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all grace, who called you to 
his eternal glory in Christ, 
after you have suffered a little 
while, will himself restore you 
and make you strong, firm 
cpf"uvgcfhcuv0Ҷ

A Local Church Bringing The Love Of JesusTo Our Wonderful Community
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Dear Church, 

Let us celebrate this Christmas with our Community 

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven" - 

Matthew 5:16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are near to the blessed season of Christmas, our hearts return to 

the humble stable in Bethlehem, where the greatest gift the world has 

ever known was laid in a manger. Christmas is not only a celebration 

of Christôs birth but also a reminder of Godôs desire for us to live in   

loving, supportive community.   

The birth of Jesus Christ shows us that God enters our world not 

through grand displays but through shared moments: through family, 

fellowship, and everyday acts of kindness. The first Christmas was      

a gathering of unexpected guests: shepherds, travellers, and angels, 

all united by the good news that a Saviour had been born. In that    

moment, God formed a new kind of community, one bound not by   

status or background, but by the shared hope found in Christ. 
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Today, we are called to reflect that same spirit of togetherness. 

Christmas invites us to open our hearts and our doors, to reach out 

to those who may be lonely, struggling, or far from home. Whether it 

is through a simple phone call, a warm meal, or a helping hand,     

we become living reminders of Godôs love when we care for one   

another. 

As a church family, this season gives us a special opportunity to 

strengthen our bonds. When we worship together, serve together, 

and celebrate together, we shine Christôs light more brightly in       

our neighbourhood and beyond. Community is not just something  

we belong to, it is something we build through love, compassion, 

generosity, and shared faith. 

May this Christmas renew in us a deep sense of connection to God 

and to each other. May Christôs peace fills our gatherings, His        

joy uplifts our spirits, and His love guide us in bringing hope to our 

community. 

Wishing you a blessed and meaningful Christmas! 

God Bless, 

Amutha 

 

 

 



п 

 

Is Jesus present in your  

Christmas Celebrations? 

 

Last year during Christmas time, while I was getting my then 3 year 

old daughter Hosanna to her nursery, I mentioned something about 

Christmas and Jesus. She looked at me in disbelief and said, 

ñMummy, Jesus is not there in Christmas, He is only there in the  

Bible! Santa is in Christmas!ò As a mum and a schoolteacher, her 

response shocked me. A 3 year old by observing the world around 

her came to the conclusion that Jesus has got nothing to do with 

Christmas and only Santa is the main character of Christmas. 

A large housing community in an Indian city, Hyderabad where more 

than 500 families live, celebrates the festivals of all religions. For a 

Hindu festival called Dussehra that celebrated to worship a goddess, 

they performed poojas for 10 days and worshipped the goddess. 

They celebrated another Hindu festival Diwali by worshipping a   

Hindu god Rama, who fought and killed a demon king Ravana and 

celebrated by lighting fireworks. During Ramadan, they had prayers 

and hosted Iftar parties for Muslims to eat after they break their fast. 

I was excited to see how they were going to celebrate Christmas. 

They decorated with balloons, people dressed up in red and white 

costumes, someone dressed up as Santa danced to Jingle Bells, 

and distributed gifts and cakes. Thatôs it? That is what they thought 

Christmas is all about. I do not blame the organisers but as a    

Christian I was so ashamed that we Christians have allowed the 

world to think that Christmas is all about Santa, decorations, gifts 

and food. 

When I took my kids to McDonaldôs last year, I noticed that          

they  decorated their restaurant and their paper bags with óHappy 

Grinchmasô. What?? I sighed sadly that the Grinch had finally      

succeeded in stealing Christmas. 

