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READING Isaiah 53:4-10

SERMON
Created To Become Like Christ - Discipleship

Whom do you take after, your mother or your father?  That at times can be a daunting question.
Perhaps it is easier if there are only two of you as offspring because then one can take after one
parent or the other and the second after the other.  But what happens when there are three or four or
even more.  However even if we do not know it we will be affected by our parents, we will either
do or say things because they said or did them or it may be that you do or say things just to be
different to your parents.

I hate being late to meetings, appointments and similar things and I know that I get that off of my
father.  However one also cannot arrive early – that is bad manners – also said to me by my father.
So for me, it means arriving somewhere ahead of time, and then waiting around until only a minute
or two before the time of the appointment, so as to be on time.

But even more than being like one or other or both of one’s parents, we are created to be like Christ
– the process of discipleship.  The process of being changed more and more to be like Jesus.  When
we become Christians we are newly created in Christ, new persons.  Paul writes

…those who become Christians become new persons. They are not the same
anymore, for the old life is gone. A new life has begun! (2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT)

But the change has to continue being changed.  As Paul also writes in the same letter

…as the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him
and reflect his glory even more. (2 Corinthians 3:18 NLT)

At present I envy our grandson Noah.  He is just over six months old now. He has food pumped into
one end of him and then he is able to push it out at the other, just when he wants, for someone else
to clear up.  That is along with being able to sleep when he wants, being kept warm, having no
cares, no worries.  He has people come to see him and when he burps they say how wonderful he is
and tell him he’s a good boy for doing it.

Babies are great, they are wonderful, but they need to grow up.  If a baby remains a baby too long,
the novelty wears off.  The same is true when we become a Christian.  It is great when we are a
baby Christian, when all is new, but we must begin to grow, begin to take that path of discipleship,
to becoming more like Christ.  So how does that happen?  We are going to look at several areas this
morning.
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1. The Bible
The first couple of things we have already covered in the 40 Days of Purpose.  The first is

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength. (Mark 12:30 NIV)

Our second memory verse.  To love God totally, and showing this by being totally, totally obedient
to him and this means finding out his will by reading his word, the Bible.  Reading the Bible is
vital, but add to that reading it with some Bible study notes so that you get the big picture and the
small picture and not just read the bits you know and love.  And don’t forget to also memorise it.  I
hope you are taking the time to memorise the verse of the week – you should be up to three now,
Ephesians 2:10

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10 NIV)

Mark 12:30

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and wit h all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.’” (Mark 12:30 NIV)

and then Romans 12:5

“so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others.” (Romans 12:5 NIV)

2. The Fellowship
The second thing is to have other people, God’s people - to spend time together, to learn together
and build each other up.  God uses people in our life to help us grow, and that’s why we’ve got to
have a lot of contact, and that’s why we need fellowship.  There is no such thing as a lone ranger
Christian.

But God also uses other things to help us grow.  And this morning they all begin with the letter ‘T’
3. Trouble
Paul, when writing to the church of God in Rome says

…we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” (Romans 5:2 NIV)

And then goes on to say

Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”
(Romans 5:3-4 NIV)

The word there for sufferings is also the same word as trouble or tribulation or as some versions put
it, trials and problems.  These are designed by God to help us, to draw us closer to him. They are
not designed to hurt us.

When things are going well and all is going along OK, we do not need faith, we do not need
character.

Just look at what troubles, what trials and problems produce:
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• Perseverance – endurance, the ability to stick at something.  In the Christian faith we need to
carry on to the end

• Character – our makeup, who we are, but refined, being made more and more like Christ
• Hope – the knowing that we will go to heaven and be with God.

Notice that there is no talk about success.  God never promises that and that is because God is more
interested in who I am, my character, rather that what I do, my career.  Remember that we do not
take our career with us into heaven, but I am going to end up there, with my character.  God wants
to hone our characters.  For some it is total surgery, for others it may be just a tweak, but it takes a
lifetime, but this means that we need troubles to produce perseverance to produce character that
produces hope.

But that is not a comfortable place.  We do not like troubles, but they mean we trust God. Jesus, on
the night he was betrayed, went through problems.  He didn’t want to go to the cross; he knew it
was going to be painful.  Turn to Mark 14:32, page 1021.  On that night we read that after a meal

They, the disciples and Jesus, went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to
his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." He took Peter, James and John along with
him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. "My soul is overwhelmed
with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch."
Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour
might pass from him. "Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you.
Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will."” (Mark 14:32-36 NIV)

Notice that Jesus, even Jesus wanted some friends with him.  He took further Peter, James and John
with him.  These were the three who had seen Jesus wonderfully transfigured before them on a
mountain.  Jesus now wanted them with him at the time of his greatest trouble.  We are not
designed to go through life alone, therefore we share our joys and troubles with each other to help
each other and also to keep the confidences we are entrusted with.

Jesus also talks to his Father and prays

"Abba, Father, everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what
I will, but what you will."” (Mark 14:32-36 NIV)

His trouble led him even more to trust in God, His Father.

It is OK to say we don’t like a trouble we are going through, but remember that it is designed to
help us trust God more.  But what can help us

HELPS
For some the keeping of a spiritual journal is a help.  This is not just a diary, but a record of lessons
that God has taught and insights of God that have been experienced and seen.  This can be a great
help.  You can look back and read how God has led you, how your life with God has been
deepened, how your trust in God has grown through troubles you have encountered.

