ADBC 22/01/06
READING Philippians 1:1-8

SERMON:
Together in the Gospel(Philippians 1: 1-8)

Today we begin our look at the letter that Paul sent to the cbticebd at Philippi. This letter that
talks about partnership, about going onwards together in Christ.

There are many different types of partners. There areiagarpartners. There are business
partners where two or more people get together in the commotoainake a particular business
work and produce goods or provide a service so they can make moneyean@iere are partners
who are put together for a project, there are friends who migtheeselves partners, more likely
if they are American. People are said to be partners irecrivou can have a sleeping partner in a
business or a boxer has a sparing partner.

When | looked it up on a reference disc | have it had 420 entriebdovdrd partner. I'm not
going into them all, but it reminded me that:
0 You get partners in card games like Bridge
o Countries have trading partners
o Runners in a three-legged race need a partner - unless you happeiake lblee Peg with
his extra leg!
o Tag wrestling is a form of wrestling involving two teamstab wrestlers, only one of
whom is in the ring at one time and may ask his partner to replace him by touchingchis ha

And then there the more specialist meaning of the word in

0 Symbiosis- Any close relationship between two organisms of different epeand one
where both partners benefit from the association. A well-known exaimphe pollination
relationship between insects and flowers, where the insects fesettar and carry pollen
from one flower to anotheiThis is sometimes known as mutualism.
Symbiosis in a broader sense includes commensalism, parasitidmnpguilinism (one
animal being in the home of another and sharing its food) — | thobhghtdferred to the
boyfriends of our daughters.

Then we moved on to some others which | had never thought of
o Sir Roger de Coverley- an English country-dance in which dancing partners face one
another in two rows
o Paul Jones- a dance during which the couples change partners
And finally one that | saw and it appealed to me because of my Physics background
0 Supersymmetry- In physics, a theory that relates the two classes of elemguatdigle, the
fermions and the bosons. According to supersymmetry, each fermiocigpaes a boson
partner particle, and vice versa. It has not been possible to omaly the known fermions
with the known bosons, and so the theory postulates the existence of athget a
undiscovered fermions, such as the photinos (partners of the photons), ¢bairiosrs of
the gluons), and gravitinos (partners of the gravitons). Using thess,iit has become
possible to develop a theory of gravity — called supergravity — theh@x Einstein's work
and considers the gravitational, nuclear, and electromagnetic torbesmanifestations of
an underlying superforce. Supersymmetry has been incorporated irsigpénstring theory,
and appears to be a crucial ingredient in the 'theory of everything' sougheysssi

But less of a good thing. But this morning we are all partnezsane moving onwards together.
You could look at the person sitting next to you and say, ‘Howdy Rartdad that is for both
sides. So this morning we are all partners together, we all go onwardsetoget
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After Paul has begun his letter in the usual way, by saying who it is from,
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus{Philippians 1:1 NIV)

| don’t know why we end with the name of the sender, becauskaaliteans is that we have to
look at the end of the letter to see who sent it. Then Paul tells us to whom he is writing

To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together wh the overseers and
deacons:(Philippians 1:1 NIV)

That is all of us. If you know Jesus and follow him, then you areng gau are a holy one, which

is what saint means. He then mentions the government of the ctheepitskopoi v and the

di akonoi v. The episkopois and the diaconois, or the overseers (or bishops) andcihesdea

another way of thinking about it, is as bishops and servants. Paubdedumself and Timothy as

slaves asloul oi , douloi.

* The word for bishop or overseer comes from the one who watchestlitiged so is not one
who lords it over others.

» Then you have the servants, deacons and

* The slaves, Paul and Timothy.

But we are all together, we are saints and some have tlbe offioverseer, deacon.... or slave of
Christ Jesus, but we are all in partnership together, we all move onwarttietoge

So what keeps us in partnership? So what keeps us moving onwards together? In uédrsays Pa

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first dayuntil now,
(Philippians 1:5 NIV)

Our partnership is in the gospel but there is a further fundamgantalership that underwrites all

this and we find it in verses 1, 2, 6 and in verse 8. In those weesésve the phrasa Christ
Jesusor Jesus Christ In the whole of the book the phrase occurs in some 19 verses and it occurs 7
times in chapter 1 and 5 times in these first eight verses.

