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SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10.30am 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

(Acts 1:8, NIV)

A Local Church Bringing The Love Of Jesus To Our Wonderful Community

MISSION & WITNESS
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Dear Church, 

Untold still Untold! 

“Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 

but also for the sins of the whole world”   1 John 2:2 

Atheism is a sect that evolved from theism. It formed because of the 

loss of faith on something. They are not convinced about something, 

perhaps, the doctrines. They are looking for evidences claiming    

themselves as logical thinkers. 

The Word of God is the proof, 

but they want to visualize  

something before them. We, 

Christians need to become   

their proofs of evidence. On the 

other hand, the other faith   

communities struggle to accept 

Christianity. Mahatma Gandhi 

glimpsed Christ, but rejected 

Christianity. He was deeply hurt by his experiences with apartheid and 

“Christians” during his time in South Africa, and it obviously stymied his 

relationship with Christ. So, are we the ones who are blocking Christ 

from being seen by others? 

We read that “Christ came to save the whole world’. We hear that 

‘Christ is the healer, not only for our sins but for the whole world’. We 

sing, ‘Lord, help me to love others as you have loved me’. Here, “the 

world” means people from any background, culture, faith, country, etc. 

How, then, do we embrace them? Do we treat Christ as if he belongs 

only to us? He is not to be possessed, but shared. 

We are now living at the end times. Our life on this earth is full of     

uncertainty, with no guarantee of tomorrow.  We need to we live with 

the understanding that today could be our last day on this earth and 
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this thought should provoke us to do what is good and pleasing in 

the eyes of the Lord. 

Every natural disaster, political unrest, or act of terrorism stimulates   

the community to step through the doors of the church. They come 

searching for peace and guidance, often carrying wounded and 

heavy hearts. We may not know what is going on in their lives, but 

something has stirred them to come to church. The church must   

rejoice in receiving visitors and embrace them in the love of Christ. 

Christ in our midst will be our protector and we will be strengthened 

and guided as we welcome and engage with strangers. Let us      

remember that we, too, were  once strangers, and have now been 

adopted as God’s sons and daughters. It is a great opportunity to 

share Christ right at our doorstep even before we go out into the 

community!  

It is still untold, so we Christians need to awake and share the truth 

to the untold! 

God Bless, 

Amutha 

 

                          (Taken from the February 2020 edition of News and Views) 
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Wisdom gives Life 

 

Life is full of choices. During our life on this earth, we need to make 

a lot of choices, some are simpler ones, what to eat for breakfast, 

what to wear, and some are life altering choices. My day starts with 

asking God to give me the wisdom to lead my life as a wife and a 

mother. I pray for God’s wisdom to make right choices, to say the 

right words and to guide my children wisely. The one area I struggle 

in most is being indecisive while online shopping, be it clothes or 

kitchen items. When there are hundreds of products to choose from 

and when I cannot physically feel or touch to know the quality of the 

materials, it becomes very difficult for me to choose. I fear that I may 

buy the wrong or unnecessary things. It may sound funny to others 

but I pray for God’s wisdom while I do online shopping. When I am 

struggling, I ask God to remove the wrong items or make them out of 

stock so that it becomes easy for me to choose the right ones. God 

always helps me. The one character trait that I admire in others, 

which I lack and would love to have, is being wise. 

As I continually ask God to make me wise, during my daily Bible 

reading from the book of Joshua, God showed me an individual and 

people from a city who by being wise saved their lives and escaped 

destruction. Some of you may have already guessed it, it is Rahab 

and the Gibeonites. 

1) Rahab: Rahab was a Canaanite woman. It is mentioned in 

Joshua chapter 2 that she was a prostitute, lived in Jericho and 

her house was part of the city wall. After Joshua became the 

leader of the Israelites, and they were planning to cross the 

Jordan river to enter the promised land, Joshua sent two spies 

to look over the land of Jericho. The spies went to Rahab’s 

house. She knew that they were Israelites and she had already 

heard about the God of Israel and the wonders He had      

done for His people. Rahab told the spies, “I know that the 

Lord has given this land to you and we have heard how your  

5 

 

God dried the Red Sea and how He helped you to defeat the kings of 

Sihon and Og.” She said with faith that the God of Israel is the God in 

heaven and on the earth below. Rahab hid the spies on the roof of her 

house and when the King of Jericho sent his men to ask about the 

spies, she misled them and saved the spies. 

