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SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10.30am 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

(Acts 1:8, NIV)

A Local Church Bringing The Love Of Jesus To Our Wonderful Community

MISSION & WITNESS
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Dear Church, 

As we approach Holy Week, our hearts turn toward this sacred        

and meaningful season. For some, this marks the end of the Lenten 

practices they have faithfully observed over the past forty days. For 

others, it may have been a challenging journey. Nevertheless, our  

sacrifices and spiritual disciplines are not meant to end here, rather 

they are invitations to ongoing transformation. 

As we enter Holy Week, we are invited to journey with Jesus through 

the most significant days of His earthly ministry. This sacred time calls 

us to reflect deeply on His love, His sacrifice, and the hope we have 

through His resurrection.  

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, 

when we remember Jesus’ trium-

phant entry into Jerusalem. Crowds 

welcomed Him with joy, laying down 

palm branches and praising Him as 

King. Let us ask ourselves: Is He truly 

the King of our lives, or only when it is 

convenient? 

As the week unfolds, the tone shifts, drawing us into the deeper  

meaning of Christ’s mission. On Monday, Jesus cleansed the temple 

courts, driving out those who were buying and selling. He overturned 

the tables of the money changers. This challenges us to reflect: What 

“temples” in our own hearts need to be cleansed? 

On Holy Tuesday, Jesus taught through parables such as the ten    

virgins, reminding us of readiness and faithfulness. Are we spiritually 

prepared and faithful to God’s call, even amid struggles? 

Holy Wednesday, often called Spy Wednesday, recalls Judas plotting 

to betray Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. We must ask ourselves: In 

what ways might we be compromising our faith for selfish desires? 

On  Maundy Thursday,  we remember the Last Supper, where Jesus  
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gave the command to love one another as He has loved us. Are we 

living in humility and serving one another in unity? 

Good Friday brings us to the cross, where Jesus offered Himself as 

the ultimate sacrifice. As we reflect on His suffering and death, we 

ask: How do we respond to such profound love? 

Holy Saturday invites us into stillness, a time to wait, trust, and     

reflect, even in uncertainty. Are we steadfast in our faith during life’s 

quiet and uncertain moments? 

Then comes the joy of Easter Sunday. We celebrate the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, His victory over sin and death, and the gift of new 

life. Are we truly living in the joy of His resurrection? 

God Bless, 

Amutha 
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From Tears to Joy 

 

My friend Divya and I grew up in the same street, went to the same 

church and were friends in Sunday school. She is now working as a 

professor in an Engineering College in our hometown. Her husband 

Kiran works in Abu Dhabi as a mechanical engineer, and they have 

a 4 year old son. In October 2025, Kiran went to India to apply for a 

visa for Divya and their son to take them to Abu Dhabi to live with 

him. After spending time with his family, friends and completing the 

visa work, on his way to the airport to fly back to Abu Dhabi, 38 year 

old Kiran met with a tragic car accident. He was severely injured  

and left with Cervical Spinal Cord injury. He became completely   

paralysed below his chest, was unable to breathe on his own and 

became dependent on tracheostomy and machines for every breath. 

He was admitted and treated in hospital for many months. As the 

health care in India is mostly private and very expensive, they spent 

all their savings and insurance money for his treatment. A kind     

retired doctor from Christian Medical College, Vellore admitted Kiran 

in his clinic and provided rehabilitation. The doctor had found a    

surgeon in Mumbai who could do surgery to help Kiran to breathe     

on his own. When Divya contacted the surgeon, he said that the  

surgery would cost 50 Lakh Indian rupees which is equivalent to 

£50,000 and so far, they have done this surgery to only 3 patients. 

