Rahab and the Spies

Back in the days of Abraham, God had made a protoikén:
Genesis 12:1-7

1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your nativardoy, your relatives, and
your father’s family, and go to the land that Ivgihow you. 2 | will make you
into a great nation. | will bless you and make jemmous, and you will be a
blessing to others. 3 | will bless those who blgss and curse those who treat
you with contempt. All the families on earth wik Iblessed through you.”

4 So Abram departed as the Lord had instructednd haaded for the land of
Canaan. When they arrived in Canaan, 6 Abram teaviélrough the land as far
as Shechem. There he set up camp beside the dédreh. At that time, the area
was inhabited by Canaanites.

7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “I gwle this land to your
descendants.” And Abram built an altar there ardicd¢ed it to the Lord, who
had appeared to him.

God had promised that the land of Canaan wouldngeio the descendants of Abraham.
Abraham never saw this happen in his lifetime. tiNgidid his son Isaac. Years went by
and the descendants of Abraham, the Israelites stdlraot in possession of the land
God had promised (the Promised Land). It was lmaginto look like they were never
going to have the land that God had promised.

And then it got worse. It was during the time dfrAham’s grandson Jacob. Now, you'll
remember that Jacob had 12 sons, one of them Besgph. Can you remember where
Joseph ended up? — That'’s right, Egypt.

And if you remember, there was a famine which drdesseph’s whole family to go to
Egypt. Well they settled there and then the Igesektarted to expand. But when a new
king came to power, he didn'’t like the fact that thraelites were expanding, he thought
they were getting too strong and saw them as atthi®o he made the Israelites slaves.

They were slaves for years and the promise Godyvash to Abraham seemed so long
ago that the Israelites must have all but givehajpe.

But then came Moses. Can you remember what hagBen&hat’s right. God brought
10 plagues on Egypt and eventually Pharaoh let gp@mAnd then he changed his mind
and chased after them with his army. And I'm sgoe know the story of how the
Israelites escaped through the Red Sea as Godl phetsvater for them to cross on dry
ground.

It's quite an adventure isn't it? After all thairigs slow down a little bit and the
Israelites spend some time in the desert. In faey spend years in the desert. And



many of the generation that left Egypt, includingdés, never made it to the Promised
Land.

Joshua was now leader of the Israelites. God hadiped them the land of Canaan,
remember. But how would they get that land? & aianeady occupied.

One big problem was the city of Jericho. This weesfirst city they would encounter
after crossing the Jordan River. If the IsraeMese going to take the land of Canaan,
then they needed to take Jericho. This was & hifppoblem because Jericho had a huge
wall around it and huge gates to get in and outiwds heavily guarded. Chances are,
they had a strong army.

While Moses was leader he sent out spies to adse&snd and this is what happened:
Numbers 13:25-33

25 After exploring the land for forty days, the nmreturned 26 to Moses, Aaron, and the
whole community of Israel at Kadesh in the wildesef Paran. They reported to the
whole community what they had seen and showed therfruit they had taken from the
land. 27 This was their report to Moses: “We erddhe land you sent us to explore, and
it is indeed a bountiful country—a land flowing tvitilk and honey. Here is the kind of
fruit it produces. 28 But the people living there powerful, and their towns are large
and fortified. We even saw giants there, the dedaets of Anak! 29 The Amalekites live
in the Negev, and the Hittites, Jebusites, and Aw®live in the hill country. The
Canaanites live along the coast of the Mediternar8=a and along the Jordan Valley.”
30 But Caleb tried to quiet the people as theydstmefore Moses. “Let’s go at once to
take the land,” he said. “We can certainly conqtiér

31 But the other men who had explored the land tiith disagreed. “We can’t go up
against them! They are stronger than we are!” 3th8g spread this bad report about the
land among the Israelites: “The land we traveledugh and explored will devour
anyone who goes to live there. All the people we s@re huge. 33 We even saw giants*
there, the descendants of Anak. Next to them wdikel grasshoppers, and that's what
they thought, too!”

THAT WAS THE IMPOSSIBLE SITUATION — how were theréelites going to defeat
a city that was so heavily guarded and had hugagtwalls?

