READING Mark 1:9-20

SERMON
God’s Servant Is Here! (Mark 1)

“'The time has come....The kingdom of God is near. Bpent and believe the good
news!" (Mark 1:15 NIV)

This is what we read in Mark 1:15. If you have il& near you, you might to open it at Mark 1
which is found on page 1002.

So what is the good newsRepent and believe the good news!"{Mark 1:15 NIv). Couldn’t we all

do with good news at the moment with the credihcltuon, wars waging in the Middle East, wars
and famines happening in many parts of the woi&h what is this good news? It is found in
verse 1

“The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christhe Son of God.”(Mark 1:1 NIV)
Or as the New Living Translation puts it
“This is the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God..(Mark 1:1 NLT)

Or to put it another way the good news is that déss come and has brought with him power. As
| was meditating on this chapter, chapter 1 of Maskas asking myself the question, ‘What is this
chapter saying to me?’ and what was it sayingwai talking about power.

| thought this morning of beginning the sermon hyisg that we begin the gospel of Mark as part
of our theme this year. Our theme of Forward Timgkwhere we have the verse from Hebrews
12:2

Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finishénis race we're in. Study
how he did it. He never lost sight of where he wdseaded. (Hebrews 12:2)

Saying that we are looking particularly at the nhedsentence in that vers&tudy how he did it
and so Thinking of a Gospel. We will be lookingpithis gospel, this good news up to Easter.

| had thought about being by saying that Mark’spgbss the shortest of the gospels and is written
in a very fast style. Some have called it the Senvgpaper version of a gospel. It is fast, it moves
on from incident to incident, but it still helps tesstudy how Jesus did it.

| did think about beginning by saying that someatats think that Mark was the first to produce a
gospel and that Matthew and Luke both had accefis tdowever other scholars would disagree
with that, but it makes no difference either wayMuat is being said through the gospel of Mark.

But what struck me was this notion, this concdps teality of power. You will need to refer teeth
gospel of Mark, chapter 1 for this, so | hope thati can see a Bible. If not, then share with
someone, be neighbourly!

Firstly we have th@ower of his word. Verse 21

“They, Jesus and the disciplesent to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came,
Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teacthelpeople were amazed at his
teaching, because he taught them as one who had laotity, not as the teachers of
the law.” (Mark 1:21-22 NIV)



The people were amazed at his teaching and he sptkauthority, with power. We have a whole
book of the words of Jesus. How can | say th&suslis described in John’s gospel as the Word

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was wth God, and the Word was
God.” (John 1:1 NIV)

Jesus is the word. So we need to listen to whas Isaying, read his about lifestyle, study his
Word, the Bible. The Bible is the powerful word @bd. It is divinely inspired and so should be
something that we listen to, that we read, thatake in. I, like some in this church, have begun
reading Cover to Cover, the Bible in chronologicader in one year. At the moment we are in the
book of Job, a book we looked at in the eveningises in 2008. The only way we can know the
power of the word of God, of Jesus is by readingtiat is where it all begins. If you do not have
time to read in the day, then buy a recording efBible and play it in your car on the way to work,
or download it onto your ipod or mp3 player andklisto it.

Then there ipower over evil Verse 23

“Just then a man in their synagogue who was posseskby an evil spirit cried out,
"What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Haveou come to destroy us? |
know who you are—the Holy One of God!" "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come
out of him!" The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a
shriek. The people were all so amazed that they astt each other, "What is this? A
new teaching—and with authority! He even gives ords to evil spirits and they

obey him." News about him spread quickly over the Wwole region of Galilee.”
(Mark 1:23-28 NIV)

And again in verse 32

“That evening after sunset the people brought to Jais all the sick and demon-
possessed. The whole town gathered at the door, addsus healed many who had
various diseases. He also drove out many demons.tie would not let the demons
speak because they knew who he wagMark 1:32-34 NIV)

Now you may not think that there is power here dose you may not believe in demons, you may
not believe in evil spirits. You may see what Bikle calls demon-possessed people as people who
are mentally ill, those who have a mental healtbjam. Mental health and demon possession are
different things. Mental iliness is an illnessdiku or a broken limb. Demon possession is when a
person is taken over by an evil spirit and no amafinmedicine or medical intervention can cure
the condition.

