Reading: Luke 15:1-10 NIV

SERMON
A time to search and a time to give UpEcclesiastes 3:6)

A time to search and a time to give up. Many peapéesearching, but searching for what?

Love, Money, Fame, Self, Sability, Power, A Quest e.g. The Holy Grail, Happiness, Right Route,
Halloween, Hope

Searching, searching, searching. But to searchs domean that they have lost something. Of
course it can mean that they have never had itateitooking for it. In our reading we had two
things that were lost

* One because of its own stupidity. The sheep waddeffefrom the others in the herd and
got lost. How silly is that. But there are thosdap who have known the truth, have been
shown the way, but still have wandered off. Theyeheejected Christ, they have rejected
church, although sometimes they have not rejeqtedumlity. They are still very spiritual,
but that spirituality may spirituality may mean thhey turn to turn to another faith like
Buddhism, or Islam, or even paganism. On the névgsmorning it said that Druidism has
been granted the status of a religion, so it is equal with Baptists!

* One got lost through no fault of its own. The ceias lost, but it did not lose itself as it is an
inanimate object. We can sometimes moan aboutamnate object but it has no will of
their own and so cannot hid and so be lost —jitgslost. As Sue said this morning | was not
brought up in a Christian home — | knew nothingul©hristianity for the early part of my
childhood except when playing cards with my Granddad very often he would make an
expletive using some words from the Bible. It wasew we moved and | was sent to a
Christian club that | was first exposed to Chrisitia

Was | lost before then or not? There are many taddkiis country who have never heard
about Jesus, never heard about heaven or helloasuc still lost.

So what happens when we lose something, espesa@ihgthing very precious? We go out and look
for it. Or if it is a way, we turn on the SatNav ask somebody and why is it that you always ask
someone who begins by saying “If | was you | wottlthegin from here.” And then goes on to say,
“You turn left, then right, or is it left...no it isght, but the Pink Sign, you can’t miss it” Andess
what — you can miss it because you do!

In the two stories the shepherd and the woman valgbbioth lost something, for different reasons,
when and searched high and low. The woman pertegp$ie easier job as she had a more confined
area to work in. The shepherd had the whole ofcthentryside, but he had sight and sound to go
on. Both though searched diligently until the thithgy had lost, was found. And where was it
found? In the last place they looked. Because dbething is always in the last place you look
because you never continue looking because youfoawe it.

And there was great joy and parties and rejoicingmthe lost thing had been found.

So what does that have to do with us? Do we knawlpewho are lost — some because the rejected
God and others because they have never been inedda God? We need to be searching for these
people and helping them. For some it will be to wiat back, to bring them back into the fold as
that shepherd did. The sheep he found, may gogaihabut at that time it was his responsibility to
bring that sheep back who had wandered off.



Now | know the analogy falls down because peopl&em# their own mind, but your life, your
words will speak volumes to them and help themhiirtsearch. So many have left church, not
because of faith, but because of somebody beimprogriate and upsetting them. We can do a lot
to heal that hurt in our behaviour and our wordshaut watering down our faith.

We can befriend the person and show that not aiks@dns were like the ones they knew. What do
you mean? | was speaking to someone the other whekvas brought up in a Christian home and
every night they were made to read a portion ofB8iiée out loud with their parents. That may be
good for some, but for this person it turned theghtroff reading the Bible and off church, because
they perceived that all the people in their churene that rigid. Going to a different church, afer
break the person has realise that not all peopgldile that and that Bible reading can be fun, does
not have to be a chore.

So some people need their faith re-awaking. Foerstithose who have never heard, they need to
hear about Christ and what he has done and whigt d@ng in your life. It has to be an ongoing
experience. Can you say that? Or do you have m& thard about God doing things in your life?

So a time to search and a time to give up. To gwevhat? What in this life do we have to give
up? Think about it.

Childhood, Teddy Bear as Comfort, Independence (I 2We when married), Life, Children, Smoking,
Weight, Addiction

It is right at times to give up, to give up tryitgcling on to life and to die in peace with Goslitl
ever right to give up on people?

“'Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted his property to them. To one he gave fivealents of money, to another
two talents, and to another one talent, each accairth to his ability. Then he went
on his journey. The man who had received the fiveatents went at once and put his
money to work and gained five more. So also, the erwith the two talents gained
two more. But the man who had received the one tate went off, dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’'s money.

"After a long time the master of those servants retrned and settled accounts with
them. The man who had received the five talents bught the other five. ‘Master,’
he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. Seé,have gained five more.” "His
master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servat! You have been faithful with
a few things; | will put you in charge of many thirgs. Come and share your
master’s happiness!

"The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,he said, ‘you entrusted me with
two talents; see, | have gained two more.” "His mdsr replied, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant! You have been faithful with afew things; | will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share your mastertsappiness!’

"Then the man who had received the one talent caméMVaster,” he said, ‘1 knew
that you are a hard man, harvesting where you haveot sown and gathering where
you have not scattered seed. So | was afraid and mteout and hid your talent in
the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’



"His master replied, ‘“You wicked, lazy servant! Soyou knew that | harvest where
| have not sown and gather where | have not scatted seed? Well then, you should
have put my money on deposit with the bankers, sdat when | returned | would
have received it back with interest.

"Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For
everyone who has will be given more, and he will k@ an abundance. Whoever
does not have, even what he has will be taken fromm. And throw that worthless
servant outside, into the darkness, where there Wibe weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” (Matthew 25:14-30 NIV)

That's awful; the servant should have been givesex®nd chance! No. There will come a day
when we will all give up on people — that is they adghen Jesus is coming back and all humanity
will stand before him and then it will be too latdhat is when we give up — there is no need, no
time to search for people — it will be judgementdiby the Lord of lords. The goats and the sheep
will be separated and those who follow Christ Wwél accepted and those who do not will go to hell.

But what do we do before then — we keep on seagckarching to bring people into the kingdom
of God so that they will be with those who go tawen before it is too late.

Are you are searcher or have you already given up?



