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READING Job 2:11-13

SERMON
Job’s Misquided Friends(Job 2:11-13; 4:1-21; 8:1-22; 11:1-20; 32:1-222)6:

We continue our look at Job. Here is the man wad éverything. A wife, a family who loved
each other, possessions to make him wealthy andl lyealth. But then he loses everything because
of two conversations between God and Satan. Betkimilar in chapters 1 and 2.

“And the LORD said to Satan, "Where have you comerbm?"

Satan answered the LORD, "From roaming through theearth and going to and
froinit."

Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered ynservant Job? There is no-
one on earth like him; he is blameless and uprigha man who fears God and shuns
evil. ...."" (Job 2:2-3 NIV)

After the first conversation, Job loses his chifd@nd all his possessions. After the second
conversation, Job loses his health. The only ttagjremains from his former life is his wife.

So Job is in this state, no family, no money, nagrehis health and he and no-one else knows
anything about the conversation between God ananSaNo-one knows that Satan is allowed to
test Satan, but within limits that God puts there.

But the tremendous thing is that in all his adversj Job never curses God. He remains blameless
and upright, and who fears God and shuns evils Wais the description of Job at the beginning of
his story; this is still the description of him npgwen after all his calamities.

The events that have happened to Job have gotMaybe even Job put the word round, and so
three friends come to see him. Eliphaz the TemaBdphar the Naamathite and the shortest man in
the Bible. Earlier in the year we looked at Nerhigh, the second shortest man in the Bible, but
now we read of Bildad the Shuhite! I'm sorry foat one, but it is just a way of remembering, like

Shadrach, Meshach and To be We-go which is howsl taraght to remember Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego.

So now along come Eliphaz the Temanite, BildadShehite and Zophar the Naamathite. And
initially, what do they do? Verse 13 of the passag read from Job 2

“Then they sat on the ground with him for seven day and seven nights. No-one
said a word to him, because they saw how great tssiffering was.” (Job 2:13 NIV)

They just sat there and said nothing. Job must h@en a sight though. You know when you go

and see someone who has been ill for a long tihexetis that non-recognition at times because
they have changed so much. They hay lost a lowveafht, or the illness has changed their

appearance. Well for the three friends they hedethperience — they could hardly recognise Job as
they approached him, but we are told they jusarsit say nothing, for seven days.
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What do we often do? Well the first thing is tingestion that is asked when you see someone in
the waiting room of the doctor’s surgery. “Helleete, how are you?” You then realise where you
are, a doctor’s surgery and the question seemsl\gose banal. They are probably ill, that is why
they are there and why you are there! So the cmximent comes babbling out of the mouth, “You
are looking well at the moment.” Because you seathat you cannot say, ‘You look absolutely
terrible. You must be so ill" Or should we pepisebe like the doctor in this picture?

At times, and quite often it is harder, but bettesay as little as possible and let the otherguers
talk. This can be true when a person is ill orebged. There is so much in saying as little as
possible but getting the other person to tell tisénry, to talk about what they want to talk about
and going with them. Most people want to tell yahout their illness or about the one they have
just lost through death, or the redundancy. & matter of listening and being there.

Job does finally speak and then from chapter fitnigp to chapter 38, there is this conversation
back and forth between Job’s three friends andwitb a forth friend joining in later. There are
times when the friends are great and say someshirag are totally true, but beware the misguided,
well-meaning friend.

They say that God is Precisely Just. — We knowwleafollow a God who is just. Eliphaz says this
right near the start of his speech. Chapter &evér

“'Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perised? Where were the upright
ever destroyed? As | have observed, those who pldugvil and those who sow
trouble reap it. At the breath of God they are degbyed; at the blast of his anger
they perish.” (Job 4:7-9 NIV)

God does not punish or inflict bad on the righteeuse cannot do that. Bildad says something
similar in his speech, chapter 8:3

“Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervdrwhat is right? When your

children sinned against him, he gave them over tohé penalty of their sin.”
(Job 8:3-4 NIV)

God is just and we know that. ‘The problem wheh’dahildren were destroyed by the tornado
was that they must have sinned.” That is how Bildaderstood it and explained the happenings.

The wicked will always perish and the friends assdnthat meant then. Death or bad fortune
meant that the justice of God had fallen on you.

We do not believe that now. We say the day of@acig may not be in this life — it may be in the
next. This was the problem of Karl Marx who calletigion, the ‘opiate of the people’. Religion,
he surmised was being used by the unscrupulougdp koor and oppressed people down, now
because it promised them idyllic surrounds in titare.

We see the same in the parable of the rich mar.anarus

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple ad fine linen and lived in

luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar naed Lazarus, covered with sores
and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s tdble. Even the dogs came and
licked his sores. "The time came when the beggar &l and the angels carried him
to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and wasusied. In hell, where he was

in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far awaywith Lazarus by his side.”
(Luke 16:19-23 NIV)
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So God is precisely just weighing out rewards amdighments for actions in one’s life. However
the friends were taking far too short a view of ithey assumed that Job had down something
wrong. We do not believe that now — but sadly ¢hare some that do. They see bad things
happening as God’s judgement on the person on whiefs — especially if it is not them! This
then heaps that guilt on the person, along witlptieblems they already have.