In todayôs world where commercialization and secularization            

of Christmas is on the rise, can we celebrate a Christ centered  
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Christmas? The nativity plays in schools were stopped, the word 

Christ is replaced with Holidays, people prefer to wish each other 

óHappy Holidaysô instead of Happy Christmas and a popular shop 

even said óLove thismas not thatmas.ô 

I have realised that Christianity is the most mocked, abused and    

criticized faith in the world and now the assault on our faith has risen 

to an unprecedented level. People want to celebrate love, joy, peace 

and hope but not Jesus who is the reason for all of them. At           

present times, Christmas has become more of a social gathering, and 

decorations, presents, food, drinks and Santa have definitely stolen 

the real reason for Christmas. This is definitely not the most wonderful 

time of the year for me as I struggle to protect myself and my children 

from the unnecessary traditions that are replacing the true meaning of 

Christmas. 

What does Christmas mean to us, Christians? Christmas literally 

means the worship of Christ, celebrating Him. A lot of Christians     

argue that we shouldnôt celebrate Christmas as it is not mentioned in 

the Bible to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and God did not      

command us to celebrate it. Others argue that we should not          

celebrate Christmas as it originated from pagan practices and        

traditions. In John 3:16, it says that ñFor God so loved the world that 

He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish but have eternal life.ò  God, the creator came to this earth       

to save the entire humankind from sin, shame, guilt and eternal      

punishment. Thatôs why Jesusô birth is special to us, and He has to be 

the focus of our celebrations. Most of the Christmas traditions that we 

follow were inspired from the Bible and the Nativity story of Jesusô 

birth. Gift giving reminds us that Jesus is our greatest gift of all, the 

candles and Christmas lights remind us that Jesus is the Light of the 

world, decorating evergreen trees symbolises that Jesus gives us 

eternal life and the star represents the star that led wisemen to Jesus. 

Christmas traditions were woven with Biblical truths and manmade 

traditions. 
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As believers of Jesus, when we spend more time in reading and  

meditating Godôs word and growing closer to God, the Holy Spirit 

works in us; convicts us, rebukes us, refines us and encourages us to 

live a life pleasing to God.  As a part of refinement, God taught me 

that Christmas is not about a tree, decorations, variety of food and 

expensive presents. The Holy Spirit has convicted me last year about 

Santa. Honestly, I have taken my kids to Santa grottos, asked them to 

write letters to Santa, used Santa as an excuse to discipline them to 

behave and even lied that Santa brought them presents but when I 

was convicted, I obeyed Godôs correction. God encouraged me to buy 

everything without Santa for my kids, and I am surprised to see how 

hard it is to buy Christmas cards, jumpers and even wrapping paper 

without Santa on them.  I cannot completely get rid of Santa from our 

celebrations, but I am trying to be mindful. 

Time and time again, God commanded His people to not follow the 

World and its practices. During this season of Christmas, we need to 

be vigilant to discern and to keep ourselves and our families away 

from the worldly traditions inspired by pagan practices. Here are few 

traditions which I am planning to follow this Christmas with my kids to 

make it a Christ centered Christmas: 

1. I was inspired by someone online who suggested reading the 

Gospel of Luke as it has 24 chapters, one chapter each day  

until Christmas Day and it will help kids to understand the life of 

Jesus. 

2. To gift my children the real advent calendars, with chocolates 

made from the characters of the Nativity story. 

3. The Eastern and Orthodox Christians celebrate the Feast of  

Nativity on the 7th of January, the celebration of the birth of    

Jesus. They cut a branch from a tree and bring it into their 

homes which symbolizes Jesus entering their home and hearts. 

People greet each other with a traditional greeting, ñChrist is 

bornò and respond, ñGlorify Him!ò just as we greet ñJesus is   

risenò and respond, ñHe is risen indeed!ò during Easter. I want to 

follow this tradition as it teaches my kids that Christmas is about 

glorifying Jesus. 
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4. I am not keen on decorating the house for Christmas, but I will 

keep a nativity set in our home during Christmas as it reminds 

us all that the birth of Jesus is the reason for our celebration. 

Do you know that the first Nativity scene was created in 1223     

by St. Francis of Assisi in a cave in Greccio, Italy. He used hay, 

manger, real animals like an ox and a donkey along with people to 

help people understand the Christmas story. 