The surgeon also said that he was planning to travel abroad in 

March for a conference and they would have to arrange the money 

and get ready for the surgery before that. £50,000 is a huge amount 

and they had little time to arrange those funds. The family reached 

out to our church, community and friends for help, and they also 

started an online fundraising page. Our church was devastated at 

Divya’s situation. They met every day and prayed for the family, and 

they donated whatever they could. It was heartbreaking to see 

Divya’s son asking our church members to pray for his father. A lot 

of Christians all over the world prayed for Kiran and family. A miracle 

happened!  

The surgeon’s wife became pregnant, and the surgeon decided to 

stay with her and cancelled his trip abroad which gave Divya some  
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more time to raise the funds. The doctor more time to raise the funds. 

The doctor also agreed to start the surgery if they paid half of the 

amount and they could pay the rest  later. days before I wrote this  

article, Divya messaged me that Kiran had a 12 hour surgery for 

Phrenic nerve stimulation and it was successful and now he can 

breathe on his own without external support. Praise the Lord! A lot of 

doctors gave up hope and said that Kiran would not be able to 

breathe on his own again. He still has a long way to go; he needs 

multiple medical treatments and support to recover fully. The family 

shared a picture of him after the surgery in which he is smiling. When 

I saw that picture, my immediate response was ‘God changed their 

tears into joy’. Please remember Divya’s family in your prayers. 

Our God is an all powerful and loving God. He sees our tears and he 

comforts us and turns them into joy in His timing. In Psalms 126: 5, it 

says that , “Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy.”  

Why are they joyful? In verse 3 it says that, “The Lord has done great 

things for us, and we are filled with joy.” 

I am going to share about 2 people from the Bible whose tears were 

turned into joy. 

1. Naomi:  Naomi, who was from Bethlehem went to the country of 

Moab with her husband and two sons as there was a famine in 

Bethlehem. While they were in Moab, first her husband died and 

later her two sons also died. What a terrible loss! When she 

came back to Bethlehem and her people came to see her, she 

asked them not to call her ‘Naomi’ which means pleasant but 

asked them to call her ‘Mara’ which means bitter because God 

made her life very bitter. She also said that she went away full, 

but the Lord brought her back empty. Naomis’ story did not end 

in hopelessness. 

Naomi thought she was empty, but God blessed her with a kind,    

loving and caring daughter-in-law Ruth. Even though Ruth was 

a Moabite and she was young enough to remarry, she chose      

to stay with Naomi, trusted in Naomi’s God and came to      

Bethlehem to live with Naomi’s people. Ruth worked hard, cared 

and provided for Naomi. The whole town testified that Ruth   

was a woman of noble character and she was better than seven 
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sons. God blessed Ruth, she married Boaz and gave birth to a 

son ‘Obed’. Naomi loved and cared for the baby. God gave hope 

and a new future to Naomi. He turned her tears and emptiness 

into joy. Similarly, God also turned Ruth’s tears into joy. After 

becoming a widow at a young age, God blessed Ruth with a new 

life and made her the  great-grandmother of King David and was 

even included in the genealogy of the Messiah. 

2. Hannah: Elkanah had 2 wives; Hannah and Peninnah.  Peninnah 

had children but Hannah had none. As in those days, the     

women’s position in society and the respect they  received was 

dependent on their husband and how many   children they had, 

life must have been very hard for Hannah. She definitely would 

have received ill treatment from society and in addition to       

that Peninnah also provoked and insulted her. As I come from    

a similar culture where women who do not have children are 

treated cruelly, I was heartbroken reading about Hannah’s pain. 

When she went to Siloh, to worship the Lord, she wept bitterly 

asking God to remember her and to give her a son. Eli, the priest 

thought Hannah was drunk, but Hannah told him that she was 

pouring her soul out to the Lord and praying with great anguish 

and grief. 

God saw Hannah’s tears and turned them into joy, He blessed 

her with a son and she named him Samuel. After receiving   the 

child, in I Samuel chapter 2, Hannah said, “My heart rejoices in 

the Lord.” As she had vowed to the Lord, Hannah left Samuel for 

God’s service and later God blessed her with 5 more children. 