Joshua believed that God had given them the lahtéalso knew that he was going to
have to fight for it. And he wanted to know whatwas up against. But how was he
going to get information without the whole camprigescared off again like they were
before? He needed to get some confidence intpebple, not have them shaking with
fear.

This called for a SECRET MISSION. Joshua sentsspeeretly (secret agents) to check
out the land. The spies ended up at the housalwdlR— a prostitute. HANG ON A
MINUTE! — A PROSTITUTE???!!! What were they doiaga prostitute’s house?



Well it's obvious what they’re doing at a prostésthouse but... well... they shouldn’t
be. They're supposed to be part of the Israelitesspeople of God. God’s going to be
pretty annoyed with them for going to a prostitwteen they were supposed to be
checking out the land for Joshua.

But hang on a minute. Let’s look at this from dmestangle. The spies might be a bit
cleverer than it may first appear. Think aboutTihey need a place to stay where they
can check things out. A place inside the city svhlit somewhere where they can hide
away without the authorities knowing they are theseprostitute is not likely to be best
friends with the local authorities, so it's a pyetafe bet that they could hide away here
without being detected. What's even better is Rettab’s house formed part of the city
wall. That meant that if anything did go wrongg gpies could make a quick getaway.
So we can see why the spies might have decided to g prostitute’s house.

But I'm going to suggest another reason that magrse you. | think that God led them
to Rahab’s house. | know it sounds a strange ttarsgy, that God would lead people to
the house of a prostitute, but perhaps that isusecave limit God, but God can use
anyone, can't he?

You see, someone did tell the authorities abousgies. Maybe it was a guard that saw
them come through the gates of the city. Maylheas one of Rahab’s neighbours. We
don’t know. What we do know is that the secretaig/@ere not so secret anymore.

But this next bit is what makes me think that Gabswn this whole thing. You see, |
imagine that most people in the city would havepigdhanded the spies over to the
authorities. | mean the king would be grateful §@u had saved the city from being
attacked. You’'d probably get a large reward, amald/ be a local hero. But for some
reason Rahab didn’t do that. She took the spiemtpthe roof of her house and hid
them under flax (Flax was a plant that grew likalbgrass and was used to make linen).
When the authorities came looking for the spiedya@®aold them that the men were at
her house but she did not realise who they werdtadhad now left. She said “if you
are quick you might catch up with them before tleaywe the city”. With that the
authorities left to chase after the spies (whoaefrse were hiding on Rahab’s roof).

When the authorities had gone, Rahab told the sygigsshe had hidden them.

8 Before the spies went to sleep that night, Ravedt up on the roof to talk with them.
9 “I know the Lord has given you this land,” sh&dtthem. “We are all afraid of you.
Everyone in the land is living in terror. 10 For have heard how the Lord made a dry
path for you through the Red Sea when you left Eg§pd we know what you did to
Sihon and Og, the two Amorite kings east of theldorRiver, whose people you
completely destroyed. 11 No wonder our hearts Inaeked in fear! No one has the
courage to fight after hearing such things. Forlibiel your God is the supreme God of
the heavens above and the earth below.

See, | told you God was in this. Rahab told thieat she believed that God was with
them and that they would conquer Jericho. Shethach that the people of Jericho were



actually quite scared because they had heard #iutay that God had parted the Red
Sea for them so as they could pass through it pyigrund. They had heard how the
Israelites had taken other places and they kneywwileee next.

Rahab knew that God is powerful and she was moredeudoabout that than she was
about the authorities. So she asks the spiesare $er and her family when they attack
Jericho.

The spies agree that so long as Rahab doesn’yliaem. They will make sure that her
house is not touched when they attack Jericho.hBwtwill the Israelites know which
house is Rahab’s? In the morning Rahab helpeddies escape by lowering them out of
her window on a rope. The spies said to Rahabyienly be bound by our agreement
if you leave this scarlet rope in the window. Thaty they would know which house

was Rahab’s and which house they needed to leane alhen they attacked the city.