After the king’s men left, Rahab asked the Israelite spies to swear an 

oath that they would spare her, her parents, her siblings and all her 

people. The spies agreed and asked her to tie a scarlet cord in the 

window of her house through which she led them down. In Joshua 

chapter 6, we read that after conquering Jericho, Joshua asked to 

bring Rahab and her family out of the city. After Rahab and her family 

were rescued, the whole city of Jericho was burned. Rahab and her 

family stayed with the Israelites in the camp.  

Rahab’s story did not end there. Later we read in the New Testament, 

in the book of Matthew chapter 1 that Rahab married an Israelite 

called Salmon, a descendant of Judah and gave birth to Boaz. Rahab, 

a Canaanite woman and a prostitute gave birth to leaders, rulers,   

became the great great grandmother of King David and was even  

included in the bloodline of Jesus, the Messiah. How did it happen? 

Rahab heard about the God of Israel, His power and believed that He 

is the true God and responded with faith. She knew that the Israelites 

would conquer Jericho and she acted wisely. She hid the spies risking 

her life and even acted against the King of Jericho. By being wise, 

she saved not only her own life but also the lives of her family and all 

the people who belonged to her. While I was reading about Rahab, 

God reminded me of the Bible verse, ‘A wise woman builds her 

house’. By being wise, Rahab saved her life, escaped destruction and 

it changed her story. 

2) Gibeonites: After hearing how the Israelites defeated the cities 

of Jericho and Ai, people from a neighbouring city Gibeon, 

feared for their lives and acted with deception. In Joshua    

chapter 10, we read that Gibeon was an important and a royal  
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city, larger than Ai and most of its men were good fighters. They      

believed that they could not win over the Israelites especially after 

learning about the God of Israel and His power. They disguised    

themselves as if they came from a distant country. To make Joshua 

and the Israelites believe them, they wore worn old clothes, patched 

sandals and carried dry and mouldy bread. They introduced          

themselves to Joshua saying that they had come from a distant country 

to make a peace treaty with the Israelites. Joshua and other Israeli 

leaders without knowing that they were from the neighbouring city,   

one of the nations that God commanded them to wipe out, without   

enquiring with God, made a peace treaty and swore an oath in God’s 

name. Later the Israelites found out the truth that those people were 

from Gibeon, a neighbouring city but they could not do anything          

to them as they swore the oath in God’s name. Joshua made the    

Gibeonites woodcutters and water carriers for the house of God. 

Even though the Gibeonites used deceit, I think they acted with       

wisdom. They knew that the God of Israel was with the Israelites and 

they could not win over them. They feared for their lives and acted 

wisely to escape destruction. The King of Jerusalem heard about the 

treaty the Gibeonites had made with the Israelites, he was furious and 

planned to attack Gibeon with the help of 4 other Amorite kings. When 

the Gibeonites heard about it, they were scared and asked Joshua for 

help. Joshua and the Israeli army fought and killed all the 5 Amorite 

kings. 

With God’s help, Joshua and the Israelites defeated 31 kings in the  

Canaan region. The Gibeonites acted wisely and escaped  destruction. 

They lived alongside the Israelites for hundreds of years, they later    

integrated with the Israel’s community, and we read about them in   

Nehemiah 3:7 that the descendants of Gibeon helped in rebuilding the 

walls of Jerusalem. 

What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom? Are they   

both the same? Knowledge is having the information and wisdom        

is knowing how to use the information effectively. Both Rahab and the  
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Gibeonites had the knowledge that the God of Israel is mighty,     

powerful and would make His people victorious. By having that 

knowledge, they acted with wisdom. In Proverbs 9:10, it says that the 

fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. When we revere God, we 

start to see things from His perspective and make wise choices. The 

late American preacher Dr. Charles Stanley said that wisdom is the 

capacity to see things from God’s viewpoint. 