5. I want to talk to my children and educate them which traditions 

are Biblical, and which are manmade. For example, the birth of 

Jesus is a fact but the date 25
th
 of December was chosen by 

people. If I donôt teach them what the truth is, they will learn 

from other sources and believe that the Christmas story is a 

fairy tale and doubt everything we follow. 

My favourite thing to do after Christmas is to go to the shops to 

find turkeys, decorations, party clothes and food in the clearance 

section, sometimes reduced to 70%. The things which played a 

prominent role in Christmas celebrations lose their value after 

Christmas and even come with an expiry date but Jesus, who is 

the real reason for the season is the same yesterday, today and 

tomorrow. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, let me be clear I am not trying 

to be a spoilsport, but I am reminding you all that we can be     

intentional this Christmas and prioritise on keeping it Christ     

centered. Let us let go of the worldly traditions that do not glorify 

our Saviour. By fixing our minds and hearts on Jesus, let us have 

a true, meaningful and joyous Christmas. Let us also be        

mindful that this season presents an endless opportunity of     

conversations. People around us in our families, workplaces and 

in our community are searching for hope, joy, peace and purpose 

and let us share the unshakeable joy and peace we have in  

knowing Christ. 

God bless us all!! 

Merry Christmas!!              

Latha Billa 
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ñThe message of Christmas is not that we must find our way to God 

but remember that God came to find us ð in love, in humility, and in 

person.ò 

Some may smile and say, ñIôll bet he used AI in this one!ò ð and you 

are right. I see AI as one of the many tools God has placed in our 

hands ð a modern way to multiply the message, not replace the 

messenger. It helps me research, organize, refine, and reach more 

people, but the heart behind every message remains guided by  

prayer, purpose, passion and the Holy Spirit. Is Proverbs 16:33 and 

the outcome of Ai a conundrum?  

Ask Ai! 

Chat Prompt: - Create Word table titled ñWho Recognises Christmas 

ð A Global Faith Overviewò 

 

 

Faith / Tradition Type of Recognition Nature of Observance 

Islam Cultural in some    
regions 

Muslims may exchange 
greetings or join      
community celebra-
tions, especially in  
multicultural societies. 

Hinduism Cultural In India and Nepal, 
Christmas is a national 
holiday marked by 
lights, decorations, and 
goodwill. 

Buddhism Cultural / Ethical Some Buddhists     
view Jesus as a     
compassionate teacher 
and use the season to 
promote peace and 
generosity. 

Jesus and Christmas Through Other Eyes 
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 Sikhism Cultural Sikhs respect Jesusô 
teachings and often join 
in acts of community  
service during the      
season. 

Bahaôi Faith Respectful theo-
logical recognition 

Honours Jesus as one of 
Godôs Manifestation, 
while observing Bahaôi 
holy days. 

Shinto (Japan) Cultural Christmas is celebrated 
socially with decorations, 
music, and goodwill, not 
as a religious event. 

Taoism / Confucian-
ism (China) 

Cultural Urban communities   
decorate and celebrate 
Christmas as a symbol of 
joy and family unity. 

Pagan / Wiccan / 
Druid Traditions 

Seasonal parallel Celebrate Yule at the 
winter solstice, sharing 
many customs like    
candles, trees, and  
feasting. 

Judaism None (Theological 
distinction) 

Does not celebrate 
Christmas; Hanukkah is 
observed around the 
same time with its own 
meaning. 

Secular Humanists / 
Atheists 

Cultural / Social May celebrate Christmas 
as a time of generosity, 
family, and goodwill   
without religious     
meaning. 
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Closing Reflection 

 

This overview highlights how some global religions recognise or      

respond to Christmas ð whether as a sacred event, a cultural        

celebration, or a symbol of universal goodwill. 

Yet beyond the customs and traditions lies a deeper question for 

YOU.  

What does Christmas mean to you personally? Is it just a season of 

giving, presents and/or cards or is it a reminder that God gave Himself 

to us?  

And hereôs a thought to take with you into this season:  

If you knew that Jesus was returning in 2026, what would you do    

differently today? Would your priorities, relationships, or faith look the 

same?  

