Reading: Mark 7:24-30

Sermon
The Servant-Teacher (Mark 7:1-8:26)

“...“It is what comes from inside that defiles you. For from within, out of a
person’s heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorali, theft, murder, adultery,
greed, wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, envyasder, pride, and foolishness. All
these vile things come from within; they are what dfile you.” (Mark 7:20-23 NLT)

» So said Jesus to a group of people who knew tegthhd no hope of getting into heaven.

* He says it to a group of people who are beyongéile

* He actually says this to his disciples in explamatafter he has been having a discussion
with some Pharisees and Teachers of the Law al®og lzlean or unclean. It is not what
goes into your body in the form of food that is mnjant, but what comes out of your heart —
what is seen in your behaviour evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder,
adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, lustful desise envy, slander, pride, and
foolishness Even the things we cannot see openly & thoughts, lustful desires, envy
andpride will all eventually come out in actions, in behawio

Then Jesus meets a Gentile woman, one who is dedcim Mark as a Greek, a Syro-Phoenician.
One who was not in the chosen race of Israel, Inat wstead of being blasted, hears

..."Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter
was healed from that very hour.” (Matthew 15:28 NIV)

Words reported by Matthew rather than Mark, buthbioilow on from the words said about the
Pharisees and the Teacher of the Law. But welgstichof ourselves.

We read that Jesus moved on, he leaves Capernaligoas north east towards Tyre. Tyre was in
a region that was called Canaan, which is why Mattkdescribes her as a Canaanite woman. But
Mark describes her as a Greek and a Syro-Phoeniaiaman. Both are correct. Tyre was in a
region which was called Canaan, although technyidhk whole of Israel could be called Canaan,
but this part was the only part that retained then®. However it was part of Syria and called
Phoenicia and hence Syro-Phoenicia or Syrian Pbigenit had two principle towns, that of Tyre
and Sidon. Both ports and it made the towns viety and the Phoenicians were renown for their
trade, for their ships. This led to them beingyvproud but it was their pride that led to their
downfall — but that is a tale for another day.

So this woman is from a proud nation, and | warlbtk at three things she did, one thing she did
not do and the result of those four things.

She Searched
Firstly she searched. Verse 24

“Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity ofTyre. He entered a house and did
not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep ik presence secret. In fact, as
soon as she heard about him, a woman whose littl@aaghter was possessed by an
evil spirit came and fell at his feet.”(Mark 7:24-25 NIV)

As soon as she heard about him being in the aneaywent and searched for him. There are many
people who are searching. They are searchingofoething, at times they do not know what, but
they know they are missing something in life. Bome they try to find it in:



* Work — it takes over and becomes the be all andadéind their life. These people can burn out
at a young age, or when retirement comes they tdd&mmv what to do. Their life has ended
effectively.

* Family — they live for their family. The kids atfee most important part of their lives, ferrying
them here and taking them there. Then the chiltiraninto adults, fly the nest, although today
that is happening later and later when people &ea @ their thirties, and what do they do then.
Life has finished. They look at their spouse aed a stranger and so a divorce comes along.
The second highest time for a divorce is when thiglen have left home or at least when they
have stopped being dependent on the parents.

» Alcohol and drugs — some search for meaning in ni@sructive ways — in alcohol and/or
drugs. They are search for a release from lifiesdonething more exciting that what they have.

So many people are searching and this woman washéeg She was searching for Jesus to cure
herlittle daughter (Mark 7:25) Did you notice that lovely touch by Mark? Itttee mother’s little
daughter, so we know she is young and she haprblidem with being possessed by and evil spirit.
How distressing that must have been for the mdtheratch.

So something she had heard about Jesus meanhéabsght him out, the Servant-Teacher, ready

to help people. When I read this | asked mysefgtestion:

* Does my life attract people to Jesus or not? laafinm believer in the fact that Christians do
need to speak about the gospel they believe infheyt must also walk the talk as well — it is
both. Unless we speak people will not know thesoeavhy we live the way we do, but unless
our lives match up to our words, then people woll believe that what we are saying is true.