You can see that they are very good secret agentibe this is like a secret code. No
one in the city would have known why the scarl@eravas hanging in the window. But
the Israelites would have known. And for the Iites, it was quite an easy code to
remember because it was very similar to the seod that they had to use in Egypt
when God brought the plagues. You may rememberthevast plague was that God
sent an angel of death. When the angel passedcadwase in Egypt, the first born male
would die. But for the Israelites, God said ttidhey painted lamb’s blood on their
doorframes, the angel would not touch their house.

Rahab accepted the terms and left the scarletirapging in the window.

22 The spies went up into the hill country and eththere three days. The men who were
chasing them searched everywhere along the roathdyfinally returned without
success.

23 Then the two spies came down from the hill coyrdrossed the Jordan River, and
reported to Joshua all that had happened to thérflI# Lord has given us the whole
land,” they said, “for all the people in the larmé &errified of us.”

So often we think that people need to be supeitsgito be used by God. We think that
if someone is going to play an important role fadGhey need to be well respected, they
need to be good, honest people, and they needliarpa Godly life. Rahab had none
of these qualities and yet God still had an impuargart for her to play.

That's the amazing thing about God, he doesn’troiisnate like we do. He can work
with us whether we’ve got it all sorted out or nehether we think we deserve to be on
his team or not. Whoever we are, whatever we'veedo the past, however you feel
your relationship with God is right now, God car ysu. Do you believe that?

You might think that it's impossible for God to ugeu, but God is a God of the
impossible. He is a God that makes the imposgibssible.



| want to finish with a story and then I'm goingdtve you a chance to make a response
to God this morning. This is a story you may hheard before, | heard Brian tell it once
and | think it's a great story for all those ofwko sometimes compare ourselves with
other people and we feel a bit useless comparsdr@one else. Do you ever feel like
that? Well, if you do, this may help.

[Story of the two water pots]

A man had two water pots that he used to carrymede the river each day,
back to his home for his family to use. Each dayould take the empty pots
and walk a mile to the river and fill the pots e torim. Then he would walk the
mile back to his home. One day as the man wastab®et out, one of the pots
said to him “I don’t think I'm very useful as a veatpot”. “Why do you say that”
said the man. The pot replied “I have a crack énand I've noticed that while
you're carrying me back from the river, my watelgaking out and by the time
we get home, half of it has gone.” “Oh | see” ghiel man, “Wait until the
morning, | have something to show you.”

The next day the man took the two pots out as ufilleatl them with water from
the river and walked them home again. As usua,pot was full to the brim but
the cracked pot was half empty. “You see” saidpbie “I told you | was useless,
look, half of my water has gone.” The man repliBdl you notice anything on
the way back today”. “Nothing special”’ said the fjast some flowers along the
path”. “Ahh” said the man “and did you notice thia¢ flowers were only on your
side of the path? You see, | knew you were craeketithat you leaked, but
because of that, you water the flowers and thaseefls cheer me up when | have
to walk two miles every day. I'm glad you've gotmack and that you leak,
without it | wouldn’t be able to enjoy the flowets.

You see, God has a wonderful way that even thgdhinat we consider a weakness, God
has a use for. So whether you think of yoursethascomplete pot, or as a crackpot, you
can be used by God.

RESPONSE

Piece of paper — represents things that hold yol fihings you’'ve done in the past,
things people have done to you, hurts, feelingaadequacy, bitterness, even apathy) —
take that paper, write on it if you want to or jlesve it blank and imagine what that
piece of paper represents, your secret code betyreand God. Then | want you to
come up to the front and tear it up and throw ihie bin.

Scarlet chord — then down here there are bowls pidbes of scarlet chord. Take one
with you and tie it somewhere where you will seegularly. This is a secret code to
remind you that God can use you like he used RaBafor example, tie it to your keys



— no one else will know why it's there, but it'swosecret code so as whenever you open
the door, it's a reminder to you that God has gpse for you.

Youngster's you might want to tie it to the zipyaiur pencil case so as every time you
open your pencil case you are reminded that Goé hais for you to do.

A song will play and I invite you to make that resge to God — throw away anything
that is holding you back and take a reminder thad Gan use anyone, even you.