Christmas is not only about remembering that Christ came long ago 

ð itôs also about living ready for the day when He comes again. 

Will others see Jesus in you this Christmas, or will they see a card 

and/or present giver. 

Will people hear Jesus from you this Christmas or someone singing 

Carols, cracking jokes or gossiping / wise cracks about others. 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

God Bless - David Howarth 
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Many Happy Returns  

of the Day to: -  

-  BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME -  

Milton Tennambedu    27th December   

BMS NEWS 

DID YOU KNOW? 

When you took up your role in the BMS Birthday Scheme, you 

joined a thriving ministry. 

Birthday Schemes run by churches across the UK raise         

hundreds of thousands of pounds every year, and they play a 

crucial role around the globe in transforming lives in Christôs 

name. 

With every Birthday celebrated, youôll be taking the good news of 

Jesus, and practical help, to people who desperately need it. We 

hope you feel excited in the New Year as you take up your own 

special role in Godôs Great Commission. 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS and a BIG THANK YOU to all who are in the 

Scheme, 

from BMS, and me.     Doreen Hunter 

(If anyone else would like to join please speak to me) 
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óFor I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me.ô Matthew 25:35-3 

 

 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the ADBC Foodbank   

collections this year. The Harvest collection was especially generous. 

Two trips had to be made for delivery to the Foodbank centre located 

in Jubilee Church! It was especially welcome as stocks at the centre 

in Granville Road were running low. There are leaflets about the  

foodbank in the foyer between the sanctuary and the main hall if you 

need advice on what to donate. Please continue to support this  

worthwhile cause.  

Over 40,000 people volunteer with foodbank. Redbridge foodbank 

was founded in 2010.  

No one in our community should have to face going hungry. The 

Foodbank provides an emergency three-day supply of nutritionally 

balanced food and support to local people in crisis who are referred to 

it. Our foodbank is part of a nationwide network (over 400), supported 

by The Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and hunger across 

the UK. In 2023/24, food banks in the Trussell Trustôs network       

provided 3,121,404 three-day emergency food supplies and support 

to UK people in crisis. Of these, 1,144,096 were distributed for       

children. The Redbridge centre provided 16500 parcels in the last  

financial year. Trussell estimates one in six (16%) households, or 14.1 

million people, are going without enough food because they cannot  
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afford it. That includes 3.8m children. Scrapping the two child benefit 

cap should help this situation - Trussell estimates this will lift 470,000 

children out of hunger and hardship. 

Foodbank need is not about a lack of food; itôs about a lack of         

income. On average, households referred to food banks are left with 

just Ã104 a week after housing costs to cover food, energy bills, travel, 

toiletries, and other essentials. This is only 17% of what the average 

UK household has left after paying their rent or mortgage. 

In order to provide the most appropriate help Foodbanks work with 

local agencies. If they feel someone is struggling to put food on the 

table they will take some basic personal details from them to complete 

and issue a foodbank voucher. The local agencies can also provide 

long-term support if needed. This is to help establish and address 

some of the issues and causes behind the reasons for the person's 

crisis and offer practical guidance. Once issued with a voucher it is 

exchanged for a basic three-day supply of emergency food. The    

system enables food bank volunteers prepare a suitable supply of 

emergency food for the right number of people. 

Redbridge foodbank works with a number of different agencies and 

health professionals, such as Citizens Advice, childrenôs centres and 

health visitors.  

The winter months post Christmas are especially difficult for people, 

some of whom are rough sleepers. Alongside groceries, toiletries and 

warm clothing (hats & gloves) are gratefully received.   

Once again, thank you for your generous support. 

Tim Davies 
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Listed below are lines from well-known Christmas carols - 

Can you name the carols? 