Is wisdom alone enough? When God appeared to King Solomon in   

a dream and asked what he wanted, Solomon asked for wisdom to 

rule the Israelites. God granted him wisdom and also riches and 

fame. With God given wisdom, King Solomon ruled the Israelites with 

justice. When he became old, his pagan wives turned Solomon’s 

heart to worship the pagan gods Ashtoreth, Molech and he even built 

shrines to pagan gods. King Solomon’s example teaches us that   

wisdom alone is not enough to save us. In Matthew 7:24, Jesus said 

that anyone who listens to Jesus’ teachings and follows them will    

be like a wiseman who built his house on the solid rock. It won’t     

collapse when hardships hit. Wisdom is important but it needs to be 

accompanied by obedience. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, as we learn that wisdom is     

more precious than rubies, we see how it has the power to transform 

our lives and as God instructed us to seek wisdom, let us ask God   

to grant us His wisdom. As it is mentioned in James 1:5, God gives 

wisdom to all those that lack it and ask Him for it. Let us seek     

God’s wisdom to make right, impactful choices and to lead our lives 

according to His will. 

God bless us all!! 

Latha Billa 
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The following reflection is adapted from a recent sermon I gave 

based on Acts 1:12–26 and the disciples’ time of waiting in the   

upper room. The message feels especially relevant for any church. 

In a world that values speed and certainty, this passage invites us 

to Wait, Pray, Listen, and Discern together. My hope is that these 

reflections encourage personal thought during the month and help 

us notice what God may be shaping in us, both individually and as a 

church and global community. 

 

 

“Last week we were invited to reflect on a powerful question:    

“What would you ask Jesus to fix?” Many of us would naturally   

pray for an end to war, injustice, poverty, or suffering. These are 

compassionate prayers that echo God’s heart for the world. 

Yet, when we turn to Acts 1:12–26, we notice something striking. 

After Jesus’ ascension, the disciples do not rush into action or ask 

God to change the world around them. Instead, they return to the 

upper room. They wait. They pray. They stay together. 

This waiting was not passive. It was deeply formative. 

Before God changed the world through them, He was shaping 

something within them. 

The upper room was filled with a 120 diverse group of disciples  

(men and women), the faithful and the fearful, those who had   

failed and those still learning. Peter, had denied Jesus, was there. 

Matthew, once despised as a tax collector, was there. Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, was there. Scripture tells us they were “all joined 

together constantly in prayer” (Acts 1:14).  

Waiting Well: 
God Forms Us Before He Works Through Us 
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They waited for ten days - sharing life, seeking God, and learning     

to listen. In that space, they practiced obedience, unity, and         

discernment. They did not silence every thought or emotion, but they 

did not let every voice lead them either. Through prayer, confusion 

began to give way to clarity. 

This is discernment: learning which voices deserve authority in        

our lives. As Proverbs reminds us, “The lot is cast into the lap, but    

its every decision is from the Lord” (Proverbs 16:33). The disciples 

trusted God enough to pause, pray, and seek His will together be-

fore acting. 

The “church” today is also a waiting community. We wait for Christ’s 

return, when all things will be made right (Revelation 21:4). But 

while we wait, God is still at work - forming our character, deepening 

our faith, and aligning our hearts with His purposes. 

The Holy Spirit, once given in the upper room, is now present     

with every believer. We are not waiting for His arrival, but for His  

leading. 

In a noisy world full of competing voices, the lesson of the upper  

room remains vital: Prayer Precedes Proclamation. Mission flows 

from intimacy with God. Unity grows when we seek Him together. 

And transformation begins not with fixing everything “out there,” 

but with allowing God to work within us. 

As Jesus promised, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you; and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). May we, 

like those first disciples, learn to wait patiently — so that when God 

sends us, we are ready.  

God bless till the next time.  

David Howarth 
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The following story will be in 3 parts, February, March, April. 

Some 20 yrs ago BMS World Mission workers Andrea and Ian joined 

a media centre in Spain to broadcast the good news of Jesus to     

unreached people across North Africa, where Maghdi lives. 

At this time no one else was making Christian television programmes 

for these people in their own dialect. Since then, they’ve built a trusted 

team of believers. The team share engaging, culturally relevant     

short videos about Christianity on social media platforms, such as  

Facebook and YouTube, to encourage people to ask questions, and 

they certainly do. 