Possession — Firstly we have the Christ Jesus of possession. Verse 1

Paul and Timothy, servantsof Christ Jesus, To all the saintsin Christ Jesus at
Philippi, together with the overseers and deacongphilippians 1:1 NIV)

Paul and Timothy were of Christ Jesus and the saints in Philipg i Christ Jesus. This is
possession. You are no longer your own, but Christ’'s. Latter on in chapter 1, verse 2y®aul s

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gaingPhilippians 1:21 NIV)
And again in his letter to the church of God in Galatia, Paul writes
| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, butChrist lives in me. The

life 1 live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, wio loved me and gave
himself for me. (Galatians 2:20 NIV)
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Paul had come to that point when he realised that his life, his wkolg was not his own to do
with what he wanted, but was given over to God and what God wanted. |nwamele you are in

this? Christ died for me on the cross. He gave himself as a ransom for mdeatb&being bought

with a price, but do we then want our lives back?

When we grow up we spend most of our years trying to break awaypfaoents. As a teenager,
the test of a fashion garment was to ask your parents if texy What you had bought and if they
said, ‘Yes’, the garment went straight back to the shop, no mes&sg.young person you take on
values that are often an antithesis to one’s parents, because winey &#oow about life, especially
life today!

But when you come to Christ, you are asking Jesus to take over ldeetstally, to have
possession of it. This means doing nothing without asking him if tleight. This means that if
he calls you to be a missionary in wherever, that you go.

To bein Christ Jesusis also a spatial thing. We are to be right there with himgshe be the
centre of our lives. Where are you with God, with Jesus? Do wulfiese to him or far away?
Are you in Christ, is he the centre of your being? And this doeseugssarily mean feeling the
gooey feelings. It means doing God’s will and we find that in his Word, the Bible.

So we are the possession of Jesus Christ, but do we live like Aimatas his possession we are all
in the same boat, we are all together in that, so no-one lord'¢eit another. We may have
different roles, different functions, but we are all saints inneaship, all saints moving onwards
together.

Gifts — but in Christ we also are the recipients of great and wonderful giftse e

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesu€hrist.
(Philippians 1:2 NIV)

Grace and peace come from the Father and the Lord Jesus Chedtavd/so much grace. It is
grace that means our sins are forgiven and that we can conira twith clean hands and a pure
heart, not because of anything we do or have done but because of the death of Jesus on the cross

But it is this very grace that gets Paul into trouble in hiedeéo the Romans. In chapter 5 he ends
the chapter by talking about the problem God had with sin and how twitleal. The law made
things worse, but God'’s grace sorted it all out. And then he says

...where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so thaisf as sin reigned in
death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal lifierough
Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:20-21 NIV)

So then the lawyers get on the case and the thought goes througindh&Vell if grace increases
as | sin more, then if | sin more and more, then the grace of @bdow lavished on me. So
Chapter 6 begins

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning, so that grace mayre@mse? By
no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer®r don’t you know

that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baéiged into his death?
(Romans 6:1-3 NIV)
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It does not really work that way he says, but it does, but we should notritimkt way because we
arein Christ Jesus But we do have the gift of grace from God, the gift that resioue sins from
us, the gift that means that | sin now, today, which knowing me | prpbal| then God is ready
to forgive me when | come to him in repentance and sorrow.

So as partners in Christ, moving onwards together in the Gospet, giraald typify our dealings
with one another. | have heard of Christians going to the shareh; living quite close to each
other who never speak to one another — one party upset the other pamythoert party can really
remember what over — where is the grace in that relationsWWpat has happened to the witness
that they give out to the world, for people will notice because shimlj slip out in conversation
and people outside of God’s kingdom do see and know a lot more than we think.