BLESS ALL THE DEAR CHILDREN IN 
THY TENDER CARE 

  
1 

THOUGH THE FROST WAS CRUEL 
  

2 

VERY GOD, BEGOTTEN NOT CREATED 
  

3 

ROUND YON VIRGIN MOTHER AND 
CHILD 

  
4 

PEACE ON EARTH AND MERCY MILD 
  

5 

ON A COLD WINTER'S NIGHT THAT 
WAS SO DEEP 

  
6 

GOLD I BRING TO CROWN HIM AGAIN 
  

7 

YET IN THY DARK STREETS SHINETH 
  

8 

SNOW HAD FALLEN, SNOW ON SNOW 
  

9 

MARY WAS THAT MOTHER MILD 
  

10 

WITH HEART AND SOUL AND VOICE 
  

11 

A SAVIOUR, WHO IS CHRIST THE 
LORD 

  
12 

LET NOTHING YOU DISMAY 
  

13 

ON CHRISTMAS DAY IN THE     
MORNING 

  
14 

IN HEAVEN THE BELLS ARE RINGING 
  

15 

WING YOUR FLIGHT OVER ALL THE 
EARTH 

  
16 

LET EVERY HEART PREPARE HIM ROOM 
  

17 

Answers on page 16 
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The Christmas Post 

Box is here!  

At this time of the year we are busy 

shopping and writing Christmas 

greetings to our friends and family. 

Handing a personal greeting to each 

and every member of the church can 

be quite difficult during the busy   

festive season. The Christmas Post 

Box is such a wonderful opportunity! 

The Christmas Post Box will be open from                  

30th November to 14th December for all your festive 

cards! It will be set in the front foyer. Please make sure to 

clearly write the full name of the recipient on each card  

to help with sorting. After the 14th, the cards will be     

collected, carefully organized, and made ready for      

collection on 21st December - just in time to spread 

Christmas cheer throughout our church family. 

Please note: this service is only for the church        

congregation and no cards will be posted to home    

addresses.   

Donations are warmly  
welcomed and will go    
towards supporting the 

Centenary Project. If you wish     
to contribute, please use the 
Church QR code with the         
reference ñChristmas Post Boxò. 
Alternatively, you may use Gift Aid 
envelopes and place 
them in the offering bag. 

ADBC  

POST 

 

Pavani  
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- INVITES YOU-

21 Dec. 25 - Sunday School Christmas Service (10.30am)

21 Dec. 25 - Carols by Candlelight (6.00pm)

25 Dec. 25 - Christmas Service (10:00am)

28 Dec. 25 - Sunday Service (10:30am)

31 Dec. 25 - New Year's Eve Service (11.00pm)

 

Answers to the Christmas carol quiz 

1. AWAY IN A MANGER 

2. GOOD KING WENCESLAS 

3. O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 

4. SILENT NIGHT 

5. HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

6. THE FIRST NOEL 

7. WE THREE KINGS 

8. O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

9. IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER 

10. ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY 

11. GOOD CHRISTIAN MEN REJOICE 

12. WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 

13. GOD REST YOU MERRY GENTLEMEN 

14. I SAW THREE SHIPS 

15. DING DONG MERRILY ON HIGH 

16. ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 

17. JOY TO THE WORLD 
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19th December 2025                
@ 7.30 PM

(every 3rd Friday)

@

Church
All are welcome

TO PRAY FOR

ÅTHE CHURCH
ÅTHE COMMUNITY
ÅTHE NATION

Will meet at 

Church car park

Carol Singing

@ 4:00 pm

Sun 21 Dec. 2025
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FRIENDSHIP
GROUP

Friendly chat

Refreshments

Bible based discussions

Warm Atmosphere

All are welcome

2.00pm т3.30pm 
at Church

NEW HORIZONS

Praying through Psalms

Every 

Monday Morning 

@ 7 am 

Via Zoom

606 233 4044

ADBC
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ALTERNATETHURSDAYS

AT

8.00 PM VIA ZOOM

TALKTO

DONIDANIEL

IF YOU WISHTO JOIN

ALL ARE WELCOME

883 2873 4780

Alternate Tuesday evenings @ 8 pm 

via ZOOM
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Talk to Dinesh Or Johanna

For Further Details

Every 2nd & 4th Friday
@

7.30 PM
Church hall

ÅTime of Worship
ÅGames
ÅBible Study

 