There are many examples in the Bible where God turned people’s 

weeping into tears. God saw Hagar’s tears, Leah’s tears, King David’s 

tears, Nehemiah’s tears and so on.  Our God is all powerful and is in 

control. God did not promise us life without hardships. Jesus told us 

that we will have troubles in this life such as sickness, loss, hurt, pain 

and rejection. Our hope is in our loving God who sees us, Hagar called 

God ‘El Roi’ which means God who sees me and Hannah named her 

son ‘Samuel’ which means God has heard. God sees our suffering and 

provides us strength, comfort and relief.  

Will all our tears be turned into joy like magic? Will all our sicknesses              
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be cured? The Bible also tells us about a lot of people whose       

problems God did not take away but used them for His purpose. 

Apostle Paul said that he had a thorn in his flesh and asked God to 

remove it, but God did not remove it. Sometimes the answer to our 

prayers might not be what we have expected or prayed for.  A few 

days before I am writing this article, my mother-in-law has passed 

away. In 2017, Kishore’s mum was diagnosed with Stage 4 Breast 

Cancer, she had chemotherapy and radiation therapy and lived a  

cancer free life for a few years. In 2022, when she was tested and 

waiting for her biopsy results, we all prayed that the cancer should not 

come back again as she was suffering already caring for her         

husband. When we received the news that the cancer was back and 

even had spread rigorously to other parts, we were devastated. I used 

to ask God “Why GOD? Why now?” My father-in-law passed away in 

2024 and now my mother-in-law. We are still mourning her loss, but    

I can testify that God has been so good to her. During her cancer 

treatment, God provided kind doctors, nurses and carers. I can rejoice 

and say that God did marvellous and great things in her life. His    

mercy and grace strengthened her every day and as we all prayed, 

she left this world in peace . During this difficult time, God drew my 

husband closer to Him and increased his faith. We thank for all the 

miracles God has done in my mother-in-law’s life.  

Meaning Of Joy: Joy is a deep, enduring state of inner contentment, 

satisfaction and spiritual peace that persists regardless of external 

circumstances. 

Even though we miss my mother-in-law, we are filled with joy which 

the world cannot understand. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, are you going through sorrow, 

hurt, grief or facing rejection, ill-treatment by others, let me remind  

you that our Heavenly Father is seeing your suffering and tears, He 

will strengthen you, comfort you, fill you with His peace and is going to 

turn them into joy in His timing. 

 

God bless us all!                        

Latha Billa 
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A Brother in Heaven? 

“Hi, welcome. Is this your first time here?”, “Yes,” she smiled. 

“Where are you from?” “Ilford.” “And what do you do?” “I’m a        

barrister.” We chatted for a moment about work, family, and the   

ordinary things of life. Then she said something unexpected. “I have 

a brother but he’s in heaven.” I replied. “When did he die?” “Over 

two thousand years ago,” she said softly. I looked puzzled. She 

smiled and explained, “His name is Jesus Christ.” 

She opened her Bible and showed me these words: “For God so 

loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

Then she read another verse: “Yet to all who did receive him, to 

those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become      

children of God.”  John 1:12 This is the heart of the Easter        

message. 

Easter is not simply a cross or empty tomb. It is Resurrection, life 

stronger than death, hope stronger than despair, and love stronger 

than sin. When she said, “He died to save me so that I may live  

eternally,” I paused: “Tell me more.” 

Christianity is not a tradition or religious habit. It is a relationship 

with Jesus Christ - one that transforms our lives now and eternally. 

Through Jesus we are invited into God’s family - forgiven, restored, 

and given a living hope.  

At Easter Christians remember three things: 

Cross - Empty Tomb - Resurrection 

The invitation is only open while you are living! 

Those who believe in Him are called children of God, brothers 

and sisters in Christ.  

This article is deliberately short, compared to eternity, life is short. 