In this country | would say that we do not see taolodemon possession because Satan does not
need to work in this way. Most people reject Jesubso naturally are following Satan. They may
not be what we call evil, but they are not followe&f God. Evil has a hold over us all, but that
power is and can be broken, because we see in theguse has the power to order demons, he has
overcome Satan, Satan is defeated, we are nove imtipping up period.

If anyone tries to tell you that Satan is in cohtsbthis world, then they are wrong. | mentioned
Job earlier and one of the things that we leamhfdob last year was that God allowed Satan to
attack Job, but he put limits on him. The firstéi God says to Satan

“..."Very well, then, everything he has is in your haads, but on the man himself do
not lay a finger."...” (Job 1:12 NIV)

And the second time we read that God says



“..."Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life."” (Job 2:6 NIV)
He also hapower over illness, or the natural world Verse 29

“As soon as they left the synagogue, they went withkames and John to the home of
Simon and Andrew. Simon’s mother-in-law was in bedvith a fever, and they told

Jesus about her. So he went to her, took her handhd helped her up. The fever left
her and she began to wait on them. That evening &it sunset the people brought to
Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. The whaen gathered at the door, and
Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He alsove out many demons, but

he would not let the demons speak because they knewho he was.”
(Mark 1:29-34 NIV)

Jesus healed people because he had the power.isThtsy we pray for those who are unwell,
because God heal. Sometimes he does it througicahedeans that he has given to us, at other
times through his divine intervention. But Jesad power over the natural world.

But there is a last power, tipewer of love. Verse 40

“A man with leprosy came to him and begged him onis knees, "If you are willing,
you can make me clean."” Filled with compassion, Jas reached out his hand and
touched the man. "l am willing," he said. "Be cleant" Immediately the leprosy left
him and he was cured. Jesus sent him away at oncetlwa strong warning: "See
that you don't tell this to anyone. But go, show yarself to the priest and offer the
sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansin@s a testimony to them.”
Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreng the news. As a result, Jesus
could no longer enter a town openly but stayed out$e in lonely places. Yet the
people still came to him from everywhere.’(Mark 1:40-45 NIV)

Jesus reached out and touched the leper. Somethiveard of in his times. He did because of his
love. Because of his love he was prepared to reatto the outcast of his society.

Today those we may be saying that we do not seg@twer — we do not see what we have just read
about. Power of the Word, power over evil, powegrdliness, the power of love. Why do we read
about it, but not see it? Maybe the answer liaghat is also in the chapter

Verse 4

“And so John came, baptising in the desert regionral preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The wholaidean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing thiesins, they were baptised by
him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made ofcamel’s hair, with a leather
belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and wilddney. And this was his message:
"After me will come one more powerful than I, the hhongs of whose sandals | am
not worthy to stoop down and untie. | baptise you wh water, but he will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit."”

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee ad was baptised by John in
the Jordan. As Jesus was coming up out of the watehe saw heaven being torn
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dovénd a voice came from heaven:
"You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well peased."” (Mark 1:4-11 NIV)

The crowd and Jesus were obedient to be baptised.



Baptism is usually done shortly after a person basome a Christian. We see this in the
description of John’s purpose in verse 4

“And so John came, baptising in the desert regionral preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins(Mark 1:4 NIV)

We all need to repent, to ask God forgiveness.s dften is the start of the Christian life for many
people — it certainly was in the New Testament. idadisation that they have done wrong, that they
have broken God'’s laws and so had to come andoagk/éness from God, which he is very ready
to give. But repentance is more than words — &$® action. Part of that action is that baptism i
the outward sign that a person has asked for fengiss. Now Jesus did not need this baptism of
repentance, he had nothing to ask forgivenesstdrhe was still baptised. He was giving us an
example, his example and for him it was the begigmif his work.

