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‘I Am Who | Am’_ (Exodus 3)

“Come in to my office, Sunshine,” was what | heardead of house saying to a pupil that had been
sent to see him. | was a very new, very greerhizagnd Mike, the head of house, seemed to have
a way with the pupils. He was known to be as remdails, but very, very fair. One time the
school had a bear loaned to it. It stood just @eretre high at the shoulder. Fortunately it was
stuffed bear from a local natural history libranat would loan schools some of its exhibits for a
week at a time.

One of the classes Mike showed it to was a lowitgldifth form, now called year 11 class. During
the lesson he said to the children, “Next weekaveegetting a full, life-size gorilla. But you atie
tell no-one about this, OK. It is our secret thdife-size gorilla is coming in next week. Promis
not to tell anyone.” The whole class nodded armxh tthe bell went for the end of lesson and thirty
pupils all rushed out of the lesson, and shoutethi¢o mates, “Hey, we just had a lesson with the
stuffed bear, but next week we’re getting a lifeesgorilla!”

“Come in to my office, Sunshine,” was what Mike usesay to a pupil who was in trouble and had
been sent to his office. He knew the pupil’'s nane | knew that he knew the pupil’s name, so one
time | asked him, why he called the pupil ‘Sunshared not use his name. Mike’s answer was that
when he wanted to tell the pupil off, that callimigh by name was too friendly, but when the pupil
also knew that Mike knew his name but called himher ‘Sunshine’ that this would unnerve the

pupil slightly.

Whether you use a name or not. Whether we knoangeror not. Can it make a different? In this
country we can give our names very easily. In fact get rung up by a cold caller the first thing
they give you is their name and they ask for yaursay, “Hello, my name Veronica, how are you
today, Richard” as if they have know me for yeansl gears and years, but they are a cold
telephone caller.

But names are important. Don’t you just hate iewlpeople slightly get your name wrong? Like
calling me Mr Owens instead of Mr Owen. This ewgnive look at a name, a very important
name. Turn with me to Exodus 3, page 59

“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his fatér-in-law, the priest of Midian,
and he led the flock to the far side of the deseend came to Horeb, the mountain
of God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to hinm flames of fire from within
a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on firedid not burn up. So Moses
thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight- why the bush does not burn
up.” When the LORD saw that he had gone over to Idqg God called to him from
within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Hre | am." "Do not come
any closer,” God said. "Take off your sandals, forthe place where you are
standing is holy ground." Then he said, "I am the &d of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” Athis, Moses hid his face,
because he was afraid to look at God.”
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“The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of m people in Egypt. | have
heard them crying out because of their slave drivex; and | am concerned about
their suffering. So | have come down to rescue thenfrom the hand of the
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land inb a good and spacious land, a
land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Caaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. And now the crgf the Israelites has reached me,
and | have seen the way the Egyptians are oppresgirthem. So now, go. | am
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Isrdiges out of Egypt."”

“But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that | should goto Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?" And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the
sign to you that it is | who have sent you: When ywhave brought the people out of
Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain."” Moses said to God, "Suppose | go
to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of youfathers has sent me to you,” and
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall fell them?" God said to Moses,
"I AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘Il AM has sent me
to you.™ God also said to Moses, "Say to the Isrdies, ‘The LORD, the God of
your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac ad the God of Jacob—has
sent me to you.” This is my name for ever, the nambéy which | am to be
remembered from generation to generation.”

“'Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to themiThe LORD, the God of your

fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—appeadeto me and said: | have
watched over you and have seen what has been dooeybu in Egypt. And | have

promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egyp into the land of the

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivitesand Jebusites—a land flowing
with milk and honey.” "The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and the
elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to m, ‘The LORD, the God of the

Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-dayyrney into the desert to offer
sacrifices to the LORD our God.” But | know that the king of Egypt will not let you

go unless a mighty hand compels him. So | will stteh out my hand and strike the
Egyptians with all the wonders that | will perform among them. After that, he will

let you go. "And | will make the Egyptians favouraldy disposed towards this
people, so that when you leave you will not go emphanded. Every woman is to
ask her neighbour and any woman living in her houséor articles of silver and gold

and for clothing, which you will put on your sons ad daughters. And so you will
plunder the Egyptians."” (Exodus 3:1-22 NIV)

“Whom shall | say sent me to them? What is youn@2’ Was the question that Moses threw at
God, and God answered him, found in verse 14

“..." AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to th e Israelites: ‘Il AM has sent
me to you.™” (Exodus 3:14 NIV)

| AM has sent you. | AM WHO | AM or | WILL BE THATI WILL BE. So within the one name
we have the present, the future, but there arethmaghts of the past as we read on in verse 15,
God continues

“..."Say to the Israelites, ‘1 AM, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me you.” This is my name for

ever, the name by which | am to be remembered frorgeneration to generation.”
(Exodus 3:15 NIV)
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God’s name is forever, and is from forever and stmalso be present. So let us look at this name
a little closer. The name God gives himself isted to the verlio be. One dictionary definition
gives for the | AM of Exodus 3:14 begins with

a0

This is the Tetragrammaton. The four letters whitdke up the name of God in Hebrew. In the
Hebrew language there were originally no vowels smdt was just 4 consonants, YHWH. Then
came a problem in a way, the y could not say tmeenaf God because it was so precious, so holy.
So they called hinadonai, meaningjord. Then the vowels were put in and the vowels ofvioed
adonai were put into the Tetragrammaton to remind peapleto say the sacred name and this then
gave rise to Jehovah, the Tetragrammaton with tiveels ofadonai. The actual word is Yahweh
based on the verb to be.

