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SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10.30am 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

(Acts 1:8, NIV)

A Local Church Bringing The Love Of Jesus To Our Wonderful Community

MISSION & WITNESS
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Dear Church, 

Let us trust God Through Every Season! 

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own       

understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your 

paths straight." (Prov. 3: 5-6) 

 

When the future seems 

uncertain, our first calling 

is not to seek answers but 

to seek the Lord, trusting 

that His presence will 

guide us one step at         

a time. Life is a journey    

of both joy and struggle. 

August is a significant month for many families. For some, it brings 

the anticipation of  A-level and GCSE results. For others, it opens  

the door to new opportunities or calls for important decisions      

about the future. For many, it is a season of celebration and new  

beginnings. Yet for others, it may be a time of concern, marked by 

health challenges, hospital appointments, or the responsibilities of 

caring for loved ones.  

Life reminds us that we all walk different paths. While one family may 

be rejoicing over exam success or a new beginning, another may be 

facing difficult news, waiting for test results, or supporting a loved 

one through illness. As Christians, we are called to share in one    

another's joys and burdens, remembering that no one should face 

life's challenges alone. The Bible encourages us, "Carry each other's 

burdens, and in this way, you will fulfil the law of Christ." (Gal. 6:2). 

To those receiving exam results this month, remember that your 

worth is never measured by grades. Whether your results exceed 

your expectations or leave you feeling disappointed, God loves you  
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unconditionally and has a purpose for your life. Trust Him as you 

take the next step, knowing that there are many paths through which 

He can lead and bless you. 

To those living with illness, recovering from treatment, or caring for a 

family member, please know that you are not forgotten. Our church 

family continues to pray for you, and we pray that you will know 

God's strength, comfort, and peace in every circumstance. As a 

church community, may we be attentive to those around us. We are 

never more like Christ than when we walk alongside one another 

with compassion and love. 

May God bless everyone in our church family. May we continue to be 

a church that offers hope, encouragement, and the love of Christ to 

all. 

God Bless, 

Amutha 
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God’s way!! Not my way!! 
 
After spending a few days in a side room of the hospital ward, I was 

shifted to a bay on the ward, where I’m sharing with other patients. 

There was a woman across to my bed me and she loved talking to 

other patients all the time. When I was passing by, she tried to speak 

to me, but I couldn’t speak to her as my condition affected my 

speech. She was upset and started swearing at me. I heard it, went 

to my bed and started reading my Bible. I was already feeling low as 

I am unable to speak, her words hurt me and I started crying. God 

spoke to me, “Go and speak to her” I said “God, I am already sad, 

You know that I cannot speak.” God said, “she is my child, she is 

made in my image. Go and speak.”  

After wrestling with God for a few minutes, I went to the woman and 

said hello in my slurred speech and told her that I have difficulty 

speaking and that’s why I did not speak to her. She said she was 

sorry about my condition and then we both became friends. I used  

to go to her bed and try to communicate with her with smiles and  

actions. She loves chocolates and I used to get her some when I 

went to the shop in the hospital. She could not say my name, and 

she used to call me ‘Patricia’. She used to check how I was doing 

and ask about my family. One day she came to me and said, 

“Patricia, you are a kind and lovely woman. I will miss you when I go 

home. Can I have your phone number?” She used to tell the nurses 

that she likes me. She got better and went home, and I miss her a 

lot. 

God has taught me an important lesson, if I would have relied on my 

feelings, I would have missed relationship with a wonderful woman. 

Because I obeyed to do it God’s way, I was able to show love to her 

and enjoy her friendship. 

If we rely on our feelings or the desires of our flesh, we cannot      

live according to God’s ways. When Joseph was betrayed               

by his brothers and was sold into slavery, his feelings would have 
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demanded anger and revenge, but Joseph acted in God’s way. He 

forgave his brothers and even rescued them from the famine.         

Engulfed by jealousy and anger, Saul wanted to kill David and David 

was always running and hiding for his life. When David got an        

opportunity to kill Saul, his flesh would have desired to kill Saul, but 

David acted in God’s way. He forgave Saul and spared his life. Our 

Saviour Jesus, prayed for the people who were crucifying Him and 

taught us to love our enemies. Stephen prayed for people who were 

stoning and killing him. They all did it God’s way! 

Galatians 5:16 says to walk by the spirit and we will not gratify the  

desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the spirit. 