Grace should be the benchmark of our relationships one with another. Weheress up, we
should do all we can to bring grace into the situation, to want totheaklationship. What did
God do when the human race was at odds with him? Did he wash his h#melsvbble affair and
say, ‘I'll wait for them to come to me, why should | do anythwlgen | provided everything and
they have just turned their backs on me?’ No he didn’t, Jesusictortbe world — God'’s grace -
and died for each of us. He came to us, he did all he could for usaltdhleebreech in the
relationship — should we not do any less with others? Should we notwle adin to heal cracks,
by comparison in relationship we have at times?

And then we will gain the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thimisnner peace that comes from
knowing him. Church should be a place of peace, not a place of corfhds. is not to say that
challenge is not there and living the Christian life is notyrislkit the risks are taken knowing that
there is security. One of the great things about a churchesewyou see people participating and
the whole congregation is behind them, wanting them to succeedagwiiem on, making it an
experience, even through the nerves, of security.

But we need to move on.
Hope — In Christ Jesus is the goal of our hope. This is as Paul says in verse 6

being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you wittarry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6 NIV)

Until the day of Christ Jesus. The day when he will returndoncfor his own, his people. Are
you looking forward to that day, or do you live for today, rather thahseethat the goal of our
hope is the second coming of Christ when he will come in glory anddsple? Our eyes should
always be fixed on the horizon and working towards that day whemmvaalonger bring anyone
into the kingdom of God, as an individual or as a church working together in the gospel of Chris

We are a people of hope and not a people of despair — do othdnsssesethey look in on us? Do
we live as a people of expectation or a people who are afraiee dtiture as others so often are?
We know that Jesus is coming again for us, his people.

Affection — and finally we move onwards together in Christ Jesus in affectiaise Be

God can testify how | long for all of you with the affection & Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 1:8 NIV)

Paul knew the heart of God and the love for others came from God.
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The world talks about having the love of a good man or a good woman, but tlué (@vd through
his people is far better. Paul was able to love them with fieetiaih of Christ Jesus, the love
which took Jesus to the cross, to die in agony. And this love wasssentd by distance, by
absence.

Paul and the people of God of Philippi were still moving onwards togeshit partners, even
though Paul was in prison in Rome. Today we move onwards togetheChvistians all over this
city via the London Baptist Association, all over this nation, via tagtiBt Union of Great Britain
as we contribute financially to what is known as Home Mission. iBh& fund which goes to
churches who cannot quite afford a minister, in the form of a grantmeHMission pays for the
Regional Ministers we have who give pastoral aid to churches amdtens, who give leads in
mission and training. Home Mission helps to fund other ministries such as chaplaincies

But then we are also move onwards together with Christians altlevevorld as we give financial
support to BMS World Mission. This is to fund work overseas to takeyakspel out to people
outside of this country.

We move onwards together in the gospel and we show our affectioth&rpartners by hopefully
praying for them and also with our money in giving. Do you pray togrstin the fellowship? Are
you a member of the Prayer Partnership? This is where yoto getly for and possible with
someone for a month, praying for them every day for that monthaefeérg them for some prayer
points. If not and you want to know more, then see Brian or Ruth \dderfMay it be that we

can also say like Paul

| thank my God every time | remember you. In all my prayers ér all of you, |
always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospetdm the first day
until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good worik you will carry
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus(Philippians 1:3-6 NIV)

Am | indeed in Jesus Christ? Is He to me indeed Possessdr,diver of grace and peace? Is my
life so lived and my work so done in contact with Him that through Hima, not merely through
myself, where is “my fruit found”? Is His Promised Day tfwal and longing of my heart, as |
submit myself to Him that He may perfect His work in mehmsyway, and watch over myself that |
may meet Him single-hearted and ‘without offence’ at the ersdPielthe pervading and supreme
Interest of my life? Is He the inward Power which coloursthoughts and gives direction and
guality to my affections?

Only one person can answer that.
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