What is your answer to John 3:16? Yes or no? Heaven or hell.  

Till the next time - David Howarth 
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Would you like to be trained in evangelism and learn 

how to share the Gospel with those around you? 

We’re excited to be partnering with London City Mission, a           

charity dedicated to equipping local churches for mission in their  

communities. 

Through a five-part training course, meeting once a month from May 

to September, you’ll learn: 

• What the Gospel is (and isn’t) 

• How to have natural conversations about the Gospel 

• How to share your personal testimony 

• How to respond to difficult questions about faith 

• How to approach your neighbours in a friendly, thoughtful way 

that builds relationships and opens opportunities to share the 

Gospel 

Find out more on Sunday 26 April, when our guest speaker, Scott 

Gentry, will join us to share about this exciting partnership and preach 

during the service. 

In the meantime, if you’d like to register your interest, please speak 

with Tim Davies or Rev. Amutha Devaraj. 

Ashurst Drive Baptist 

Church  

&  

London City Mission 
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Concluding the story of Andrea and Ian’s ‘Technical Outreach’. 

In March we learned how young Maghdi in North Africa watched a video, 

understanding clearly for the first time, the Christmas Story. 

Andrea and Ian knew that God would do something amazing with their     

videos. They are passionate about helping new believers to become        

confident, well-equipped followers of Jesus. 

They’ve produced a series of ‘How to’ videos covering essential topics such 

as ‘How do I pray?’, ‘How do I read the Bible?’ and ‘How do I worship?’, 

which are used by churches in North Africa and other organisations, in their 

own dialect. Their impact is wider than Andrea and Ian could imagine. 

All this amazing work is only possible through your generosity and prayers. 
The two Missionaries are so grateful to be part of God’s plan of salvation for 
the world. To stand alongside each of you and serve in His Kingdom, holding 
out the hope of eternal life with God to those who do not know Him. 

 

 

*Apart from Andrea and Ian, names have been changed for security reasons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

        

 

Many Happy Returns 

of  the  Day  to:- 

- BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME -

Monish Balaji                

Carolyn Jacob               

Fay Chambers              

Martin Robert                

Margaret Richards       

BMS NEWS 

Doreen Hunter 

15th April 

19th April 

22nd April 

24th April 

28th April 

North Africa 

Sharing God’s Love ‘Online’  
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New Life 

How fast the months appear to pass in these modern times. Or is it 

just because the days of childhood, when many hours were spent 

musing in a world where time was not counted, are falling further 

behind us!? 

It doesn’t seem so long ago that leaves were falling from the       

autumn trees, the flowers dying and the days shortening, and we 

praised God for His goodness as the winter weeks were ushered in. 

Now it is Easter. We may well ask ourselves, “How have we spent 

the last few months?”. Have we spent time diligently feeding our 

souls on the Word (the soul fed in this way has food to pass on to 

others) and serving in God’s harvest field. Or have we been caught 

up in the hustle and commercialism of the times in which we live, 

not noticing how fast the days are passing? We must be careful to 

guard against being affected by this world and remind ourselves 

that we are not of this world. Since being born again of the Spirit of 

God, we are the children of God. 

We see the world rushing in its mad pursuit of power and            

corruptible possessions, as Easter is used as another excuse for 

money making. There seems to be little sign of the commemorating 

of the resurrection of Christ. 

Amid this world’s storm-troubled sphere, God’s wide embracing 

love is still offered through the gift of His only Son, Jesus, to as 

many as will receive Him. We, with many more throughout the world 

will be praising the Risen Christ of Easter, still living and working on 

by the power of the Holy Spirit through His church. 

At the start of this new season when nature awakes, after laying as 

though dead through the wild winds and frosts of winter, proving it 

did not pass away, remember that the life which is given us, through 

the death and resurrection of Christ, is undying life. Hold fast and 

anchor to the steadfast rock, Lord Jesus the Risen Christ. 

