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Mission Impossible 2 - Life with the Lions - Daniel(Daniel 6)

Life with the lions — what does that title conjune with you? Is it perhaps this?
PLAY RADIO CLIP

Maybe | got mixed up with my lions! The usual pi&, at least for Christians is one of Daniel and
the lions like this painting by Reuben’s. ButUlistnot get ahead of ourselves. How did Daniel get
into this impossible position? For that let usdrélae beginning of chapter 6 of Daniel, page 890.
To fill us in on some of the background, Daniel dnd three friends, Hananiah, Mishael and

Azariah, but whom we better know as Shadrach, Mdshad Abednego, or as | use to remember
Shadrach, Meshach and Tobedwego. Why the twaofateames, because Daniel is also known as
Belteshazzar, because the four of them were Iseaelbut had been taken captive and exiled to
Babylon — a common practice at this time when yangeoered a place. Daniel and his three friends
had done well and because Daniel interpreted ardfeathe king he rose up the pecking order in

the hierarchy of things and becomes a trusted readred part of the royal court. So let us tarn t

Daniel 6:1

“It pleased Darius (the Babylonian King}o appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout
the kingdom, with three administrators over them, me of whom was Daniel. The
satraps were made accountable to them so that theéng might not suffer loss.

So Daniel is one of three who are just under the ki

Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the admistrators and the satraps by
his exceptional qualities that the king planned t@et him over the whole kingdom.

So now Daniel is set to move to number one undekiting. But trouble is brewing

At this, the administrators and the satraps tried b find grounds for charges
against Daniel in his conduct of government affairsbut they were unable to do so.
They could find no corruption in him, because he wa trustworthy and neither

corrupt nor negligent. Finally these men said, "Wewill never find any basis for

charges against this man Daniel unless it has sorhetg to do with the law of his

God." (Daniel 6:1-5 NIV)

As | read this | wondered if | could live up toghscrutiny. They looked at his business affaings—
work place — they could find nothing amiss. Damek totally honest and true. He did not even do
what we all saw in an office | worked in once awdent where Fred would stand up mid morning,
pick up his newspaper and he had a very deep potket trousers as he could put the whole of his
tabloid paper in the pocket and he would annouhe¢ he was going to the toilet. He would
reappear some thirty minutes later, return to leskdtake his newspaper out of his trouser pocket
and then return to work. It was also the sameefithere | was accused of working too fast and
that we were all in danger of losing the Saturdaynimg overtime!

Daniel did none of this. Daniel was working hissbér his employer, even though he was a
stranger in a foreign land. He was following wRaul wrote many years later

“Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect andear, and with sincerity of
heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them nobnly to win their favour when
their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, daig the will of God from your heart.
Serve wholeheartedly, asif you were serving the Lord, not men,” (Ephesians 6:5-7 NIV)
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Could that be said of you at work that you serveleheartedly or is it begrudgingly or even like
the person who would see work as a place for tebitmers about God, even if they did not want to
listen or it was inappropriate. | can remembernheas teaching that | was employed as a teacher
of Physics, first and foremost, although it wasuratthat my faith, my relationship with God came
up with staff and pupils. A colleague at one s¢hveas called into the head’s office because this
colleague was using his maths lessons to preattetpupils about his faith. He had the best of
intentions, the soundest of motives — he wantedialpupils to be saved and go to heaven, but it
was totally inappropriate. He needed to do thé jodshe could and let his life shine through and
when appropriate say something.

Daniel was hard working, using all his talents ghfts for his employer. He was totally honest,
totally pure in all his dealings at work, so thedto fix on another plan to try and get rid of i2&n
because they could not discredit him. Verse 6ariiBl 6

“So the administrators and the satraps went as a gup to the king and said: "O
King Darius, live for ever! The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers
and governors have all agreed that the king shoultsue an edict and enforce the
decree that anyone who prays to any god or man durg the next thirty days,
except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lins’ den. Now, O king, issue the
decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be #ered—in accordance with the
laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repled.” So King Darius put
the decree in writing.

Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been blished, he went home to his
upstairs room where the windows opened towards Jesalem. Three times a day he
got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks this God, just as he had done
before. Then these men went as a group and found Biel praying and asking God
for help. So they went to the king and spoke to hinabout his royal decree: "Did
you not publish a decree that during the next thiry days anyone who prays to any
god or man except to you, O king, would be throwmito the lions’ den?"

The king answered, "The decree stands—in accordanaeith the laws of the Medes
and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”

Then they said to the king, "Daniel, who is one ofhe exiles from Judah, pays no
attention to you, O king, or to the decree you puin writing. He still prays three
times a day." When the king heard this, he was grdly distressed; he was
determined to rescue Daniel and made every effortniil sundown to save him.

Then the men went as a group to the king and saiathim, "Remember, O king,
that according to the law of the Medes and Persianso decree or edict that the
king issues can be changed."{Daniel 6:6-15 NIV)

Not only had this group been watching Daniel atkydmut they had also been watching Daniel at
home. They had been looking at his private lifd aaw if that had any faults in it. Today with

those in high office it is said that their privaife has no effect on how they run their businesses
carry out their jobs. What was it Ruth Graham-l.atzughter of Billy Graham said, shortly after
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...some of our top elected officials said it doesnthatter what we do in private as
long as we do our jobs. And agreeing with them, wsaid it doesn't matter to me
what anyone, including the President, does in priva as long as | have a job and
the economy is good(Anne Graham-Lotz)

It doesn’t matter what people do in their privates$ — it will not affect their work! Not so fohé
Babylonians, not so for us. They had scrutinisadiBl’s life and they knew where they could get
him, they would have to make up a law to get hiat,get him they would.

