAY
1.30 pm  Tiddlywinks - a parent/carer & toddler group (during term time)
8.00 pm  House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom)
FRIDAY
7.30 pm  Youth Bible study (alternate weeks)
7.30 pm  Prayer meeting (3rd Friday of every month)
SATURDAY
10.00am  Kids club (3rd Saturday of every month)
10.30am 60+ Coffee morning (last Saturday of every month)

Minister: Rev Dr Amutha Devaraj
email: amutha@adbaptistchurch.org.uk
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