Maybe you are here because you are searching. évidngoe is/are some question or guestion in
your mind, some doubt that is there. However yauhmnest enough to still be searching and you
are looking in the right place — looking to Jesus.

Some years ago now, Susan came to the church weiweiShe was married to Jack. Susan had
had quite a turbulent past but then had becomeriat@n, had become more stable in her life, had
stopped threatening to commit suicide and was fapkifter their daughter very well — it had not
always been like that. Jack could see the diffe¥en Susan and wanted to investigate how it had
happened. So he came along with Susan to a disoug®up that was looking into questions of
life. Jack was searching, just like the Syro-Phman woman.

She Worshipped
The nest step for the woman can be found in vesse 2

“In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a womanhese little daughter was
possessed by an evil spirit came and fell at hisgfie” (Mark 7:25 NIV)

She came antkll at his feet She worshipped him. The best way to get to kma is to worship
him. Does this mean coming to church and singingy doing all that religious stuff? For this
woman, this Gentile woman, all it meant was fallaigthe feet of Jesus — giving him his worth —
that is what worship is. If we come to worship tar sake, then we are coming for the wrong
reason — we are coming to give God what he deserlieis means our worship is not confined to a
Sunday but is the whole of our lives.

Giving someone worth comes in many different. Ramer Jack, who was searching. Jack use to
spend all day walking the streets. It was a différset of streets each day, although he found
himself going down the same street some four tiangsar. Jack was a meter reading, calling house
to house to read a utility meter. One day, wlhitstivas coming to the group, an old lady asked him



to do a little task for her whilst he was thered #imen, as he was leaving she told him of something
that was troubling her and asked him to ‘say agrdgr her’. Jack went home and that night, in
the early hours of the morning, he suddenly wokié wistart and couldn’t get back to sleep. As he
lay there, listening to the rhythmic sound of hise¥g snoring, he remembered the old lady on his
round. And so he thought and thought, and begamay for her. In his way he was worshipping
God. He didn't start singing — that might havetulised the snoring! But he worshipped in a way
he knew — he gave God worth knowing that he hadenaagromise that the maybe God had heard
him as well.

She Believed
Then we move on in the story of the woman and h#e ldaughter. We have that this lady
believed. Verse 26

“The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. I8 begged Jesus to drive the
demon out of her daughter.”(Mark 7:26 NIV)

Matthew records the words she said

... "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daugher is suffering terribly
from demon-possession." (Matthew 15:22 NIV)

She knew, she believed that Jesus could delivestybl! she had heard that there was this miracle
worker, this healer in the area called Jesus. Baitbglieved that he could make a difference, so she
begs him on behalf of her daughter, “Make her wgal, rid of this evil spirit that keeps possessing
her.” Do we talk to Jesus, to God with that sasrese of belief, or do we do it half-heartedly?

And of Jack? As he was praying for the old ladyhsxmeter round, he believed that what he was
doing was making a difference for the old lady. NMéed to believe that pray, that talking to God is
important and also does have an effect. Maybeishighy up and down this country churches are
practically empty for one meeting that is held is tis the prayer meeting. What do you think of

when you are invited to a prayer meeting? Doesake you want to go, or stay at home? Why is
this? Our perception of prayer or of God? Jaakaproblem praying, even though he was not a
Christian!

Salvation Came
So the three things that the lady did was to sedoclvorship and to believe. So what was the
result before we move on to the thing she did &t &erse 30.

“She went home and found her child lying on the bedand the demon gone.”
(Mark 7:30 NIV)

Salvation had come to that house. The daughterheaked, the demon had gone. There would
have been much rejoicing in that house, that dBlyere would have been much telling of friends
how it all happened. The name Jesus would be kedwn to all the friends of that Syro-
Phoenician mother and of the friends of her lithughter. They would have been followers of
Jesus.