So what does this word mean? Well the dictionagsgon

1) to be, become, come to pass, exist, happergutll
la)
lal)
lala) to happen, fall out, occur, take place, cabmait, come to pass
lalb) to come about, come to pass
la?2) to come into being, become
la2a) to arise, appear, come
la2b) to become
la2bl) to become
la2b?2) to become like
1a2b3) to be instituted, be established
1a3) to be
la3a) to exist, be in existence
1a3b) to abide, remain, continue (with word of plac time)
la3c) to stand, lie, be in, be at, be situatedch(wibrd of locality)
1a3d) to accompany, be with
1b)
1b1) to occur, come to pass, be done, be broughitab
1b2) to be done, be finished, be gone
Part of Speech:verb

The name of God is based in the verbe.

This tells us firstly that God is a being and notidol. All around in the area there were idolatth
were worshipped. Moses himself would have grownwigh idols; he would have seen others
worshipping them. But for God there are no ida@sduse he is real, he is a living being.

But the name says a lot more about God.

Faithfulness— if God is there then he is faithful. Verse 16
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“'Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to themiThe LORD, the God of your
fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—appeadeto me and said: | have
watched over you and have seen what has been dowoeybu in Egypt. And | have
promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egyp into the land of the
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivitesand Jebusites—a land flowing
with milk and honey.” (Exodus 3:16-17 NIV)

| have watched over you and have seen what has begone to you in Egypt (Exodus 3:16) God
watched over them and his faithfulness still exdeatthis day. We read in John’s gospel

“'For God so loved the world that he gave his one rad only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternalfe.” (John 3:16 NIV)

God has always been faithful to the world that reated. God was always faithful to his people,

the Israelites, even when they went away from hirhe first few chapters of Hosea, when Gomer,
Hosea’s wife gong off and leaving Homer and prastig herself with other men is a picture of the

children of Israel doing the same with other gadker religions. But Homer goes and gets Gomer
back and so God kept doing that with his people.

God was faithful to his world coming as Jesus teesdat world, and God now is faithful to his
people, the church and keeps near to them, even sdmdly they do not keep near to him. God is
faithful to us.

Constancy— besides God'’s faithfulness we also see the aonogtof God. He is and that is that.
Verse 6 and verse 15 both say

“..."I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the
God of Jacob."....” (Exodus 3:6 NIV)

Look back in the past, | was there and | am novwaml constant, always the same. So does this
mean that God is without emotions. Of course nbe read in the gospels of Jesus weeping over
the grave of his friend Lazarus. We read of Goadpangry, of God being joyful. Just prior to
Christmas someone told me that in their Quiet Tiha morning, they were feeling a bit down, but
then they read in the Message translation of tieBi

Your GOD is present among you, a strong Warrior thee to save you. Happy to

have you back, he'll calm you with his love and dglht you with his songs.
(Zephaniah 3:17 MSG)

And it was the thought of God singing over thisgoer that delighted and lifted them. God was so
happy because of them.

God has emotions and yet God is constant. Andave n the New Testament
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today andifever.” (Hebrews 13:8 NIV)

He is, but this is not an excuse for the churchdcso constant that it becomes irrelevant. A few
years ago, when | had a Sabbatical, Sue and | spem¢ time in North America to look at some

churches and the way they were doing church. [Qudar stage there we went to an Amish

community and for them time has stood still. Theye no zips, only buttons, they drive no cars,
only horse and carts, they use no farm mechaniaahines, only the sweat of their brow. They are
stuck in the nineteenth century and to a certatergxhave become a tourist attraction, although
they still do carry on their way of life.
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God is constant which does not mean that he doeshamge with the times, but it means he is
always there, always dependable, always faithfwlags | AM, forever Yahweh.

But also notices why Moses was to know his nantevak not to stay where he was. It was not to
have a great celebration and then move on bachistlife as a shepherd. Verse 14

“God said to Moses, "I AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: ‘1 AM has sent me to you.” God also sal to Moses, "Say to the
Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—theGod of Abraham, the God of
Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.'.(Exodus 3:14-15 NIV)

God was sending Moses back to perform a task. Rérmethat Moses was going back to the very
place that he had run away from. He was returtont@e very people from whom he had run away
from. When he killed the Egyptian taskmaster whaswhipping one of his own people, the
Israelites, Moses ran because it was an Israehteaonfronted with the words when Moses tried to
meditate in an argument between two Israelites

“The man said, "Who made you ruler and judge over ©? Are you thinking of
kiling me as you killed the Egyptian?" Then Moseswas afraid and thought,
"What | did must have become known."” (Exodus 2:14 NIV)

And when these words reached the ears of Pharaokedvhad already left. So God was sending
him back to the place he had fled from. Not a pileee to be for Moses, but Moses knew the name
of God, | AM. The name that spoke of being, oftilness, of constancy, but God had a job for
Moses to do.

We too have a task given to us by God, by | AM. ¥ve to take his message out, but God too is
with us, his being, his faithfulness, his constaany so we can go with confidence. It may be to a
hard place and that can be different for each dfare this evening, but God will be there. It may

be scary and Going for Growth is scary becausestapping into the unknown, into the zone of not
being in control, but like Moses we are not alor@od is there and like Moses he will have an

Aaron for us.

Let us know | AM as one who calls and then sendsersds us into his world to take his message.
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