Another things the friends say is that God is Abs#y Righteous. Zophar says in his speech to
Job, chapter 11:13

“Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch aut your hands to him, if you put
away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evito dwell in your tent, then you
will lift up your face without shame; you will stand firm and without fear. You will
surely forget your trouble, recalling it only as wders gone by. Life will be brighter
than noonday, and darkness will become like morningYou will be secure, because
there is hope; you will look about you and take yourest in safety. You will lie

down, with no-one to make you afraid, and many willcourt your favour.”
(Job 11:13-19 NIV)

God is absolutely righteous and therefore will enditically answer you appeal — be this verbally or
by a change in lifestyle as Zophar says here., jlsh ask God for forgiveness and confess your sin
and he will forgive you.” As Zophar says earlierthis speech

“... Know this: God has even forgotten some of yourig.” (Job 11:6 NIV)

But Job keeps protesting his innocence. He dotslaion sinless perfection, but he knows that he
has not anything to deserve what he is going throwgv.

* Does the Christian in the last few years of sufigrirom Multiple Sclerosis deserve the pain
she was in every day, practically every momentvefrgday? No she did not because she was a
wonderful example to all those around her as steseaadly suffering.

« Does the Christian family deserve the fact thair thumior school aged son has a reoccurrence
of a brain tumour? Has the boy sinned so grealtlg® his parents?

We do not really know the answers to those questibnt we do know that God is precisely just
absolutely righteous.

And lastly the three friends tell us that God ipfmely Wise. ‘Job, if only you confess, God will
answer with blessing.” Back to Eliphaz again, ¢eep:17

“'Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do notaspise the discipline of the
Almighty. For he wounds, but he also binds up; henjures, but his hands also heal.
From six calamities he will rescue you; in seven nlearm will befall you. In famine
he will ransom you from death, and in battle from he stroke of the sword. You
will be protected from the lash of the tongue, andheed not fear when destruction
comes. You will laugh at destruction and famine, ath need not fear the beasts of
the earth. For you will have a covenant with the sines of the field, and the wild
animals will be at peace with you. You will know tlat your tent is secure; you will
take stock of your property and find nothing missirg. You will know that your
children will be many, and your descendants like th grass of the earth. You will
come to the grave in full vigour, like sheaves gaéned in season.

3of5



ADBC 21/09/08 pm

"We have examined this, and it is true. So hear iand apply it to yourself."”
(Job 5:11-27 NIV)

Notice the last line. We are right, you’re wrontj!you follow God’s correction, his disciple, then
you will be safe.You will laugh at destruction and famine, and needot fear the beasts of the
earth (Job 5:22) We see this echoed in Hebrews we read

“In your struggle against sin, you have not yet rasted to the point of shedding
your blood. And you have forgotten that word of enouragement that addresses
you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lor discipline, and do not lose
heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord discipes those he loves, and he
punishes everyone he accepts as a son." Endure hahip as discipline; God is
treating you as sons. For what son is not discipled by his father? If you are not
disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), &m you are illegitimate children
and not true sons. Moreover, we have all had humafathers who disciplined us
and we respected them for it. How much more shoulde submit to the Father of
our spirits and live! Our fathers disciplined us fa a little while as they thought
best; but God disciplines us for our good, that wenay share in his holiness. No
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painfuLater on, however, it produces a

harvest of righteousness and peace for those who Ve been trained by it.”
(Hebrews 12:4-11 NIV)

We accept the discipline of God and say that bamyshare happening to us because of God’s
supreme wisdom in training us. Therefore we mayeha go through a period of hardship to be
better people — to be what God wants for us.

So God is Precisely Just, Absolutely Righteous &udremely Wise and so Job must have done

something against God and all he has to do is serdad al will be well. But that is a very facile

argument. None of what we are saying about Gaodtisie, but to say

* God is Precisely Just, Absolutely Righteous and&uply Wise

* | am going through an absolutely awful time, in vevaer form that is taking, be it financial,
health or family

* | must have sinned so need to confess that to &oati the necessary final conclusion to the
previous two statements.

No-one knew of the conversation between God ananS#tey only saw the outcome. Also beware
of spiritual sounding arguments. Job 4:10

“'A word was secretly brought to me, my ears caughta whisper of it. Amid

disquieting dreams in the night, when deep sleeplfa on men, fear and trembling
seized me and made all my bones shake. A spirit@ddid past my face, and the hair
on my body stood on end. It stopped, but | could ridell what it was. A form stood

before my eyes, and | heard a hushed voice: ‘Canraortal be more righteous than
God? Can a man be more pure than his Maker?{Job 4:11-17 NIV)

| had a vision; | had a dream about this. Thatasto say that God does not speak in visions, in
dreams, as we heard this morning concerning Isiibeh. However we must make certain, we
must make sure if we pass it on.

And Elihu the youngest and last friend who comdsiier says, chapter 32:6-9
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“..."I am young in years, and you are old; that is why | was fearful, not daring to
tell you what | know. | thought, ‘Age should speak;advanced years should teach
wisdom.” But it is the spirit in a man, the breathof the Almighty, that gives him
understanding. It is not only the old who are wise,not only the aged who
understand what is right.” (Job 32:6-9 NIV)

| am wise because | have God with me. The Spa# told me this and his speech carries on in
similar fashion berating the old men for their isbhess, and saying that he has the answers — from
God.

People suffer, Christians suffer — it can be airr ten hand because of wrong decisions. It can be
because of sin, unconfessed sin in their livesmdly be because they are Christians in a hostile
culture — is that not what the suffering churchallsabout. Take care not to condemn someone
going through difficulties too quickly.

PRAYER

50f5