But also remember the rewards.  Paul says when going through problems

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes
not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what
is unseen is eternal.  (2 Corinthians 4:16-18 NIV)
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Our light and momentary troubles were for Paul persecutions, beatings, imprisonment. God uses
troubles to help us trust him more, but it can be a very uncomfortable place to be.

Then God also uses
4. Temptation
To help us become more like Christ.  The first thing to say is that to be tempted is not a sin.
Remember that, to be tempted is not a sin.  But temptation does come from Satan and Satan intends
to hurt us through temptation.  But God can turn around what Satan intends for harm to being a
vehicle for good.  God tells us

No temptation has seized you except what is common to all.  (1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV)

We all go through temptation, and we never outgrow it.  Ministers even are tempted.  There is not a
tempting bit of the brain which is surgically removed at Bible College.  Even Spurgeon’s where
Darren is has no power of that.  We all are tempted, so it is a case of we’ve all been there, in fact we
are all still going there!  So whatever temptation you are facing others have been there, others are
going there and others will go there.  So where we share a temptation with other people, others will
be going through the same thing.

And the verse goes on

And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But
when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up
under it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV)

The temptation that Satan has for you to harm and hurt you, God allows you to go through to see if
you love him or the temptation.  Temptations help us to obey God.

When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, and Satan wanted Jesus to bow down and worship him
to gain the whole world i.e. to love Satan more that God the Father, Jesus turned and said

Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord
your God, and serve him only.’" (Matthew 4:10 NIV)

So how do we stop temptation turning into sin?  What are our helps here?
HELPS
• Distraction.  When Satan tempts, think about good things.  If a small child wants something

that is bad for it, very often a parent will use the distraction method and try to divert attention
onto something else.  In Philippians we read

And now, dear brothers and sisters, let me say one more thing as I close this letter.
Fix your thoughts on what is true and honourable and right. Think about things
that are pure and lovely and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and
worthy of praise. (Philippians 4:8 NLT)

So when tempted, don’t resist it, just go off in another direction – into positive thoughts.

• Spiritual Friend/Partner.   Then also a good thing is someone else to whom you can turn, ask
them to pray for and with you.  This could even be on the phone! Remember we are made to go
through life together, not as a group of solo acts.  Remember that someone like this can also
help to distract.

So we come to the last thing this morning that God uses to help us to be more like Christ.  That is
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5. Trespasses
This is when someone hurts me, someone sins against me – trespass is an old word for sin.  And we
know that people do hurt us.  Life hurts because we are in a fallen world, but when we get to heaven
there will be no hurt.  We have all been hurt by others and we hurt other people, either intentionally
or unintentionally.  This is because hurt people hurt people.

In the Lord’s Prayer we pray

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who have trespassed against us

or

forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us

or coming from the verse in the Sermon on the Mount on which it is based, we have

Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  (Matthew 6:12 NIV)

Or in another version

…forgive us our sins, just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us.
(Matthew 6:12 NLT)

So trespasses, sins, debts, all things that are directed towards us.  All those who hurt us, we are to
forgive – and that does not matter if it is intentional or unintentional.  The first thought when hurt so
often is to retaliation.  When driving: “that person’s cut me up, I’ll do the same to them.”

We have to remember that so often hurt people hurt people.  But the urge to retaliate can be very
strong. “How dare they say that about me, I’ll bring up that matter about them.  I'll show them.”

So what helps do we have if someone does hurt us?
HELPS
One help is in Ephesians 4:32

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ
God forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32 NIV)

Remember how much God has forgiven you.  Remember in our reading from Isaiah 53, page 740,
how much Christ suffered for us.  We read in Isaiah 53:5

“… he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are
healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:5-6 NIV)

Jesus suffered so much for us so that we can know the forgiveness of God.  Surely it is a small thing
then to forgive others.  It is so sad when one Christian knows the forgiveness of God, but will not
forgive a fellow brother or sister.

And secondly we have the example of Joseph, the favoured son of Jacob, the one with the special
coat.  Joseph was set upon by his brothers, sold as a slave by them, falsely accused and put in
prison, then forgotten about and when he finally meets up with his brothers again says
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You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now
being done, the saving of many lives. (Genesis 50:20 NIV)

Joseph had learnt that God is in control and so all that happened to him was, in the bigger picture,
for good, and for the saving of many lives.  Jesus on the cross was ready to forgive.  We too when
hurt should be ready to forgive.

We are to become more and more like Christ.  God wants us to be like Jesus Christ.  And if that’s
true, then he’s going to take you through everything Jesus went through.  Why would he exempt
you?
• That means He’s going to take you through experiences of trouble, of problems and trials,

where you learn to trust His love.
• He’s going to take you through experiences of temptation, where you learn to obey Him and do

the right thing.
• And He’s going to take you to times of trespass, where you learn to forgive others.

PRAYER
Dear Father, life makes so much more sense when we realise that it’s not about our career, it’s not
about our comfort, it’s all about character and becoming like Jesus.  Help us to use life for the
reason you gave it to us.

Dear God, I want to grow in character.  I want to become whom you made me to be.  Thank you for
the model of Jesus.  I want to become more like Jesus in the way I think and the way I feel and the
way I act.  And if that means taking me through troubled times, then I say “I want your will for my
life”.  And if that means going through a wilderness of temptation, please give me the strength to
make the right choices.  And if that means I must endure the hurts from other people, then teach me
to forgive as much as you have forgiven me.

If you’ve never opened your life to Jesus Christ, say,

Jesus, I can’t live like you unless I know you.  So I want to get to know you today.  As much as I
know how I want to ask you to come into my life and heart.  In your name I pray, Amen.