Ro Anderson 
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1.      What was the name of the prisoner the people wanted  

 released instead of Jesus? 

(a)     Barnabas         (b)  Hamas       (c)  Barabbas 

2.  What kind of crown was placed on the head of Jesus? 

(a) Crown of jewels     (b)  Crown of nails     (c)  Crown of thorns 

3. What colour robe did the soldiers place on Jesus? 

(a) Purple         (b)   White           (c)   Green 

4.   What did Jesus say would cry out as He rode into Jerusalem 

 on Palm Sunday? 

(a)     the stones          (b)  the angels        (c)  the earth 

5. How many pieces of silver did Judas trade the life of Jesus 

 for? 

(a)     25              (b)  30               (c)  35 

6. Who was the first person to see the risen Christ? 

(a)     Mary Magdalene   (b)   Mary mother of John Mark 

(c) Mary of Rome 

7. How many times did Peter deny Christ after Jesus’ arrest? 

(a)     2 times        (b)   3 times       (c)  4 times 

8. When Jesus died there was darkness in the land. How long 

 did it last? 

(a)     3 hours            (b)     3 days            (c)  3 weeks 

9. Where did the angel tell the women to go and see the risen 

 Saviour? 

(a)     Mount of Olives    (b)   Galilee     (c)   Mount Carmel 

 

Easter Quiz 
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Answers on page 20 

10. When Jesus saw the disciples after His resurrection, what 

 did He ask them to bring at the Sea of Tiberias? 

(a)     Sheep        (b)     Fish         (c)     Leaven Bread 

11.  What is the name of the prayer which Jesus taught his   

 disciples? 

(a) A prayer of supplication       (b)  Intercessory prayer  

(c) The Lord’s Prayer 

12.   While in the wilderness, Jesus was tempted to turn what 

 into bread? 

(a)     Stone          (b)  Wood        (c)  Sand 

13. Which disciple cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant in 

 an attempt to protect Jesus from being taken prisoner? 

(a)     Andrew              (b)  Philip               (c)  Peter 

14. What was torn in two when Jesus died? 

(a)     the sky     (b)   the tombstone    (c) the temple curtain 

15. Who helped Jesus carry his cross? 

(a)     Nicodemus   (b)  Simon of Cyrene   (c)  Joseph of Arimathea 

16. What did the angel say at the tomb of Jesus? 

(a)      ’Behold the Lamb of God’  (b) ‘He is not here, He has risen’   

(c)   ‘It is finished’ 

17. Who was the Roman governor that sentenced Jesus to be 

 crucified? 

(a) Herod         (b)   Pontius Pilate           (c)   Caiaphus 

18. How many days did Jesus appear to people after His        

 resurrection before ascending to Heaven? 

(a) 3         (b)  12         (c)   40 
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The stone was rolled, the tomb was bare, 

Christ arose - His love is there. 

Hope now shines so bright, so true, 

A gift of grace for me and you. 

 

Sin defeated, death is gone, 

Victory won through God's own Son. 

His mercy flows, His love will stay, 

Guiding us each step of the way. 

 

So lift your voice, rejoice and sing, 

Praise the Lord, our Risen King! 

For through His light, we find our way, 

A gift of love this Easter Day. 

Written by Catherine Pulsifer 

Risen in Glory 
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  Saturday 11th April 

Ashurst Drive 

Baptist Church

Easter Communion

Easter Sunday

March 29, 9:30 am procession; 

10:30 am service

Palm Sunday

April 2, 6:30 pm reflectionMaundy Thursday

April 3,11:00 am serviceGood Friday

April 5, 8:30 am communion & 

Breakfast; 10:30 am service

Easter Sunday
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Praying through Psalms

Every 

Monday Morning 

@ 7 am 

Via Zoom

606 233 4044

ADBC

Sat. 25th April 

@

4.00 pm

from the

church car park

17th April 2026                         
@ 7.30 PM

(every 3rd Friday)

@

Church
All are welcome

TO PRAY FOR

• THE CHURCH
• THE COMMUNITY
• THE NATION
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Ashurst Drive Baptist Church
Ashurst Drive, Gants Hill Relaxed, informal, sociable time chatting, 

with tea/coffee, biscuits and cakes.