For Jack. What happened for him? As he was pgayiat night at around 3 in the morning lying
next to his wife, he suddenly had a thought. Magbé¢ am praying for this lady | ought to become
a Christian. So then and there, he said to Jésushe knew he had done wrong and repented of
that and asked that Jesus take over control difbisThen he continued to prayer for the ladyttha
he had met that day.



He did not wake up his wife and tell him — he kneetter that to wake his sleeping wife up in the
middle of the night! He told a group of us abdutt days later.

But | said that the lady did three things, did dotone thing and the result of those four thingée
have looked at the three things she did, searctrshimand believe, we have seen the result of he
things she did and did not do, but we have notddokt the one thing she did not do. In the middle
of this story we have this odd conversation betwksus and the woman. Verse 27

“'First let the children eat all they want,” he tol d her, "for it is not right to take
the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs."

"Yes, Lord," she replied, "but even the dogs underthe table eat the children’s
crumbs."” (Mark 7:27-28 NIV)

Was Jesus really calling her and here little daeigatdog? Well, yes and no. In the eyes of the
Jews who would have been around, they would hage #gemselves as children, as children of
God. They were the favoured nation and all sonaiftethe Old Testament we have the parent-child
relationship being spoken about explicitly or rederto implicitly. They would see themselves as
the children. The Gentiles, non-Jews were so aftéerred to as dogs. They were not worthy —
they were low. But what was her reaction to tla¢eshent by Jesus?

“'First let the children eat all they want,...for it is not right to take the children’s
bread and toss it to their dogs."” (Mark 7:27 NIV)

She does not rant ands rave and say, ‘How unf&iny should the Jews have it all?” She does not
envy the special relationship that they have witddGut she would like some of it. At times we
do envy what others have, even spiritually. We mayy someone else because they have a

* Greater knowledge of the Bible — this is probahlg d¢o the fact that they have been reading
the Bible for many years and also may have studliedhis is not a reason to be envious,
but to spur us on to gain that knowledge as wethfthe best book around.

* Seem to be in touch with God more, or God is irckowith them more as they keep talking
about the dreams God has given them, or the pgthey have seen, or the words that God
has spoken to them. This may be part of theiitgpiity and not yours. We need to find
our own way to talk to God and he to us and itasalways the same as the person next to
you.

So the woman is not envious and when | read hdy ieplways makes me think of a member of
our family who sadly is dead now. His name was Blenand he was a West Highland White, a
Westie and when we ate he would be banned to thkedk. If fact some visitors thought that his
name was Bumble Kitchen because we would say dsegan our meal and saw him creeping into
the dining room, ‘Bumble, kitchen.” However at thied of the meal, especially when the girls were
very young, we would shout for Bumble and then lo&ileb come running into the dining room and
become our organic vacuum cleaner, hovering uphallbits of food that had dropped onto the
floor.

So with this in mind she replies to Jesus, verse 28

“Yes, Lord,...but even the dogs under the table eathe children’s crumbs.
(Mark 7:28 NIV)

Don't get envious, but do as the lady did



» As a searcher, keep searching — you will get thecause God wants us all to come to him.
There will also be times in your life, even as ari€ttan when you are searching for a
particular answer to a doubt you have. Doubtingaswrong, but that is when you still
need to keep on with that search. Ask questiorathadrs, look into the Bible, turn to God
in prayer and ask him

* As a worshipper, keep worshipping. Keep comingharch, joining with others. Keep
serving God where you work, or at home, or beinglved in leisure. This means working
the best you can. | was having a chat the othgmdllh someone about whether employing
a Christian to do a task is better or worse. tiudth be better because the way they work
should be an expression of their love of God, lmmetimes that does not always happen.
You will then be making your walk with God matchuydalk — that is worship of God.

* As a believer, keep on increasing your faith, mgliour beliefs stronger and stronger. Be
with other Christians, learning with them. It mhg that God puts you through difficult
times — recognise that these times are to gaingttre

Then we will know that salvation that comes fromdGothat life abundant, that Jesus, the Servant-
Teacher talks about. For me there is nothing béttn to live for God as a searcher, worshipper
and believer, knowing his salvation.

PRAYER