Our flesh desires rage, hatred, envy, jealousy and selfish ambitions 

which are contrary to the fruits of the spirit. In our daily lives, we need 

to choose to act God’s way especially in our relationship with others. 

The flesh says they don’t deserve your love, God says love them    

anyway. 

The flesh says they were rude to you, God says be kind anyway. 

The flesh says they have hurt you, God says forgive them anyway. 

The flesh says they are persecuting you, God says pray for them. 

The flesh says they will never change, God says they are my children, 

go and tell them about me. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, let us learn to crucify our flesh 
with its passions and desires. Billions of people in this world are living 
in sin and looking for hope. Only when we obey and act in God’s way, 
we will become effective ambassadors for Christ and will be able to 
share God’s love and hope to the people around us.  

 
God bless us all!!                        

Latha Billa 
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12 Things the Children Taught Me This Year 

"Let the little children come to me..." (Mark 10:14) 

 
As another Sunday School year ends, I expected to reflect on    

what we had taught the children. Instead, I realised they had been 

teaching me all year long. Here are twelve lessons I take into the 

new Sunday School year. 

1. Curiosity is a gift. 

Children are not afraid to ask the questions adults often keep to 

themselves. 

2. Attention must be earned. 

In a world of phones and distractions, God's Word must be          

presented with reverence, enthusiasm and relevance. 

3. Laughter belongs in learning. 

Some of the best learning happened during moments of joy and 

shared laughter. 

4. Friendship matters. 

Even the chatter reminded me that relationships are an important 

part of growing together. 

5. Every child learns differently. 

Some spoke first, others listened first. Every voice has value. 

6. Questions deepen faith. 

The best conversations often began with 'Why?' or 'What if?' 

7. Encouragement changes behaviour. 

Praise often achieved more than correction alone. 

8. Patience bears fruit. 

Not every lesson shows immediate results, but seeds are being 

sown. 
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9. Authenticity builds trust. 

Children quickly recognise honesty and respond to it. 

10. Parents are partners. 

Faith grows strongest when Sunday's conversations continue at 

home. 

11. Every ending is a beginning. 

Some Explorers will move on, while new children will soon join us on 

their own adventure of faith. 

12. Teachers are learners too. 

This year reminded me that God teaches the teacher as well as the 

child. 

For Parents, Grandparents and perhaps Great-Grandparents 

As your child moves into a new class - or continues in the Explorers -

help Sunday's lesson last all week. Ask questions such as: 

1. What surprised you today? 

2. What Bible story did you learn? 

3. Can you teach me something you learned? 

4. What made you think? 

5. How can we live that out this week? 

 

Thank you to every parent who entrusts us with your children each 

Sunday, and to every volunteer who gives their time so generously. 

To those moving on, may God bless you. To those joining the         

Explorers, welcome - we can't wait to meet you. We all move on at 

some point. God is waiting to meet us, are you ready? 

God bless till next time –  

David Howarth 
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I have received the following email from UNLOCK in response to 

ADBC’s contribution this year. Thank you once again to everyone who 

took part in the walk, donated, or supported the event in prayer. 

Dear Brian, 

Thank you for your support during this year’s London Walk. The 

£1100 sponsorship raised by Ashurst Drive Baptist Church and other 

donations received are very much appreciated and will help us to: 

• Unlock real life stories of urban people 

• Reveal Good News of the Down to Earth Christ 

• Release life changing skills and confidence 

Through:- 

• Developing new Unlock Local partnership Projects in UK cities. 

• Developing partnerships with other agencies, which will extend 

Unlock’s reach and frontline impact. 

• Providing Unlock training to other agencies working in deprived 

urban areas. 

We rely on the walk to generate around 70% of our running costs 

each year, so your support is crucial to the work we do in deprived 

urban areas in the UK. 

We look forward to seeing you at our next walk on the 17th April 

2027! 

Once again, thank you for all your support. 

Yours sincerely,  Nguemo Takon.  

 

Don’t forget to add the 2027 Walk date to your diary!!!  

            - Saturday 17th April, 2027 - 

Brian Waterfield 

UNLOCK Walk 2026 
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Some new folk have asked me, ‘What is the BMS Birthday Scheme all 

about?’  

Here's the answer — in a nutshell. 