Everyone aged 60 and above is Welcome!

Come along and enjoy a delightful 
morning with us. 

Bring a friend or meet new ones! 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Every last Saturday of the month
(excluding December)

10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon 
(or join us any time in between!)

IG2 6QH

TALK TO DONI OR AMUTHA

Please contact Benita Jayaseelan for any change 
in date and time 
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ӑ7GM <GFӐL @9N= LG DAN= AF >=9J 9:GML <=:LӛGod has given 
support that can make a long -term difference called

the first action to freedom is 
L9CAF? L@9L >AJKL KL=HӒ

appointment with Toks: 

Would you like 

to donate towards
flowers on a 

Sunday?

Perhaps on a special anniversary or to 

mark your birthday?

We have people who will display the 
flowers which will then be distributed 
after the church service.

Suggested donation - £20

Please see Toks or Rachel

ASHURST DRIVE

TALK TO 

BRIAN WATERFIELD

IF YOU WISH TO JOIN

Baptist Church
YOU ARE CONNECTED TO ANOTHER PERSON(S) 

AND

YOU CAN PRAY FOR EACH OTHER.
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contact - treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

• If you are a taxpayer, please use the 
blue envelopes

• Setup a Standing Order

• ìƖŔƣĲШċШĦőĲƕƨĲШŔŰШŉċƻŸƨƖШŸŉШљ ?79њ

• You can also raise free donations to 
ADBC when you shop online on 
easyfundraising. This will make a BIG 
difference to our church. 

• Sign up here: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

• contact: 
treasurer@adbaptistchurch.org.uk

Ways to 

Support 

ADBC

Easter Quiz Answers 
1. (c) Barabbas 
2.  (c)  Crown of thorns 
3. (a) Purple 
4. (a)     The stones            
5. (b)     30 
6. (a)     Mary Magdalene 
7. (b)     3 times 
8. (a)     3 hours 
9. (b)     Galilee 

10. (b)     Fish 
11. (c)     The Lord’s Prayer 
12. (a)     Stone 
13. (c)     Peter 
14. (c)     The temple curtain 
15. (b)     Simon of Cyrene 
16. (b)    ‘He is not here, He has risen’            
17. (b)     Pontius Pilate 
18. (c)     40 

 

 

SUNDAY  

10.30 am Morning worship (also online) 

  Sunday School - (ages 3 - 18)               

  Creche available     (All age service 1st Sunday of every month) 

MONDAY  

7:00 am Praying through Psalms (zoom) 

2.00 pm New Horizons (2nd Monday of every month) 

TUESDAY  

7.45 pm Badminton club 

8.00 pm Journeying with Jesusô disciples (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

WEDNESDAY  

8.00 pm  House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

THURSDAY  

1.30 pm Tiddlywinks - a parent/carer & toddler group (during term time) 

8.00 pm House group Bible study (alternate weeks via Zoom) 

FRIDAY 

 7.30 pm Youth Bible study (alternate weeks) 

 7.30 pm Prayer meeting (3rd Friday of every month) 

 7.30 pm Young adults group (3rd Friday of every month) 

SATURDAY 

10.00am Kids club (3rd Saturday of every month) 

10.30am 60+ Coffee morning (last Saturday of every month) 

  

 
Minister: Rev Dr Amutha Devaraj 

email: amutha@adbaptistchurch.org.uk 

é at a glance  

PLEASE CHECK IF GROUPS ARE  

RUNNING DURING THE SCHOOL 

HOLIDAYS 