Could our private lives stand up to that much sey® Would someone have to invent a law to trap
us? Would someone be so certain of our love of thadit would be this area that we would get
trapped in or entrapped in? They knew when hegatawhere he prayed and in the manner in
which he prayed. With the window open facing hefolbed city of Jerusalem. This was the place
where his people had built a great Temple to theetare living God and he was wanting one day to
return.

Well for Daniel it was the only way they could d&tn and so he was hauled before the king,
verse 16 of Daniel 6

“So the king gave the order, and they brought Danieand threw him into the lions’
den. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom @u serve continually, rescue
you!" A stone was brought and placed over the mouttof the den, and the king
sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rigs of his nobles, so that Daniel’s
situation might not be changed. Then the king retuned to his palace and spent the
night without eating and without any entertainmentbeing brought to him. And he
could not sleep.”(Daniel 6:16-18 NIV)

So Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den. This Wéission Impossible — he was bound to die. But
we have already seen Daniel’s faith. PreviouslgmvKing Nebuchadnezzar had a dream, not the
present, lion’s den, king, he had wanted the dredenpreted and no-one could so the king ordered
all the wise men in the kingdom to be killed inghgl Daniel an his three friends, so Daniel prays
about the situation, God talks to him and he goeke king and when the king says to him

“..."Are you able to tell me what | saw in my dream ad interpret it?"”
(Daniel 2:26 NIV)

Daniel says

“..."No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner canexplain to the king the
mystery he has asked about, but there is@od in heaven who reveals mysteries. He
has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen inals to come. Your dream

and the visions that passed through your mind as yolay on your bed are these:”
(Daniel 2:27-28 NIV)

For Daniel the bottom line was that he knew tharehis a God in heaven. For him that was
sufficient. He did not need the nice feelingsaay razzamatazz, not that any of those things are
wrong, but when the chips were down, the fact tihete is a God is heaven was enough.

Equally when his three friend, Shadrach, Meshaah Apednego are facing the fiery furnace for
doing something very similar to why Daniel is iretlion’s den now — they too would only worship
God and only talk to him. And when the king télem to recant, to turn away from their God,
they reply
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“..."O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourbees before you in this
matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace,the God we serve is able to save
us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, Cking. But even if he does not,
we want you to know, O king, that we will not serveyour gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up."{Daniel 3:16-18 NIV)

We know God can save us from the flames, but iflbes choose to, we still know God and him
only will we worship.

Today we may not be asked to worship an idol. Vada may not be asked to stop praying to God
and pray to Tony Blair only, or the Queen, but we till being warped by the world to fit in. Last
week Darren said that on adverts we are seen tm{mne’s if we do not have the right sunglasses
or the trainers with the right logo on them. Timfperhaps easy to resist — except those with
children going on about them. But in the area ofats — it doesn’t matter if we do this or that
because everyone else does it. We should no I@ayethat this or that is wrong because the world
says it is alright. The Bible may say it is wrobgt the world says it is OK, so it must be OK.

Daniel that day was facing Mission Impossible; heswn with some hungry lions because he was
standing up for his Christian principles, whatetteg consequences to him personally, whatever
was going to happen to him he was going to follomatnGod commands. That perhaps for many
today is the Mission Impossible. We saw earlier $iquirrel with his Mission Impossible, but to
live lives that are honourable to God, that bridgrygto God, whatever the consequences — that
takes courage — that is our Mission Impossiblet ®ad is with us and can help us through.

In Kenya in the 1950s there was an uprising knosvtha Mau Mau rebellion. It was a terrible time

and many atrocities were done. Being a Christias geen as siding with the British and so if you
were caught by the Mau Maus you were certain tddeause they were fiercely anti-British. One

day a young man, a young Christian went to a ltmah and had saved up all his money to buy a
jacket he had seen. To him the jacket was the kmas, it was the most wonderful jacket he had
ever seen and he had saved so hard for it and/éisigshe day when he was going to buy it.

He went and brought it and when the shopkeeperdagkiee wanted it wrapped, he said ‘No’
because he would wear it then and there, and hesavasoud walking home in it. On the way he
was joined by an old man from his church, a wonderfan of God who complemented him on the
jacket, but it made him a little self-consciougesally of his pride.

Suddenly they were jumped by Mau Maus. They tuffiretito the old man who was carrying his
bible and so they told him to recant. The mansedfuand so they said they would kill him. The
old man asked if he could pray first and so he &twiah his arm held aloft and began to pray in
clear tones thanking God of his life and for knogvfdod and his many blessings. The leader of the
Mau Mau group cut off his hand and then his armtaed killed the old man.

So they turned to young man who was shaking wisin #d asked him to recant. He very shakily
said ‘No’ and they threatened him with death. I young man took off his jacket and gave it to
the leader saying it was knew and it was a shanspadd it and then stood, arm upraised, eyes
closed and very stumblingly and nervously begapr&y. After a while he began to dry up a little

and wondered why he was still alive and so he apene eye. There on the ground in front of him
was his jacket and as he looked round he was oomims

For him the Mission Impossible was to face deatbt Jike Daniel did for his God. For us the

Mission Impossible is to live in our society as iShans, following the Bible and what it says, even
in the face of much pressure to do otherwise.
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