It is part of BMS World Mission which is working for a world where    

all can experience faith in Christ and the abundant life only He       

provides. BMS is sending the right people, resources and skills to the 

right places, following God's perfect timing and guidance. 

If you would like to be part of this Scheme, please let me know. You 

will receive a Birthday card, a News Bulletin and an envelope for your 

donation towards this wonderful work, which can be placed in the   

offering bag and forwarded to BMS by our Treasurer. You will also 

see your name printed in our News and Views magazine highlighting 

short stories of BMS work. 

 

  

Many Happy Returns of  the  Day  to :- 

- BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME -

Hazel Edmund 

Petunia Solomon 

Jadon Solomon 

Latha Battu 

Kishore Battu 

Prathibha Jacob 

Doreen Hunter 

11th August 

11th August 

14th August 

15th August 

19th August 

29th August 

BMS Birthday Scheme  

 What's it all about? 
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Praying through Psalms

Every 

Monday Morning 

@ 7 am 

Via Zoom

606 233 4044

ADBC

21st August 2026               
@ 7.30 PM

(every 3rd Friday)
@ Church & via Zoom

All are welcome

TO PRAY FOR

• THE CHURCH
• THE COMMUNITY
• THE NATION
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TALK TO DONI OR AMUTHA
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Ashurst Drive Baptist Church
Ashurst Drive, Gants Hill Relaxed, informal, sociable time chatting, 

with tea/coffee, biscuits and cakes.

Everyone aged 60 and above is Welcome!

Come along and enjoy a delightful 
morning with us. 

Bring a friend or meet new ones! 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Every last Saturday of the month
(excluding December)

10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon 
(or join us any time in between!)

IG2 6QH

Please contact Benita Jayaseelan for any change 
in date and time 
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ASHURST DRIVE

TALK TO 

BRIAN WATERFIELD

IF YOU WISH TO JOIN

Baptist Church
YOU ARE CONNECTED TO ANOTHER PERSON(S) 

AND

YOU CAN PRAY FOR EACH OTHER.

ӑ7GM <GFӐL @9N= LG DAN= AF >=9J 9:GML <=:LӛGod has given 
support that can make a long -term difference called

the first action to freedom is 
L9CAF? L@9L >AJKL KL=HӒ

appointment with Toks: 



16 

 

contact - treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

• If you are a taxpayer, please use the 
blue envelopes

• Setup a Standing Order

• ìƖŔƣĲШċШĦőĲƕƨĲШŔŰШŉċƻŸƨƖШŸŉШљ ?79њ

• You can also raise free donations to 
ADBC when you shop online on 
easyfundraising. This will make a BIG 
difference to our church. 

• Sign up here: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

• contact: 
treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

Ways to 

Support 

ADBC

    Cover photo - Cauldron Falls, North Yorkshire. 29.06.26  

                                                                     by Leigh Elliott 

Would you like 

to donate towards
flowers on a 

Sunday?

Perhaps on a special anniversary or to 

mark your birthday?

We have people who will display the 
flowers which will then be distributed 
after the church service.

Suggested donation - £20

Please see Toks or Rachel

 

  

 

 SUNDAY 

 10:30 am Morning worship     (also online) 

  Sunday School - (ages 3 - 18)   

  Creche available                        

  (All age service & communion 1st Sunday of every month)                           

 MONDAY  

 7:00 am Prayer and Reflection     (via Zoom) 

 2:00 pm New Horizons Friendship Group   (2nd Monday of every month) 

 TUESDAY  

 7:45 pm Badminton club 

 8:00 pm Reflecting on Scripture     (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

 THURSDAY  

 1:30 pm Tiddlywinks - parent/carer & toddler group   (during term time) 

 8:00 pm House group Bible study     (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

 FRIDAY 

 7:30 pm Youth Bible study     (2nd and 4th Friday of every month) 

 7:30 pm Prayer meeting     (3rd Friday of every month) 

 7:30 pm Young adults group     (3rd Friday of every month) 

 SATURDAY 

 10:00 am Kids club     (3rd Saturday of every month) 

 10:30 am 60+ Coffee morning     (last Saturday of every month) 

  4:00 pm Prayer walk     (3rd Saturday of every month) 

  

 
Minister: Rev Dr Amutha Devaraj 

email: amutha@adbaptistchurch.org.uk 

é at a glance  

PLEASE CHECK IF GROUPS ARE  

RUNNING DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 