After a video is published, the team’s apologist, Habib, is on hand to 

reply to individual questions via Facebook and WhatsApp. Often the 

comments are hostile, but sometimes people are genuinely seeking 

the truth. 

Somehow the simplicity of the Christmas video animations touched 

Maghdi’s heart….. 

‘Tune in’ next month to hear more about Maghdi in North Africa. 

 

 
*Apart from Andrea and Ian, names have been changed for security reasons. 

         

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who contributed to BMS Birthday Scheme in 2025. 
Our Treasurer Balaji transferred the sum of £714 to BMS, which 
doesn’t include any gifts sent online directly to BMS. 

  

 

 

        

 

Many Happy Returns of the  

Day  to:- 

- BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME - 

Janet Buscall 

Rachel Hurdle 

Gerda Barrett          

BMS NEWS 

Doreen Hunter 

 2nd February 

 10th February 

 22nd February 

North Africa 

Sharing God’s Love ‘Online’  
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     Saturday 21st February 

20th February 2026               
@ 7.30 PM

(every 3rd Friday)

@

Church
All are welcome

TO PRAY FOR

• THE CHURCH
• THE COMMUNITY
• THE NATION
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Sat. 28th February 

@

4.00 pm

from the

church car park
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TALK TO DONI OR AMUTHA
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Ashurst Drive Baptist Church
Ashurst Drive, Gants Hill

Relaxed, informal, sociable time chatting, 
with tea/coffee, biscuits and cakes

Everyone aged 60 and above is Welcome!

Come along and enjoy a delightful 
morning with us 

Bring a friend or meet new ones! 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Every last Saturday of the month
(excluding December)

10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon 
(or join us any time in between!)

IG2 6QH

Ashurst Drive Baptist Church
Ashurst Drive, Gants Hill Relaxed, informal, sociable time chatting, 

with tea/coffee, biscuits and cakes.

Everyone aged 60 and above is Welcome!

Come along and enjoy a delightful 
morning with us. 

Bring a friend or meet new ones! 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Every last Saturday of the month
(excluding December)

10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon 
(or join us any time in between!)

IG2 6QH
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“You don’t have to live in fear about debt – God has given 
support that can make a long -term difference called

the first action to freedom is 
taking that first step”

appointment with Toks: 

ASHURST DRIVE

TALK TO 

BRIAN WATERFIELD

IF YOU WISH TO JOIN

Baptist Church
YOU ARE CONNECTED TO ANOTHER PERSON(S) 

AND

YOU CAN PRAY FOR EACH OTHER.
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Would you like 

to donate towards
flowers on a 

Sunday?

Perhaps on a special anniversary or to 

mark your birthday?

We have people who will display the 
flowers which will then be distributed 
after the church service.

Suggested donation - £20

Please see Toks or Rachel

contact - treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

• If you are a taxpayer, please use the 
blue envelopes

• Setup a Standing Order

• Write a cheque in favour of “ADBC”

• You can also raise free donations to 
ADBC when you shop online on 
easyfundraising. This will make a BIG 
difference to our church. 

• Sign up here: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

• contact: 
treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

Ways to 

Support 

ADBC

 

 

SUNDAY  

10.30 am Morning worship (also online) 

  Sunday School - (ages 3 - 18)              Creche available 

  (All age service 1st Sunday of every month) 

12.30pm Young adults group (2nd or 3rd Sunday of every month) 

MONDAY  

2.00 pm New Horizons (2nd Monday of every month) 

TUESDAY  

7.45 pm Badminton club 

WEDNESDAY  

8.00 pm  House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

THURSDAY  

1.30 pm Tiddlywinks - a parent/carer & toddler group (during term time) 

8.00 pm House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

FRIDAY 

 7.30 pm Youth Bible study (alternate weeks) 

 7.30 pm Prayer meeting (3rd Friday of every month) 

SATURDAY 

10.00am Kids club (3rd Saturday of every month) 

10.30am 60+ Coffee morning (last Saturday of every month) 

  

 Minister: Rev Dr Amutha Devaraj 
email: amutha@adbaptistchurch.org.uk 

… at a glance  

PLEASE CHECK IF GROUPS ARE  

RUNNING DURING THE SCHOOL 

HOLIDAYS 