Baptism is also a command in the Bible for us ttofe. At the end of the first Christian sermon
given by Peter, we

“When the people heard thiswhat Peter had been sayirtigey were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brotherswhat shall we do?" Peter
replied, "Repent and be baptised, every one of younn the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receivéhe gift of the Holy Spirit. The
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the
Lord our God will call."™” (Acts 2:37-39 NIV)

Repent and be baptised and just as the Holy Syainte down to Jesus at his baptism, so you too
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. If therie power in the Word as we saw before, then surely
we need to take all of its commands seriously.

Baptism also talks about an old life being washedyaand a new life being taken up. In the early
life of the people of Israel they were leaving Egypeir old life, a life of slavery. We too netw
leave a life of slavery, a life being dominatedsiny. But how?

The people of Israel had to cross the Red Seay-wkee escaping from Egypt, from their lives as
slaves, from their evil. They had gone so far, i they had the Egyptians behind them and the
Red Sea in front of them. It seemed like an imipsssituation. They went forward toward the
Red Sea and they crossed over on dry land becams$aniaculously piled the waters of the Red
Sea up on either side of them, so the land in“dailkey’ was dry and they walked across in safety.
However their taskmasters, the Egyptians, they wiese/ned as the sea came crashing back down
and engulfed them. As we go into the baptistry,the waters do not part, or pile up, but the sin i
washed off, the hold of the taskmaster, Satanoker, we walk out to a new life, a resurrection
life, a life of freedom — the freedom that only udgan bring, that only the Father can grant, that
means being filled with the Holy Spirit and havidgd with you always.

Just as Jesus died and was laid in a grave foe thags, and then rose with a resurrection body, so
in baptism, you go down into under the water amd is dying. This is why | like to baptise people
backwards because that is the more usual way dugi@ are buried, and then three seconds or less
later, not three days, the person rises up oltefrater and is then prayed for, the gift of théyHo
spirit is prayed for them and they leave the pobhnged | would say, to live as a new being in
Christ.

So the people and Jesus were baptised that dalyth&e was alsobedience in following God
Verse 12



“At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, ad he was in the desert for forty
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wildnimals, and angels attended
him.” (Mark 1:12-13 NIV)

Jesus needed to be on his own with Father, to Kmewplan, his work, to talk to him. Later we
read, verse 16

“As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he s&mon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishernme "Come, follow me," Jesus said,
"and | will make you fishers of men." At once theyleft their nets and followed
him. When he had gone a little farther, he saw Janseson of Zebedee and his
brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Withaut delay he called them, and

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with thehired men and followed him.”
(Mark 1:16-20 NIV)

The disciples were called and they left everythamgl followed him. Have we left everything to
follow Jesus? | do not mean that we have to leawd, sell all our possession and than move into
a cave and live the life of a hermit. But is GedJesus ‘numero uno’ in your life? Do you try to
find out how he wants you to live? Do you knowtthau are doing something wrong, because His
Word says so, but you make an excuse for it, ortiank God will overlook it, or you just don’t
want to stop doing it?

Is that being truly obedient to God? Jesus s&a@me, follow me’ and the disciples did follow him
wholeheartedly and eventually we read

“After this, Jesus and his disciples went out intahe Judean countryside, where he
spent some time with them, and baptised.(John 3:22 NIV)

Part of that obedience was baptism, but it was #isg lifestyle following what Jesus said, by
reading the Bible and applying what it says to ifey how I live.

Before we can have the privilege of power, we nietecognise the responsibility of obedience.
But the great thing is that it is open to everyor®od, Jesus does not expect us to be perfect
immediately — it is a lifelong task, but he expeassto conform, to be willing to bend our will to
his. When the disciples followed Jesus, they viier@ring his words, watching him, seeing how he
lived, how he interacted with others, his relatlwpswith the Father — that too is where we should
be at.

As we enter 2009, let us be those who say a loddeathusiastic ‘Yes’ to the command, “Come
and follow me.”

PRAYER



